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THE 
SANCTUARY - KEEPER 
A Magazine for the Exposition and Defense of 

The Holy Scriptures 

“Ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar” 
Num. 18:5 

“Ye are…an holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices.” 
I Peter 2:5 

“Thou hast kept My Word and hast not denied My Name” - Rev. 3:8 

PERSECUTION -  
A THING OF THE PAST? 

I N a 1988 Editorial from the Christadelphian 
Advoca te , b ro Ted Fa r r a r no ted t ha t 
Christadelphians (apart from the conscientious 
objection stands to military service over the 

years) have been able to live fairly free of religious 
persecution.  With this backdrop, he commented on 
the dramatic shift that was taking place in western 
society - a society that once embraced or tolerated 
religious principles. He noted that the proponents of 
evolutionary theory and general humanism were 
growing increasingly emboldened and intolerant of 
those who still believed in Creationism and professed 

Bible belief - with increasing numbers (primarily in 
higher education) losing their jobs over their 
convictions. A culture that had once at least given lip 
service to religious principles and ideals was turning 
against Biblical values.  Such a development led to 
the description of modern society as “The Post-
Christian Era.” 

	 In essence, though seeing dramatic movements 
in a downward trajectory, those of bro. Farrar’s 
generation were only seeing the tip of the iceberg.   
But they witnessed the early stages of the same 
social and moral corruption that was expanding into 
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the spiritual and civil destitution and chaos that we 
are seeing today.  With that understanding, it should 
be perceived that religious persecution is very much 
a possibility for End Time believers.  

	 Bro. Farrar begins with the observation:

“The world is no stranger to persecution. Blacks, 
Jews, the Reformers, and even Catholics have all had 
their horrible experiences with persecution.  Where 
does this leave Christadelphians? … Under 
Providence, we are able to meet in peace and quiet, 
practice our religion, and preach to others without 
fear of abuse.  The reason for this liberality is that we 
have lived in a country which historically generally 
accepted the Judeo-Christian ethic and at least gave 
lip service to believe in God and in the moral 
principles set forth in the Bible.  England was known 
as “the people of the book” and US coins were struck 
with the words “In God we trust.”   
	 To explain the growing threat of religious 
persecution, Bro. Farrar quoted the following from a 
book titled “THE JESUITS,” written by a Mr. Malachi 
Martin:

	 “The dominant reality is the nearly fully achieved 
ABOLITION of what made Europe and the Americas 
possible: Christian faith.  Increasingly and extensively 
- and soon totally - the life of entire populations is 
lived in the conviction of that nothing of Christ’s 
salvation and nothing about Christianity’s teaching 
about that salvation matters to human life in any way. 	  
	 Politically, socially, educationally, culturally, 
sexually, and intellectually, life is, in essence and in 
practical terms, already barren of any Christian 
influence.  As a way of life - even as mere fond 
sentimentalities or harmless pieties - Christianity has 
been abolished.  
	 The basic conviction now is that there is nothing 
real behind faith, behind doctrine; that ‘good’ and 
‘right’ and ’true’ are merely synonymous with one’s 
own advantage; and that only success in money, in 
status, and in pleasure is of any importance.  
	 Whole generations of millions of people are now 
conceived, born, reared, and educated with no 
reference or relation to Christ.  Christ and his 
salvation has nothing to do with them.  The everyday 

business of nations, people and governments all 
takes place outside of Christianity.  All nations and all 
people deal with each other on the same basis of 
Christianity’s abolition. 

	 Bro. Farrar continued with his comments:

	 We live in the ME generation. If ever the words of 
the apostle Paul were true, ’They worship and serve 
the creature more than the Creator (Rom. 1:25)’ it is 
now.  Further, the apostle states, ’They do not like to 
retain God in their knowledge.’ What don’t they like 
about God? They don’t like God and His Word 
because restrictions are placed upon their morality 
and behavior.  
	 Since God and the Bible have been cast 
overboard, a vacuum exists.  This vacuum has been 
filled by the doctrine of humanism, which is founded 
upon the buttressed by the Theory of Evolution. The 
humanist battle cry is “Man is the measure of all 
things.”  The theory of evolution provides the excuse 
for the removal of the restraints upon human behavior 
imposed by Holy Writ.  This suits the modern 
generation to a ’T’. 	 	 

	 Up until comparatively recently, the atheists-
humanistis have refrained from persecuting people 
who base their lives on the Bible as a divine 
revelation.  Apart from the constant forays against 
Biblical concepts by the American Civil Liberties 
Union, Bible believers have been allowed to live at 
peace and to practice their religion according to the 
dictates of their own conscience.  All this is now 
rapidly changing.  

	 As usual, the militancy begins at the 
university level. (HOW TRUE this is today - Editor).  
Bro. Farrar continued:

	 From these incidents and countless others, it is 
ev ident that the per iod of to lerat ion and 
complacence on the part of humanists, atheists and 
evolutionists is over. Increasingly Bible believers will 
be under militant attack.  Mental and social 
persecution will precede physical persecution. 

This brief outline of the present-day situation 
emphasizes the urgent necessity that a great deal of 
our teaching and preaching effort should be devoted 
to oppose and counteract the pronouncements of 
humanism and the theory of evolution. Much more 
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emphasis must be placed upon what used to be 
called Christian Evidences and Christian Apologetics.  
We must be forward in being ready, willing, and 
ABLE to give to every man that asketh, the 
reason for the faith and hope that lies within us.  
It is all very well to search out hidden meanings of 
obscure passages and to demonstrate one’s erudite 
scholarship thereby.  But that is not what our young 
people NEED. These studies ought to be done but 
not leave the weighted matters of the reasons for our 
faith undone.  

	 When persecution and harassment come and 
we are publicly charged with being a Bible 
Believer, will there be enough evidence to 
substantiate the charge and will our faith and 
conviction be strong enough to pass the test?” 
(End of Quote)


 	 Again, this is a voice from over 30 years ago.  In 
the last decade, and even over the last couple of 
years, we have seen intolerance for those with 
religious convictions exponentially increase.  This is 
not only concerning Creationism but also those who 
do not agree with or comply with the emboldened 
and politicized nature of the LGBTQ movement and 
associated “social justice” influences. These End 
Time movements not only demand tolerance but are 
willing to persecute, if not destroy, the lives of any 
that do not express complete submission to their 
agendas.  This spirit of persecution has also 
expanded to all other social/moral/political/legal 
aspects of the world we live in under the descriptor 
of “CANCEL CULTURE.” 

	 The rise of “vaccine mandates” and passports 
should also raise our spiritual antennas and sense of 
caution. Despite expressed religious convictions 
against the use of such vaccines (or for those with 
valid medical concerns), many are being denied the 
exercise of religious belief and individual conscience 
with loss of employment and fierce social ridicule. 
Judicial authorities have struck down religious 
exemptions across the globe.  If this doesn’t raise 
some concern for us as Believers, then we do not 
perceive that this is setting a serious precedent for 
other developments.  


	 We have already seen the introduction of 
something known as “Social Credit Scores” into 
mainstream society. What you do, what you buy or 
do not buy, your attitude towards various social 
causes, medical status, what you read, your personal 
beliefs, and how you think will be watched and 
evaluated. This is already being done as a marketing 
tool to understand consumers by companies better. 
Facebook has perfected this practice through its 
analysis of its users’ behaviors. As much as we 
would like to dismiss this as a “conspiracy theory,” it 
is not.  

	 Corporations and Governments have realized 
that this is an excellent tool for making populations 
think and acts in desired ways.  There is already a 
behav io r sco r i ng sys tem known as ESG 
(Environment, Social, & Governance) implemented in 
the financial lending world to determine how well 
companies comply with new social norms. This is all 
out in the open. Some financial institutions have 
started to rate their customers, which shows up on 
monthly financial statements.  Is a company (or 
individual) supporting the latest environmental 
trends? Do they support the latest social trends? Do 
they support the latest trends in government theory 
and authority? Does a company demand compliance 
from its employees that fits specific corporate, social, 
or political agendas? 

	 Based upon your “social score,” authorities will 
determine what benefits you receive or are denied. 
This system is already being implemented in China to 
the general public.  If the government does not like 
how you think or behave based on how you have 
been assessed, it will come with consequences. This 
would include travel restrictions, denial of access to 
employment, loss of access to finances, etc. Such 
things were once only found in the dystopian writings 
of science fiction books but are now very much an 
emerging reality with the aid of modern technology.  
We are seeing something very similar to (though not a 
fulfillment of) the total control over men’s lives that 
the Catholic System once had over Europe (Rev. 
13:15-17).   

	 As “strangers and pilgrims,” what does this have 
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to do with us? Based upon the growing rejection of 
religious conviction as a valid basis for how we think 
and live our lives and our conscientious objection to 
the various emerging trends and norms of the society 
around us, we will find ourselves increasingly in a  
difficult position.  We can be assured that strong 
religious conviction, even though no real threat to 
society or the “state” during this present 
dispensation, will not provide a positive “social 
score.”  As Believers, our worldview is in 
contradiction (or should be) to the social and moral 
evils now winning the day. Following godly principles 
is no longer viewed in a positive light but is perceived 
as a threat to current cultural trends.  Though we 
have been “providentially blessed” regarding 
persecution, the circumstances that supported such 
blessings no longer exist. 

	 Are we predicting that the type of persecution 
faced by First Century believers or those of the 
Reformation is imminent? No. But, we should not 
dismiss the possibility either.  We will say that if we 
are standing by our convictions, persecution is 
always a possibility.  What is certain is that we 
cannot modify our beliefs to fit the social norms that 
are overtaking the world at large - “be not conformed 
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 
12:2).  This has never been an easy prospect for 
Believers in any age of world history.  

	 What was true in 1988 when bro. Farrar posed 
the question “Persecution - A Thing of the Past?” is 
exponentially more accurate in what we have seen 
come to the fore in just the last few years and 
months.  Christ has prohibited us from fighting for or 
against the causes of the present Sin Constitution.  
But he has commissioned us, as his soldiers, to fight 
the spiritual battles in ourselves and to stand firm 
against the seducing spirits of a corrupt world. We 
must be “as wise as serpents but as harmless as 
doves.”  This will come with consequences: “All that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” 
(2nd Tim. 3:12).   

	 We will close with bro. Farrar’s words already 
quoted: “When persecution and harassment come 
and we are publicly charged with being a Bible 
Believer, will there be enough evidence to 
substantiate the charge, and will our faith and 
conviction be strong enough to pass the test?”


A Thomas 
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HOLD ON - HOLD  IN - HOLD OUT! 

“HOLD ON, my heart, in thy believing	 	 	 “HOLD IN, thy murmurs, heaven arraigning!	 

   The steadfast only win the crown! 	 	 	    The patient will see Christ’s loving face;

He who, when the stormy winds are heaving,	 	 Who bear their burdens uncomplaining,

   Parts with his anchor, shall go down	 	 	    ’Tis they who win the Father’s grace;

But he who Jesus holds, thro’ all		 	 	 He wounds himself who braves the rod,

   Shall stand, tho’ heaven and earth should fall. 	 	    And sets himself to fight with God.  


“HOLD OUT! There comes an end to sorrow;

   Hope, from the dust, shall conquering rise;

The storm foretells a sunnier morrow;

   Our cross points on to Paradise.

The Christ shall reign; cease all doubt;

   Hold on, my heart - hold in - hold out!” 


O.L.T. , November 1887 Christadelphian Advocate
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D R. Thomas, giving an account of his visit 
to Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1851, thus 
alludes to the lecture he delivered (in 

Temperance Hall, in the month of October), 
and to their effects: 

	 "We broke ground by showing that the subject 
matter of the gospel was a kingdom and the things 
related to it, which God intended to manifest in 
Palestine. It was therefore styled 'the Gospel of the 
Kingdom'— glad tidings to everyone that believes 
them concerning the kingdom, through which 
blessedness comes upon all nations; and glory, 
honour, and eternal life to all who shall possess it. We 
spoke also of repentance and remission of sins 
through the name of Jesus, to all who lovingly 
believed this gospel and were baptized into the name 
of the Holy Ones. We unfolded the nature of the 
kingdom; where it was to be, who were its subjects, 
and rulers and what its covenants and dominion. On 
week nights we called the attention of the public to 
Russia and the mission assigned it in the prophets; 
and to ‘England, its Future in relation to Russia and 
the Jews.’

	 “On the following Sunday, we spoke of the 
approaching overthrow of all governments, which 
were essentially usurpations of the rights of God, and 
political embodiments of the evil and sin of the world 
wherever they existed. They were incorporations of 

the power of those who, as the Scriptures say, 
‘destroy the earth’ that is, the people. That the 
purpose of God is to take possession of them, and to 

destroy the destroyers; and to assume the 
government of the world Himself, when the kingdoms 
shall become His and the King’s whom He shall 
appoint to rule the world in righteousness; for the first 
time it will have been so ruled since nations and 
kingdoms have existed upon the earth.

	 "This discourse seems to have fallen with some 
effect upon the sensitiveness of a portion of our 
hearers, being particular friends of the Queen's 
government. On Monday, Oct. 27th, we received the 
following note from the Province Building, or Palace 
of the Provincial Majesty: —


	 "Dr. Thomas was understood by some of his 
hearers on Sunday evening to reflect on existing 
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governments, including that of Great Britain, in 
terms unfavorable to the allegiance of the subject 
or the support of authority. From such an 
imputation the writer has, to the extent of his 
influence, defended Dr. T., although believing that 
his language might bear the construction 
mentioned.

	 "Perhaps Dr. T. will not object to remove, in a 
brief manner, on Tuesday evening, the impression 
which his words conveyed, as it is presumed, 
unintentionally.” 

	 "The above was without signature; but from the 
messenger who brought it, it was ascertained 
whence it came. On Tuesday evening, which was our 
last lecture, we gave the explanation sought. We 
readily admitted that we did reflect upon every 
government extant, imperial, regal, and republican; 
and should rejoice in succeeding to detach many 
people from allegiance to them. By this, however, we 
did not mean to say that we would advise them to 
rebel against authority, or, if in state of rebellion, that 
we would promote it. We inculcate the duty of all we 
succeed in detaching from their 
allegiance, being peaceable 
and quiet subjects of 
whatever government 
they may happen to 
live under; for the 
apostle saith, ‘Let 
every soul be subject 
to the higher powers.' 
We seek to transfer the 
allegiance of their hearts 
from the god of the world, his 
governments, and their honors and 
glory, to the God of the future state, to his King, and 
to His kingdom and glory. We do reflect upon the 
world's governments. They are all absolutely evil, and 
only relatively to one another good, better, and best. 
They are usurpations of the rights of God, who being 
the creator and benefactor of men, has alone the 
right to rule them for His own glory and honour, 
which is impossible so long as the dominion of the 
world is in the hands of its present rulers. He gave 

men 'dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth and upon every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth;' (Genesis 1:28), but He reserved to 
Himself the sovereignty over man whom he had 
'created in His own image after His own likeness.' But 
they rebelled against Him, and the result thus far is 
the history of the past. We reflect on all governments 
b e c a u s e , f u r t h e r m o re , t h e y r u l e f o r t h e 
aggrandizement of their own selfishness, and not for 
the promotion of truth, righteousness, and the good 
of the people. Still, evil and wicked as they are, we 
do not wish to see them dethroned by the people, 
who would probably do no better; yet if they did 
rebel, we would do nothing against them, neutrality in 
respect of all belligerents being the duty of a 
Christian until the Lord come. We desire the 
establishment of a holy, righteous, and just 
government over all the earth—a universal dominion 
that shall comprehend all nations, and make them 
sing for joy and gladness of heart, because of the 
blessedness they experience under its reign. But this 
is at present impossible; for neither have the world's 

r u l e r s n o r t h e p e o p l e , 
intelligence, wisdom, virtue, 

or power enough to 
accomplish i t . We, 
therefore, and all we 
can induce to swear 
a l l e g i a n c e t o 
Jehovah's King, are 

p a s s i v e a n d c a l m 
observers of events.  We 

take part neither with the 
people nor their oppressors, but 

protest against the wickedness of both. In Rome, 
Vienna, St. Petersburg, or Constantinople, though we 
abhor all their tyrannies with profound disgust, we 
'render to them all their dues,' if their demands do 
not necessitate the violation of the divine law, for ‘it is 
better to obey God than men,' come what may. We 
bide our time. We wait with patience the coming 
crisis—the time of action for the saints. The people 
and the governments will have fought out their battle 
when the Day of the Lord shall come. Down-trodden, 
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crushed, destroyed, the ruled will be hopeless of 
redemption by the hand of man. The triumph of evil 
and its wickedness will be great; (Joel 3:13) but the 
power of Him, who shall bind and punish it 
(Revelation 20:2) will be greater. A glorious day will 
that be to them whom he shall honour 'to execute the 
judgment written' (Psalms 149). The period of 
inactivity will have passed away; and the power of 
the enemy shall no longer 'prevail against' the Saints 
of God. The sword of the avenger will then be 
committed to them, and ‘they shall take away his 
dominion to consume and destroy it unto the 
end' (Daniel 7:26).

	 After this manner we removed briefly, or, perhaps, 
deepened the impression which our words conveyed 
on Sunday eve. We know not which, but in 
conclusion, we added, that the note in hand was 
quite an interesting and somewhat gratifying incident. 
It proved to us that we must be preaching a doctrine 
identical, or at least very much like that taught by 
Paul in days of yore. Thus he went to Thessalonica to 
preach Christ unto them, and in doing so they raised 
a clamor against him, declaring that he 'did contrary 
to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another 

King, one Jesus' (Acts 17:7).  What would Caesar or 
his friends have cared about Paul's announcing 
'another king,' if they did not understand him to teach 
that the country of his dominion was that already 
ruled by Caesar, and that consequently the 
contemporary existence of Caesar's power and 
Christ's was impossible? . . . If the clergy were to 
preach the same Gospel, they would not be so 
popular with the Caesars as they are. In fact, they 
would not be tolerated by them, for it was only when 
they confined King Jesus to the skies, and gave the 
world to Constantine and his successors that they 
ceased to be persecuted by the imperial power.  Let 
the clergy preach the Gospel of the Kingdom (but 
how can they preach that of which they are 
ignorant?) and they would soon find that absolutism 
would pass decrees against them, and democracy 
bribe lewd fellows of the baser sort to accuse them 
before the rulers; for persecution in some shape or 
other has ever been the fate of that proclamation 
which neither glorifies the great nor flatters the 
people, but announces the purpose of God without 
respect to e i ther.”  (Retr ieved f rom The 
Christadelphian, May, 1883).  
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DUTY OF THE SOLDIER IN CHRIST 
	 It is doubtful that any believer enjoys conflict and controversy; yet, as Dr. Thomas once remarked, the 
whole life of a (true) Christian is one of controversy, and he offered the example of Jesus and the apostles 
as witness.  To these we could add others, such as Moses and certainly some of the prophets.  Jeremiah 
particularly disliked the role in which he was cast, yet he did the Lord’s bidding though it meant conflict 
and ostracism and earned for him the enmity of the Jews for whose interest he “fought”.  Again we quote 
Dr. Thomas who said, “I have no controversy with persons.  It is with doctrines and principles, in my view, 
destructive of the Truth, and not with man, that I am at war.”  Since he so wrote, those dangers to the 
Truth have not been mitigated; rather they have increased.  These dangers are serious threats to the 
spiritual health and integrity of the Household, such as: Equating evolution with God’s creation; 
Immorality in general - eroticism and sensuality in particular; Materialism; Permissiveness; Worldiness and 
association with the world. 
	 Will we stand firm in opposition, or remain apathetic and indifferent? The duty of a soldier of Christ is 
to defend the Faith; to crush at their inception, false ideas and corrupt practices wherever found; to never 
sleep at our post but to be awake and alert to danger; to never retreat or compromise.   

Bro. Paul Safford, from the collection “Consider Your Ways”, p. 59 
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I N Eureka (vol 1, p 100) bro. Thomas stated of the 
memorial YHWH name - “Yahweh or Yah, as a 
noun and signifying ‘He who will be,’ is the 
memorial name the Deity chooses to be known 

by among His people.  It reminds them that HE will 
be manifested in a multitude, and that, in that great 
multitude which no man can number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, which shall 
stand before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands 
(Rev. 7:9) - in each and every one of them, “He will be 
the all things in all (Cor. 15:28); or, as it is expressed in 
Eph. 4:6, ‘there is one Deity and Father of all, Who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all.”  

A BRIEF OVERVIEW 

	 This name was revealed to Moses at the burning 
bush in response to a question by Moses: Ex. 3:13 - 
“And Moses said unto God, ‘Behold, when I come 
unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 
‘The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you;’ and 
they shall say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I 
say unto them?”  As a response, we are told - “And 
God said unto Moses, “I AM THAT I AM (what should 
be rendered I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE” and He said, 
“Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, “I 
WILL BE hath sent me unto you.”   

	 The Deity continued to further explain to Moses 
the total weight and identification of that name in 
verse 14, “And God said moreover unto Moses, 

“Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, ‘The 
LORD God (YAHWEH ELOHIM) of your fathers, the 
God (Elohim) of Abraham, the God (Elohim) of Isaac, 
and the God (Elohim) of Jacob, hath sent me unto 
you:  this is My name for ever (or for the olahm or 
hidden period), and this is My memorial unto all 
generations.”  

	 In Phanerosis (p. 66,67), bro Thomas wrote that 
the memorial name in its simplest form is “ehyeh 
asher ehyeh, ‘I will be who I will be.”   Asher, “who,” 
the relative pronoun in this memorial, is both singular 
and plural, masculine and feminine.  It will, therefore, 
stand for “ten thousand times ten thousand,” as well 
as for two or three persons.”   Bro. Thomas would 
explain, “The other two words of the memorial are the 
first person singular, future tense of the verb hahyah, 
“to be.”  In this memorial, the Eternal Spirit is the “I”, 
and the Elohim of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are the 
“who” of whom it is memorialized  they “shall be.”   
The readers will observe that it is not “I will be who 
tihyenah, they shall be”; but “who I will be”; for 
although “who” refers to a plurality, that plurality, 
when developed, is but the manifestation of the One 
Eternal Spirit.” 
	 It will be noticed in Exodus 3:15 that Deity states 
that, “this is My name for ever,” or “this is My name 
for the Olahm”.   This was a name, though defined 
and revealed in purpose to Moses and throughout 
the prophets, that was to find its intended fulfillment 
until a hidden and future time. It speaks to the 
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ultimate manifestation in a multitude of Elohim or 
“Mighty Ones.”   

	 Let the reader be reminded that the name of 
YAHWEH is provided to teach a critical lesson of 
manifestation of One, uncreate intelligence and 
power who has purposed to manifest His character 
and nature in a multitude of beings gleaned from the 
Adamic Race.  But not simply through the Adamic 
race - but more specifically taken out of the seed of 
Abraham.  In the reference in Exodus 3, we see that 
He declared Himself to Moses as manifest as the 
Mighty Ones of Abraham, the Mighty Ones of Isaac, 
and the Mighty Ones of Jacob.   We read in Deut 6:4, 
Yahweh’s declaration - “Hear O Israel, the LORD our 
God is One LORD.”   In Hebrew, this is “Sh’ma 
Yisraail Yahweh Elohainu Yahweh edkad.”    Bro. 
Thomas provides the literal translation of “Hear, O 
Israel! I WILL BE our MIGHTIES is One I will be!” 
	 We see that the Father first manifested himself in 
one of the natural seed of Abraham, created out of 
the condemned race of Adam and endowed with His 
spirit power without measure - this being Jesus the 
Anointed.  But this was not the fulfillment in complete 
manifestation.  As the apostle Paul revealed in his 
letter to the Galatians - “if ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the Promise.” 
To Abraham it was promised that his seed would not 
only be singular in nature, possessing the gates of his 
enemies, but that his seed would be as the stars of 
the heaven.  Of course, the expansion of that seed 
which is spiritual in nature, could only come through 
the redemptive work of Christ in the destruction of 
the sin nature. It is sin that acts as a breach or barrier 
to the manifestation of God in a multitude of Adamic 
beings.


VARIOUS APPLICATIONS OF THE NAME 

	 The memorial name of Yahweh is constructed 
and used by the Heavenly Father with a degree of 
flexibility.  What we mean by flexibility is that when it 
is attached or combined with other words, it teaches 
us various aspects of how God will choose to 
manifest Himself and provide indicators of the future 
manifestation of His Divine Grace.  The Companion 
Bible (E.W. Bullinger) lists 10 of these titles known as 

the “Yahweh Titles” under his Appendix #4.  They 
include the following, with slight grammatical 
modifications that we have made:


1. YAHWEH YIREH - He who will see 
2. YAHWEH ROPHEKA - He who will heal

3. YAHWEH NISSI - He who will be my banner 
4. YAHWEH MeKADDISHKEM - He who will 

sanctify you 
5. YAHWEH SHALOM - He will be (or send) 

peace 
6. YAHWEH ZeBAOTH - He who will be hosts 
7. YAHWEH ZIDKENU - He will be our 

righteousness 
8. YAHWEH SHAMMAH - He who is there. 
9. YAHWEH ELYON - He will be most high 
10. YAHWEH RO’I - He who will be my Shepherd 

We would suggest an added title (and there may be 
more that can be gleaned from Scripture) which is 
found in Genesis 21:33. We will touch on this 
reference as introductory to the other ten mentioned.   


HE WHO WILL BE THE STRENGTH OF THE 
HIDDEN PERIOD 

In Genesis 21:33, we read that Abraham planted 
a grove of trees in Beersheba. “And Abraham planted 
a grove (i.e. “trees” not an asherah grove) in 
Beersheba, and called there on the name of the 
LORD, the everlasting GOD.”  We are told that he 
called on the LORD and referenced him as the 
everlasting GOD.   This is not simply to call on, but 
literally to INVOKE OR PROCLAIM THE NAME.   
Now, the whole phrase or title is Yahweh, the 
everlasting El - or literally,  He who will be the 
strength of the Hidden Period (or Eternity).  Here 
we have the beautiful realization of the depth of 
Abraham’s faith - proclaiming the eternal existence 
and purpose of God with and on the earth.   The 
“hidden period” is in reference to when the promises 
declared to Abraham will find their realization through 
Yahweh’s manifest power. This “hidden period” or 
Olam will see the fulfillment of the promises made to 
Abraham - eternal life, inheritance of the Land of 
Promise as well as the entire earth, defeat of all 
enemies, including the culmination in the destruction 
of sin and death at the end of the Millennial Age, and 
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the manifestat ion of the s ingular seed in 
Righteousness and Power in the earth. 


YAHWEH-YIREH 
This title is found in Genesis 22 when Abraham made 
an attempt to offer up Isaac as God had 
commanded.  After the angel stayed Abraham’s 
hand, we read from the 
1 4 t h v e r s e - “ A n d 
Abraham ca l led the 
name o f tha t p lace 
Yahweh-Yireh: as it is 
said to this day, In the 
mount of the LORD it 
shall be seen.”   What 
should be seen?  We 
understand from this 
account through type 
and action that God would provide the means of 
salvation Himself.   As Abraham told Isaac, “God will 
provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering”. Here we 
see the name YAHWEH in sacrificial manifestation. 

	 Through Christ, Yahweh’s right hand, God 
manifested Himself as the means of salvation from 
Sin by the total consumption and condemnation of 
the Sin-Flesh Nature in the work and sacrifice of 
Christ. In Zion (the mount of the LORD), or 
Jerusalem, was not only the destruction of the 
diabolos in Christ’s flesh seen; in Zion will be seen 
the glory and exaltation of the Father’s only begotten 
son’s kingly glory.  Christ stated to the Jews, “Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see My day: and he saw it, 
and was glad” (John 8:56).    


YAHWEH ROPHEKA 
	 In Exodus 15:26, we read after the first record 
that “the People murmured” after crying out for water 
at Marah and were provided sweet water by throwing 
a tree into the once bitter water.  Moses then 
declared to the people - “If thou wilt diligently 
hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt 
do that which is right in His sight, and wilt give ear to 
His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will 
put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have 
brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD That 
healeth thee.”    Here we have the title of Yahweh 

Ropheka. Deity reveals Himself as the Divine Healer 
and the Restorer of the Soul.  HE WHO WILL HEAL.   
We read in Psalm 23:1-3 - “The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: He leaders me beside the still 
waters.  He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”  
	 Yahweh is the Divine Healer  - both of the mind 
and the body.  Sin is the root of our disease, and it is 
only by the taking away of that sin that true and 
eternal health can be achieved.   


• Ps. 103:3 - “Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, 
Who healeth all thy diseases.”  


• Ps. 147:2-3 - “Yahweh doth build up 
Jerusalem; He gathereth together the outcasts 
of Israel.  He healeth the broken in heart. And 
bindeth up their wounds.”   


• Isaiah 53:5 - We read here of the direct 
correlation to Christ - “But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of (or which 
procured) our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are healed.”  


• Ps. 107:20, 21 - “He sent His Word, and 
healed them, and delivered them from their 
destructions.  Oh that men would praise the 
LORD for His goodness, and for His wonderful 
works to the children of men!”  


	 Christ healed the people during his ministry. But 
these were signs of the ultimate Divine purpose to 
provide rescue from sin and to provide the only 
means of lasting and eternal healing from the 
oppressive Sin Nature.    He healed the sick as well 
as raised the dead.  (See:  Luke 5:14, Matt. 15:30 and 
Luke 7:14,16.)   The Physician Luke recorded that the 
power of the LORD was there to heal those of Israel, 
specifically the Jewish leaders who were themselves 
spiritually sick.  See Luke 5:17.  

	 This healing will also extend to the nations at 
large - first and foremost to Israel. (See Isaiah 
57:18,19; Hos. 11:3; Jer. 30:17; Isaiah 19:22; Jer. 
51:8,9.) It is only through Christ’s stripes (Yahweh 
Ropheka) that any can be healed of their illnesses.
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YAHWEH-NISSI 
	 We next go to Exodus 17:15. The context of this 
title is associated with the dramatic defeat of the 
forces of Amalek by Joshua.  Moses held up his 
hands as a sign of sustained faith in order to defeat 
this evil force (sin).  After the victory, Moses built an 
altar and called it Yahweh-Nissi.  Why?  He explains 

in verse 16 - “Because YAHWEH hath sworn that the 
LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation.”   The title is literally “He who will be my 
banner” or “ensign.”  Again, Yahweh is revealed in 
sacrificial manifestation as He will lead His people to 
victory over sin and death.   Paul exclaimed - “Who 
shall deliver me from this body of death?” and then 
answered the same question, “I thank God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Bro. Thomas commented on 
the connection between Christ and this Yahweh-Nissi 
altar - “Jesus being set forth by the Deity a 
propitiatory for the remission of sins that are passed 
through faith in his blood (Rom. 3:25) exhibits him in 
relation to the believer of the truth as an Altar - the 
real Ail-elohai-Yisraail and Yahweh-nissi. The Word 
made Flesh was at once the victim, the altar, and the 
priest.  The Eternal Spirit-Word was the High Priestly 
Offered of His own Flesh, whose character was 
without spot - “holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners;” “who knew no sin;” yet 
whose nature was in all points like ours - “sin’s flesh,” 
in which dwells no good thing.”     

	 Jesus is the commander and leader of the people 
- Isaiah 55:4 - “Behold, I have given Him, for a 
Witness to the people, a Leader and Commander to 
the people.” A great anti-typical victory for Israel after 
the flesh in a national sense will take place with the 

defeat of the Gogian forces - an antitype of Amalek. 
Such a victory will be gained under the military 
leadership of The Lion of the Tribe of Israel.  


YAHWEH MeKADDISHKIM 
	 Turning to Exodus 31:13 we read - “Speak thou 
also unto the children of Israel saying, ‘Verily My 
sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me 
and you throughout your generations; that ye may 
know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you.”     
Herein is the title “I am Yahweh MeKadishkim.”   The 
root of this title is in the word “sanctify” or qudash - 
to consecrate, sanctify, prepare, dedicate, be 
hallowed, be holy, be sanctified, be separate.  It is to 
make something clean for a separate or specific use.   
Yahweh alone can provide the means of such 
holiness or separation.   Upon disobeying the 
commandments of God, Adam and Eve were defiled 
and condemned creatures, and though they tried, 
their feeble attempts at restoration were futile.    God 
alone can provide the necessary means for 
sanctification in His sight.  

	 The occurrences of this title can be connected 
to the building of the tabernacle and the law of the 
Sabbath.   The Tabernacle and its associated laws 
were the means, and the ONLY means, by which men 
could draw near to God.   Remembering that Yahweh 
is the offended party in the great breach and offense 
committed by Adam and Eve, Yahweh alone can set 
the terms for a renewed and acceptable approach to 
Him. In Leviticus 21:28, God proclaims - “for I the 
LORD, which sanctify you, am holy.”  We remember 
that the golden plate on the forehead of the High 
Priest proclaimed - “Holiness unto Yahweh.”   God 
would declare in Leviticus 22:32 - “Neither shall ye 
profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among 
the children of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow 
(qadash) you...”  This is the first point of recognition 
on our part as exemplified in Jesus’ proscribed 
manner of prayer -  Matthew 6:9 - “After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our Father Which art in heaven, 
Hallowed (sanctified) be Thy name.”  

	 The Sabbath itself is Yahweh’s claim upon His 
people and the established method of that 
dispensation for a weekly time when all worldly 
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concern was set aside and time was devoted to 
worship and consideration of God’s laws and the 
w a y s o f a c c e p t a b l e o b e d i e n c e t o H i s 
commandments. Such was a renewal of spiritual 
mindedness and faithfulness in preparation for the 
next six days of earthly toil.   We read of God’s 
pleading with His people regarding their abuse of the 
Sabbath in Isaiah 58: 13 - “If thou turn away thy foot 
from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
LORD honorable; and shalt honor him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, not 
speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon 
the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob  thy father: for the mouth of the 
LORD hath spoken it.” 
	 Concerning this specific verse, the Expositor 
Series on Exodus quotes an H.F. Stevenson, who 
wrote - “To keep one day in seven really holy, 
however, is a standard few can attain.  Men are lovers 
of self rather than of God; and even the zealously 
religious would rather be busy in what they consider 
to be God’s service, than quietly waiting upon Him, in 
worship and devotion.  To meet this deficiency, this 
consequence of the Fall in human nature, God gave 
the promise contained within this name: ‘I am Yahweh 
that doth sanctify you.’  What He demands He will 

provide.  He will give them the desire 
and enablement to obey, if only there 
is a true responsiveness to His will on 
their part.  That is one of the most 
glorious truths of divine revelation, 
repeated in many different ways and 
contexts, in both the Old Testament 
and the New.  It is the thought 
underlying the use of this name of 
God, in its every appearance in the 
Bible.”  (End of Quote). 

	 This certainly is counter to the 
popular idea among so-cal led 
Christianity today that claims that God 
accepts us as we are.   There must be 
a seeking for God on the part of man 
and a change of character and action 

that is completely counter to that which is common 
or profane.  God provides the means for 
sanctification, but man (we) must prepare our hearts 
to follow the proscribed methods of this process.   
Herein lies the pattern of the Divinely given procedure 
for those of us in this dispensation:


• Sanctification is put into effect by God - 
Jude 1 - “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, 
and brother of James, to them that are 
sanctified by God the Father, and preserved 
(kept) in Jesus Christ , and cal led.. .” 
Sanctification is carried out through the 
sacrificial work of Christ: I Cor. 1:30 - “But of 
Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is 
made unto wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption. Heb. 10:10 - 
“By the which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once.”  


• As the Law of Moses provided the 
instructions for sanctification, this Spirit 
Word provides us with the necessary 
information for the change required of us. 
1st Pet 1:2 - “Elect, according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace 
unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”  Eph. 
2:18 - “For through Him (that is Christ) we both 
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have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”  
Jesus prayed to His Father, as recorded in the 
17th chapter of John, in verse 17, “Sanctify 
(hagiozo) them through Thy truth: Thy word is 
truth.”  Vs. 19 - “And for their sakes I sanctify 
Myself, that they also might be sanctified 
through the truth.”   


	 This process of sanctification carries on into the 
Coming Age as well.  God MUST be perceived by 
those who would please Him as to the absolute 
nature of His holiness or separateness from the 
common and fleshly things we are naturally 
associated with.  In the prophet Ezekiel we read: 


• 36:23 - “And I will sanctify my great name, 
which was profaned among the heathen, 
which ye (Israel) have profaned in the midst of 
them; and the heathen shall know that I am 

the LORD, saith the Lord (Adonai) God, when 
I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.  


• 37:28 - “And the heathen shall know that I 
the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my 
sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for 
evermore.” 

• 38:23 - “Thus will I magnify myself, and 
sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eye 
of many nations, and they shall know that I 
am the LORD.”  


	 This principle of sanctification/separateness/
holiness is a critical concept in the plan of YAHWEH 
and therefore finds an essential connection to the 
YAHWEH Memorial Name.

	 TO BE CONTINUED (Lord willing) in our next 
issue. 


A Thomas  
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THE fundamental message of the Bible 
is the Gospel, which signifies “good 
news” or “glad tidings.”  The Bible is a 
book wr i t ten by the power of 
inspiration working in prophets and 
apostles who lived in Israel many years 

ago. They lived at different times, and each wrote his 
part independently of the others, but one Spirit 
moved them all and enabled them to make known to 
men the mind of God in history, precept, and 
prophecy so that the Bible, though composed of 
many books and parts, is the one Word of God.

	 We are all familiar with the account of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden.  We know that God saw 
everything that He made, and “behold, it was very 
good. And the LORD God took the man and put him 
into the garden of Eden to dress it and keep it.  And 
the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of 
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die.” For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. “  
	 We know the woman then took the fruit and ate it 
and gave some to her husband and he ate it also.  
They both sinned.  Sin came through man’s exercise 
of free will in defiance of the law of God.  When they 

had eaten, their eyes were opened and they knew 
they were naked.  Also, because they sinned and 
disobeyed God they were now both subject to death. 
(For the wages of sin is death as we read in the book 
of Romans, chapter 6, verse 23.) Death or mortality 
came as a punishment of sin.  They were then driven 
from the garden to till the ground from whence man 
was taken. On the very day that they ate the 
forbidden fruit, they became dying creatures, subject 
to death.  

	 Now it was in this account of Adam and Eve (in 
Genesis) that God made His first promise of a 
redeemer to come.  Someone, through whom man 
could be redeemed from Adam and Eve’s first sin 
and gain eternal life.  Let’s look at this first promise 
found in Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel.” God’s mercy is revealed in the provision He 
has made for the forgiveness and redemption of sin-
stricken man.  This redemption provides for a 
covering, which is found in Christ Jesus.  The verse 
in Genesis just read is talking about this Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ.  We can see that redemption is a dire 
need due to the state into which mankind fell as a 
result of sin. 

	 We know from the Scriptures that the present age 
of man’s dominion is coming to an end. While there is 
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still time, we invite all to examine - or - re-examine 
the true teachings of the Bible.  If you want to 
understand the teachings of the Bible and God’s Plan 
of Salvat ion, you have to have a proper 
understanding of its first book, the Book of Genesis.  
It is essential that we should understand what the 
Bible has to say about our origin, our nature, and us.  
The Book of Genesis is about our origin. It tells us 
clearly that man is a created being: that he depends 
upon a Creator for his very life.  Genesis 6:17 and 
7:21 tell us that the animals also share “the breath of 
life” with mankind.  In reading Genesis, Adam was 
told in the Garden by God that if he disobeyed the 
commandment he had received, he would die.  He 
did disobey, and this is the judgment that was 
pronounced upon him: We read in Genesis 3:19 “In 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken; 
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

	 Death is not a door opening to a new life - it is a 
judgment for disobedience. Man returns to the 
ground.  To some, the term living soul found in 
Genesis 2:7, suggests some spirit within man, which 
“survives” the death of the body.  But that is not at all 
how the word soul is used in Genesis, where the 
word translated “soul” is used of the animals as well.  
In Genesis 1:21, 24 it is translated “living creature.” 
The Bible frequently compares the nature of man to 
that of animals.  The psalmist declares, speaking of 
both in Psalm 104:29 “Thou (God) takest away their 
breath, they die, and return to their dust.”  The writer 
of Ecclesiastes is quite categorical in chapter 3, 
verses 19,20; “For that which befalleth the sons of 
men befallen beasts; even one thing befalleth them; 
as the one diet, so dieth the other; yea, they have all 
one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence 
above a beast; for all is vanity.  All go unto one place; 
all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.”  Man 
and animals have by nature the same fate; they all 
return to the ground.  Twice God declares through 
Ezekiel  (18:4,20), “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”  
The soul then is the person, the living being.  When 
he perishes, the soul, or life, perishes with him.  
Nowhere in the Bible will you find the term “immortal 
soul” applied to man.  Psalms 49:20 states, “Man 

that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the 
beasts that perish.”  So it is understanding which can 
make the difference between a man and the animals.  
Where can man get understanding?  We get it from 
this Book, the inspired Word of God. 

	 Christadelphians believe the Bible to be the 
inspired word of God, and that God is the Creator 
and Sustainer of all life.  They believe in the one and 
only true and living God.  The God of Israel.  God has 
revealed a plan, and purpose for the earth, and its 
inhabitants, and requirements to be met by the 
human race if they wish to be participants in that 
plan.  It is because this is so well laid out in 
Ephesians chapter 2, that this chapter provides the 
theme for this consideration.

	 A hope of redemption is laid out in the Book of 
Genesis, 2nd Samuel, and throughout the Bible.  This 
hope is set forth in three great covenants of promise.  
The first of these three covenants of promise was 
given in Eden, after Adam and Eve had sinned. It 
promised life in contrast to the state of mortality to 
which they had become subject in consequence of 
sin.  We read this promise in Genesis 3:15 “And I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  This verse was 
the first mention of a Redeemer, a Messiah to come.  
The second promise was made to Abraham as he 
wandered as a stranger and homeless in the land to 
which he had been directed, and it promised him an 
eternal inheritance.  The third was made to King 
David, and set forth the hope of a settled, enduring 
throne of glory, free from the enmity that he had 
experienced during his lifetime. 


THE COVENANTS OF PROMISE EXAMINED 
Now let’s take a closer look at each of these three 

great covenants of promise.  First, the Edenic 
Covenant - As we’ve seen in Genesis 3:15, the 
Edenic Covenant promised mankind what had been 
lost through sin: even Life.  This very paraphrased 
reads as follows: “And I (God) will put enmity 
between thee (the serpent - representing sin and 
death) and the woman (representing the community 
embracing the Truth of God and seeking to obey His 
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will), and between thy seed (the serpent’s seed, 
representing those who allow the flesh to govern their 
thinking and actions) and her seed (those moved by 
the principles of God’s Word and will, chief of whom 
was the Lord Jesus Christ.) It (should be rendered 
“he” - the Lord Jesus) shall bruise thy head (shall 
bruise the serpent on the head - which is a fatal blow 
- by destroying both the power of sin through 
providing the atonement for it, and the inevitability of 
death through a resurrection to eternal life), and thou 
( the serpent, representing sin and death) shalt bruise 
his heel (or incapacitated him - a bruise to the heel is 
not fatal - by bringing him temporarily under its 
influence).”  Again, this is the First Promise. 


	 One of the most important covenants contained in 
the Bible is probably the Abrahamic Covenant (or the 
covenant made with Abraham). It is found in Genesis 
12:1-3, Now the Lord had said unto Abram, get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee: and I 
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed.”  The promise is 
contained in the words spoken to Abraham, when 
after leaving his father’s house and country, he had 
arrived in the land of Canaan.  Genesis 12:7, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land.” But this was not all: the 
covenant was of such a nature as to give to Abraham 
a personal interest in its fulfillment; for the “land” 
which was defined in Genesis 15:18 as extending 

“From the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates”, was also promised to Abraham as a 
possession.  Genesis 13:15, “For all the land which 
thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for 
ever.”  In a subsequent reference in (Genesis 17:7), 
the LORD spoke of these promises as a covenant, 
saying, “I will establish my covenant between Me and 
thee.”  Verse 8, “And I will give unto thee, and to thy 
seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, 
all the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession, 
and I will be their God.”  Continuing in chapter 22, 
verses 17 and 18, “That in blessing I will bless thee, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars 
of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the 
seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies.  And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my 
voice.” Notice this is just the opposite of what Adam 
and Eve did in the Garden.  These same promises 
were made to Isaac and to Jacob as you can see by 
the following references: Genesis 26:1-4 (Isaac); and 
in Genesis 28:1-4, 13, 14 (Jacob).  


	 In short, Abraham was promised resurrection from 
the dead unto life eternal through the redemption of 
the Lord Jesus, whose “Day” he (Abraham) beheld in 
faith.  In the promise to Abraham, therefore, and the 
national hope of Israel, there is seen an amplification 
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of the covenant made by God in Eden: “The seed of 
the woman shall bruise the serpent on the head.” 
This was now to be channeled through Abraham and 
his SEED, outside of whom there is no Hope as we 
read in Ephesians 2:12.  Now it should be fairly 
obvious that the seed referred to as the “Seed” of 
Abraham is none other than Jesus Christ.  In 
Galatians 3:16, Paul’s interpretation of his part of the 
promise follows precisely the same lines.  The seed is 
one (the Messiah) and not many (the nation of Israel). 
Verse 16: “Not to Abraham and His seed were the 
promises made.  He saith not, and to seeds as of 
many; but as of one, and to thy Seed, which is 
Christ.”  Here clearly, the seed of the promise is 
Jesus Christ. The Kingdom of God is based upon 
the covenants of promise - The Abrahamic Covenant 
guarantees the Land for an EVERLASTING 
POSSESSION.  


THE DAVIDIC COVENANT 
 	 The Davidic Covenant (or the covenant made to 
David) promised quite simply everlasting earthly 
authority to David and his seed over the inheritance 
granted by the promise to Abraham.  By this means, 
the seed of Abraham (Jesus Christ) will reign upon 
the earth, bringing the blessing of Divine 
administration to all people.  King David was told in 
2nd Samuel 7:10, “I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a 
place of their own, and move no more; neither shall 
the children of wickedness afflict them any more.”  
“The LORD will make thee an house.” Continuing in 
verse 12, “and when thy days be fulfilled and thou 
shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
(Jesus Christ) after thee, which shall proceed out of 
thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.”  
Continuing with verse 13, “He shall build an house for 
MY NAME, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom for ever.”  This is not talking about King 
Solomon because his kingdom was not established 
forever.  And in verse 14, “I will be his Father, and he 
shall be my son.” Verse 16, “Thine house and thy 
kingdom shall be established forever before thee; thy 
throne shall be established forever.” In these verses 
the seed of David is none other than Jesus Christ.  

God covenanted with David to establish a universal, 
glorious and everlasting kingdom on earth.  As the 
seed of David, we see in Jesus, the heir to David’s 
throne, who is destined to reign at Jerusalem.  These 
promises have not yet been fulfilled. Jesus Christ is 
the central figure in God’s plan of redemption, being 
the son promised to Abraham and David, through 
whom the promises are to be realized and the 
inhabitants of the earth blessed.  


	 In Acts 26:6, Paul stood before King Agrippa and 
said: “And now I stand and am judged for the hope of 
the promise made of God unto our fathers.” Who are 
the fathers? We read in Acts 3:13 “The God of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, hath glorified His son Jesus; whom ye 
delivered up and denied him in the presence of Pilate, 
when he was determined to let him go.”  
	 If these promises have been fulfilled, why was 
Paul hoping for them 2,000 years after they were 
made? Why did Christ have to die “to confirm the 
promises made unto the fathers” (Rom. 15:8)?  Why 
should Gentiles today bother themselves with 
promises made 4,000 years ago?  The question will 
be answered shortly. 

	 The Kingdom of God is to be established on earth 
at the return of Christ.  The establishment of this 
Kingdom, and the fulfillment of the promises made to 
Abraham, and the fathers were interlinked, and will 
take place at the same time.  Hebrews 11 tells of 
many of the faithful, listing them by name.  Of those 
faithful listed, verse 13 says, “These all died in faith, 
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not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” And of those 
faithful listed, verse 39 and 40 declares, “And these 
all, having obtained a good report through faith, 
received not the promise; (or that which was 
promised) God having provided some better thing for 
us, that they without us, should not be made 
perfect.” (Or receive what was promised.)

	 The Apostles Paul and Peter refer to the hope of 
resurrection. 


• Paul: “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the 
son of a Pharisee; of the hope and 
resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question” (Acts 23:6).  “And have hope toward 
God … That there shall be a resurrection of 
the dead…” (Acts 24:15). 


• Peter: “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 
living hope by resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead” (1st Pet. 1:3).  

	 Again, Paul writes of the resurrection, and of the 
victory, he had hope for over mortality (1st Cor. 
15:50-58):


“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption.  Behold, I 
shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed. In a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and shall be changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality.  So when 
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord.   

	 In conclusion, God’s promises can never be 
fulfilled without resurrection.  Neither can they be 
fulfilled if mortality is not changed to immortality at 
the judgment seat once resurrected.  Worthy people 
at the judgment are made equal unto the angels.  For 
we read in Luke 20:36, “Neither can they die 
anymore; for they are equal unto the angels; and are 
the children of God, being the children of the 
resurrection.”  

	 These promises have not yet been fulfilled and the 
fundamental message of the Bible is the Gospel, that 
Jesus Christ is the central figure in God’s Plan of 
redemption, being the Son promised to Abraham, 
David, etc. through whom the promises are to be 
realized and the inhabitants of the earth blessed. We 
have a personal responsibility in searching the 
scriptures for wisdom and understanding because 
belief is a first essential to salvation.  For to become 
related to the promises of God, we must understand 
them, and their relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
then act upon our understanding and belief.  We are 
told in Galatians 3:27-29 the following “For as many 
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus, and if ye be Christ’s, then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.”  And finally, Romans 6:3-5, “Know ye not, 
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life. For we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection.” 


Pat Hamilton 
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“Let Us” 
FROM  PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 

4:1 - LET US therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of 
you should seem to come short of it.  

4:11 - LET US labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same 
example of unbelief. 
4:14 - Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, LET US hold fast our profession. 

4:16 - LET US therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

6:1 - Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, LET US go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God…” 

10:22 - LET US draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

10:23 - LET US hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful 
that promised;) 

10:24,25 - And LET US consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
12:1, 2 - Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, LET US lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

12:28, 29 - Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, LET US have 
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God 
is a consuming fire. 

13:13,14 - LET US go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 
For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 

13:15 - By him therefore LET US offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
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IN Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, we find the 
following instructions: Heb 10:23-25 -   “Let us 
hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let 

us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works: Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching.” Given the events of the 
last few years, specifically the advent of COVID-19 
and all of its variants, it is my belief that it would be 
beneficial to explore this particular command and its 
implications for us individually and as a collective 
Body.

	 To start this study, I think we should explore the 
question of why we are commanded to assemble 
ourselves together. What is it about assembling 
together that is so important that we are told not to 
forsake it in Scripture? If we look at many of the 
commands that are given to us in Scripture about 
how we are supposed to act towards one another 
and how we are supposed to work within the 
ecclesia, we will find that many of these things can 
ONLY be done when we are assembled together in 
some form or fashion. Let’s take a look at just one 
passage with such commandments: Titus 2:1-10  - 
“But speak thou the things which become sound 
doctrine: That the aged men be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. The 
aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as 
becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to 
much wine, teachers of good things; That they may 
teach the young women to be sober, to love their 

husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own 
husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. 
Young men likewise exhort to be sober-minded. In all 
things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in 
doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he 
that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having 
no evil thing to say of you.  (9)   Exhort servants to be 
obedient unto their own masters, and to please them 
well in all things; not answering again; Not purloining, 
but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” 
	 In the previous passage, we find the apostle Paul 
giving instructions to the older members of the 
ecclesia on how they should behave and carry 
themselves so that they can teach the younger men 
and women of the ecclesia how to behave both 
through their example and through exhortation. There 
are two points to this that I would like for us to take 
into consideration as we explore the idea of 
assembling together. First of all, we find the words 
“exhort” and “teach” several times in this passage. 
“Teach”, according to Strong’s, is translated from the 
Greek word sophronizo, which means to discipline or 
to correct, indicating that it is the duty of the elder 
women in the ecclesia to instruct and teach the 
younger women how to be virtuous women and good 
wives to their husbands as well as good Sisters 
within the ecclesia. They are to give correction to the 
young women that they see straying or mistaken in 
some way and offer guidance to them. If we do not 
assemble together regularly so that we are around 
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one another, then how can elder Sisters know what 
guidance to offer a younger Sister in the ecclesia? 
The word “exhort” makes this even more clear as, 
according to Strong’s, comes from the Greek word 
parakaleo, which means “to call near that is invite” 
and can also mean to invoke, beseech, and comfort, 
indicating that the elder Brothers of the ecclesia are 
supposed to call the younger Brothers near to them 
in order that they might learn from their example. 
Again, it should be asked how this is to happen if we 
do not assemble ourselves together on a regular 
basis. Without the assembling of ourselves, how are 
our younger members supposed to be present with 
the elders enough that they see enough of an 
example to follow? If the elders are supposed to offer 
correction to the younger members, how can they do 
it without seeing them regularly? How can they even 
begin to know what correction and advice to offer?

	 Now that we’ve explored a little bit of why we’re 
commanded to assemble ourselves together, we 
should also ask the following questions: What 
specifically is involved in “the assembling of 
ourselves together” spoken of by Paul, and when 
does it happen? In short, the assembling of ourselves 
together happens any time that two or more believers 
come together and use the opportunity to study and 
discuss the Truth. The following are just a few 
examples.


EXAMPLE 1 
	 The first and most obvious example of our 
assembling together happens on Sunday mornings. 
These meetings provide us with a time that is 
structured into each week for us to gather for the 
purpose of studying the Scriptures and exhorting one 
another. Most importantly, it is at these meetings that 
we meet at the table of the Lord in fellowship with 
one another and break bread in remembrance of 
Christ’s sacrifice for us. The importance of these 
particular gatherings cannot be overstated since it is 
in these meetings that we engage in the truest 
practice of fellowship with one another and with God 
through the partaking of the emblems together at the 
Lord’s table. Aside from that and the exhortations 
and classes that it affords, our Sunday meetings, 

along with our Wednesday night classes, structure 
into our week time for us to interact with members of 
like, precious faith rather than the people of the world 
that we are around for so much of our daily lives. 


EXAMPLE 2 
	 Gatherings and Bible Schools also provide us with 
opportunities to assemble together in fellowship with 
one another. These events give us the chance to see 
Brothers and Sisters that we don’t have the chance 
to visit with on a regular basis and to discuss the 
Truth with them and attend classes and lectures with 
them and should be attended at every opportunity 
possible so long as the teachings and fellowship 
practices of the Bible School are Scripturally sound.


EXAMPLE 3 
	 Hymn sings provide us with an extra time each 
month to get together and praise our Heavenly 
Father through the singing of hymns with one 
another. It can be easy to treat these as an “optional” 
function of our ecclesia, however, we should bear in 
mind the many examples we have in Scripture of 
singing praises unto the Lord.


EXAMPLE 4 
	 If we find that we have the opportunity to do so, 
holding an extra Bible class/study during the week 
aside from Wednesday night is a very beneficial 
practice and allows us yet one more opportunity to 
assemble together. Even if all we do is get on the 
phone or Skype to do the daily readings with one 
another on a certain day.


EXAMPLE 5 
	 Socializing with our Brethren is a topic that I 
struggled with the decision to include here. For years, 
one of the main problems within the Body has been 
the fact that many Brothers and Sisters have treated 
weekly Meetings, Bible Schools, and Gatherings 
more as social events rather than spiritual ones. 
Many spend more time planning what they’re going 
to do when they leave the grounds for the afternoon 
than they do studying and discussing the Truth with 
one another. This same attitude in many ways has 
also bled into some of the ecclesias as well. With all 
that being said, it cannot be said that socialization 
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with our Brethren is entirely unimportant either as 
long as it’s done properly. It is my belief that it is 
important to spend time with one another for the 
simple sake of enjoying the company of our Brethren, 
whether that time is spent playing games or visiting a 
local museum or park or holding a birthday party for 
a child in the ecclesia. As Brothers and Sisters, 
simply spending time in one another’s company 
should be one of the greatest joys that we have. I 
believe that such time is valuable in that it creates 
bonds of phileo love between Brethren, and it is also 
my belief that, in order to have the agape love toward 
one another that we are commanded to have, we 
need to also build a philio connection with one 
another as well.


IN-PERSON, OR VIRTUAL? 
	 Now that we’ve discussed the activities that 
involve our assembling together, it is my belief, in 
light of the advent of COVID-19, that it would be 
prudent to discuss the question of whether or not our 
assembling together needs to take place in person 
(ie. physically together in the same space). Put 
bluntly, can technologies such as Skype provide a 
sufficient substitute for the physical gathering 
together that is commanded of us, or by using such 
technologies (except in very specific circumstances) 
instead of gathering together physically are we 
putting ourselves in 
danger of shirking 
o n e o f t h e 
c o m m a n d m e n t s 
g i v e n t o u s i n 
Scripture? It is my 
belief that, except in 
v e r y s p e c i fi c 
circumstances which 
will be discussed at a 
later point in this 
article, we should be gathering together physically 
instead of trying to use Skype as a replacement. 
S k y p e , a l o n g w i t h o t h e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
technologies, simply isn’t a sufficient substitute for 
meeting together physically. I do not believe that 
when the apostle Paul was inspired to write the 

instruction to not forsake the gathering of ourselves 
together he would have found Skype to be a 
sufficient replacement for physically meeting 
together. If we look at all the things that Paul and the 
other apostles risked in order to preach Christ’s 
name and to be with other believers, we find that 
they risked everything from beatings to being 
shipwrecked to execution.


	 After talking to a few people with varying opinions 
on this topic, I’ve come across some thoughts and 
objections that stand out in particular to me for 
various reasons. I’d like to present those points here 
and try to address them as best I can in only a few 
sentences.  

1. The apostles didn’t have access to technology 
like Skype, so we can’t say whether or not they 
would have condoned i ts usage as a 
replacement for physically attending meeting. 
Although true, this argument doesn’t hold water 
for very long when we consider that in no other 
case in Scripture is one of God’s commands 
followed by “unless a suitable substitute comes 
along sometime in the future”.


2. In reference to COVID, We would not step in 
front of a train and just expect God to save us, 
so why would we personally attend meeting 

during the middle of a 
d e a d l y p a n d e m i c 
when we have the 
a b i l i t y t o d o s o 
“remotely”? In this 
case, the objection is 
conflating two things 
t h a t a r e n ’ t e v e n 
remotely the same. Of 
course, we would 
never just step in front 
of a train at random 

and trust God to save us from the train. To do 
such a thing would be to test God. However, if 
our child or the child of one of our Brethren had 
fallen onto the tracks, I don’t think we’d think 
twice about running onto those tracks even in 
the face of an oncoming train to save that child, 
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all the while trusting God to protect us from 
danger because we’re doing the righteous thing. 
And that’s the key weakness in this objection: it 
assumes that attending meeting during a 
pandemic is testing God as much as stepping in 
front of a random train is. Following what God 
instructs us to do in Scripture is NEVER testing 
Him, and we can have faith in His protection so 
long as we are earnestly trying to follow His 
commandments to the best of our ability.


3. What do we get out of meeting together 
physically that we cannot get out of meeting and 
discussing remotely? When we’re Skyping into 
meeting, we only get whatever shows up on our 
screen which, in most cases, means we only 
really get the Sunday school and exhortation 
possibly with a short hello and visit from a few of 
our Brothers and Sisters. We don’t see who is or 
isn’t there, meaning unless it’s announced, we 
don’t know who in our ecclesia might need our 
prayers because they’re sick or struggling in 
some way. We don’t see the Sister or Brother 
sitting in the back with tears in their eyes 
because they’re struggling with something in 
their life and they need encouragement that we 
could possibly give them. We don’t notice the 
slightly off behavior of one of our Brothers that 

might indicate that they might need some help 
and instruction getting back on the straight and 
narrow path. We don’t foster the closeness that 
we should have with one another by staying 
around after meeting and discussing various 
things with one another, whether it be the 
exhortation that morning or other matters. Put 
simply, there’s a lot we miss when we’re meeting 
on Skype instead of in person.


	 In conclusion, Skype can be a blessing if used in 
the correct way. It can provide us a means of having 
a third Bible class in the week with Brothers and 
Sisters who are physically distant from us. It gives 
those in isolation the opportunity to be part of an 
ecclesia as much as possible, and it provides those 
who are currently sick or injured in such a way that 
prevents them from attending meetings physically a 
way of attending as best they can. If we’re using 
Skype for these purposes, then I think we’re on the 
right track. However, if we’re using Skype out of fear 
of a disease or, worse, for the sake of convenience, I 
truly believe that we’re dangerously close to putting 
that fear or convenience ahead of what God 
commands us to do.


Graydon Richardson 
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“The Law of the Spirit of Life” 
“The law of the Spirit of life” is the only law which provides for justification from sin and consequently 
the only law which counteracts the reign of death.  Only those therefore, who come under the operation 
of this law can escape the permanent reign of death. Does it prevent them from going into the death-
state? No; but it provides for their resuscitation, and this places them in precisely the same position as 
they were before dying.  Why do they die? As a CONSEQUENCE of “the law of sin and death,”  BUT 
NOT UNDER ITS UNRESTRICTED OPERATION; having been “made free” from that law it cannot 
retain its hold upon them; they must rise. Is their death a necessity? No; otherwise the last generation of 
those under “the law of the Spirit of life” could not escape going into the grave. 

The Blood of the Covenant, p. 29 
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L ET us begin by reading from Matthew 24: 
37-44. “But as the days of Noe were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be. For as in the days that were before 

the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark. And knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in 
the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall 
be taken and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know 
this, that if the goodman of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, he would have 
watched, and would not have suffered his house to 
be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” 
	 Events that have already taken place and others 
that we see taking shape, testify to the truth of this 
prophecy and indicate that the near future will be 
filled with terrible and significant occurrences. We 
know them; we have been warned beforehand and 
thank God for His revelation. But what effect does 
this warning have on our lives? Are we awake to our 
responsibilities? Awake to the dangers around us? 
Or, are our minds occupied with things that have no 
lasting benefit for us?

	 Jesus said, “As the days of Noah were so shall 
also the coming of the Son of Man be.” Let us bear in 
mind that in the days before the flood, when the 
whole earth was corrupt and filled with violence, and 
when every imagination of man’s heart was evil, there 
was one who walked with God. The record in 
Genesis says that Noah was a just man and perfect 
in his generation, and Noah walked with God. 


	 Sixty-nine years before Noah was born, Enoch 
was translated that he might not see death, and this 
was because he also walked with God. It has never 
been an easy thing in any age or generation to walk 
with God. 

	 In the days of Enoch and Noah, when impurity 
and violence were everywhere, it cost them 
something to walk with God. They insisted on living a 
simple, holy, and pure life. This was talked about, for 
everyone knew it, and no doubt the people of their 
time said the same things to them as those do today 
who criticize others who follow in the steps of 
Enoch.   To help guide us through these last days we 
are instructed to study to shew ourselves approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

	 The apostle James tells us to consider the 
prophets who have spoken in the name of the Lord, 
for it will certainly do us good. Paul said of the 
prophets, that they should be examples to us, and 
cause us to lay aside the sin that so easily besets us. 
The prophets, in common with all the children of 
God, had a law to conform to, a commandment to 
keep, and a work to do. If we consider the way they 
worked for the Lord, and how little they seemed to 
accomplish at times, and how much they suffered for 
the Truth’s sake; we will without any doubt be 
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encouraged to continue to do our part and carry our 
burden with a thankful and sincere heart. 

	 Now we gather from the early chapters of 
Jeremiah that God called him to be a prophet when 
he was a child, and he spent his whole life in God’s 
service. Jeremiah was subject to like passions just as 
we are; and as a man, his weakness manifested itself 
in his spirit being easily brought down. This has 
always been a common characteristic of the children 
of God, and as ironic as it may seem, it is in their 
weakness where their great strength lies, like those 
spoken of in Hebrews 11, who “out of weakness 
were made strong.” 

	 Let us turn to II Cor. 12:9-10 Here the Lord 
informs Paul: 


“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” 

This prompted Paul to say, 

“Most gladly therefore, will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, 
then am I strong.” 

	 We see in Jeremiah’s 
life many other things 
worthy of our replication. 
There are false prophets 
around us who match 
their teachings with ours. 
What should we do in 
this situation? Just as 
Jeremiah did: still hold 
forth the Word of the 
Lord, and commit our 
cause to God. Jeremiah 
said, “What is the chaff 
to the wheat?” 

	 Jeremiah realized that he was using God’s word, 
and that it always accomplished that which God 
pleased and he took all the tribulations that came his 
way, looking to God for vindication and a better 

future. Jeremiah spoke to the ecclesia during his day, 
warning them that the days of Judah’s kingdom were 
numbered. He encouraged them to heed the signs of 
the nations around them. He urged them to separate 
themselves from the apostasy that was in their midst. 
It evidently was Jeremiah’s principal mission to cause 
the nation of Israel to accept the Babylonian captivity 
as the punishment for their transgressions, and to 
look beyond for the mercy of God to bring them back 
to their own land. However, do or say what he would, 
the nation would not accept this as God’s purpose. 
Thus, as a reformer, we might say that Jeremiah was 
unsuccessful since the nation was hopelessly aligned 
to its idols. 

	 Even after all of the tragedies that came upon 
Jerusalem, the disasters that Jeremiah had warned 
them about, for some reason, the people still turned 
back to Egypt. Even after Jerusalem was in ashes, 
the people still turned to Egypt.

	 This is flesh, and it can take us in the exact same 
way as it took those people during that time period. 
Are we inclined to return to Egypt from whence we 
had been taken up? That’s what happened to Israel. 

	 Jeremiah felt strongly about his failure, which 

was through, no fault of 
his own. In this respect, 
the immediate result of 
his labor was similar to 
that of Christ’s. Christ 
was sent to the lost 
sheep of the House of 
Israel, and the Spirit of 
Christ in Isaiah says, “I 
have labored in vain, I 
have spent my strength 
for nought, and though 
Israel be not gathered, 
yet shall I be glorious in 
the eyes of the Lord.” 

	 In Jeremiah 12, verses 1-4 we read: “Righteous 
are thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee: yet let me 
talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the 
way of the wicked prosper? Wherefore are all they 
happy that deal very treacherously? Thou hast 
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planted them, yea, they have taken root; they grow, 
yea they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, 
and far from their reins. But thou, O Lord, knowest 
me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward 
thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and 
prepare them for the day of slaughter. How long shall 
the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, 
for the wickedness of them that dwell therein? The 
beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they 
said, He shall not see our last end.” 
	 Here Jeremiah discusses the prosperity of the 
wicked. In this, he was like Job and David, and 
perhaps ourselves also. If we reason this matter out 
we will find that a perfect balance is reached. There 
is a day coming when the punishment of the wicked 
will offset their prosperity and rejoicing, and when the 
reward of the righteous will recompense them for 
their present sufferings and trials. It is common on 
the part of the children of God, when they see the 
prosperity of the wicked, to ask if the way of sacrifice 
is really worthwhile, and would it not be more 
expedient to follow a course that offers more 
immediate results. Note the somewhat unclear, yet 
wonderful answer God gave Jeremiah in verse 5. 
Here God says, ‘If thou hast run with the footmen, 
and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou 
contend with horses? and if in the land of peace, 
wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how 
wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?’ Or to 
paraphrase verse 5: 


If you have difficulty in understanding the smaller 
trials, what will you do when you have greater 
ones to contend with? 

	 Ultimately, the prophet Jeremiah obtained a good 
report. By setting his hand to God’s work; he 
overcame; nothing in his way was too hard, no 
obstacle too great to surmount, and only death could 
stop him. Jeremiah is just as much a watchman for 
us today as he was for the children of Judah in those 

days. Warning the ecclesia of that day of the 
impending judgments because of their sins. And 
today he warns us of the judgments coming. Not only 
on the world but on the latter-day ecclesia as well. 

	 We are all very well aware that we are living in the 
last days. And it should be plain to us that we as the 
ecclesia, in the latter days, are in great danger 
because if we associate ourselves with the world, we 
also are in danger of “weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.”  Paul confirms these thoughts in Romans 15. 
“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope” (vs. 4). 

	 As we read and meditate on the examples of 
Enoch, Noah, and Jeremiah ... it is important that we 
not forget that there is nothing more desirable in that 
we may be among those whom the Lord will take in 
the day of His coming, and who will be translated so 
that they will never see death. At the first breaking of 
bread, when the twelve assembled in that upper 
chamber, Jesus said to them in His exhortation:

	 John 14:1-3 - “Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.”  
	 Therefore, to conclude these thoughts, we will 
reference the same passage we began with from the 
book of Mathew: “For verily I say unto you; This 
generation shall not pass, till all these things be 
fulfilled ... But as the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be ... Then shall two be 
in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left ... Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” 

Joel Thomas 
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Psalms 19:13 – “Keep 
back thy servant also from 

presumptuous sins; let 
them not have dominion 
over me: then shall I be 
upright, and I shall be 

innocent from the great 
transgression.”

T HIS article was prepared to review the 
treatment of natural Israel under the Law 
of Moses regarding forgivable and non-
forgivable sins.   Lessons learned from this 

review will then be examined in regard to the sins 
committed throughout the probationary lives of 
believers after coming into the everlasting covenant.

	 One of Yahweh’s great attributes is the extension 
of mercy and forgiveness toward those that love Him 
and keep His commandments.   This extension of 
mercy was manifested under the Law of Moses when 
the faithful Israelites offered the required sacrificial 
animal in accordance with God’s commandments 
and these acceptable sacrifices would ascend to 
Yahweh like a sweet-smelling odor.     The following 
verses in Deuteronomy set forth this marvelous divine 
attribute.   Deuteronomy 7:6-12 - “For thou art an 
holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy 
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto 
himself, above all people that are upon the face of the 
earth. The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor 
choose you, because ye were more in number than 
any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But 

because the LORD loved you, and because he would 
keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, 
hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, 
and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know 
therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the 
faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with 
them that love him and keep his commandments to a 
thousand generations; And repayeth them that hate 
him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack 
to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face. 
Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and 
the statutes, and the judgments, which I command 
thee this day, to do them. Wherefore it shall come to 
pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, 
and do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto 
thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware 
unto thy fathers:” (underlining is mine – BH)

	 These verses teach us that God would be 
merciful and forgiving of the sins and transgressions 
of faithful Jews who kept the commandments and 
the covenant of Yahweh.   We know that only Christ 
Jesus was able to be perfectly obedient to the 
commandments of Yahweh.   All others, through 
either the weakness of the flesh or willful 
disobedience, were not able to manifest this degree 
of perfect obedience.   How then did the children of 
Israel receive mercy and forgiveness for their sins?  
The law’s requirements were very specific.   The 
process of atonement and redemption contained 
very specific requirements that had to be followed 
exactly as set forth within the Law.  The most 
important principle that had to be recognized was 
that there could be no remission of sins, personal or 
inherited sin nature, without the shedding of blood.  
The offeror of the required sacrifice had to be 
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knowledgeable of the import of their sacrifices in the 
plan of redemption and must have knowledge that 
the offered sacrifice was pointing forward to a greater 
more perfect sacrifice, the promised Redeemer. 

	 The Law of Moses made a distinct difference 
between sins of weakness and deliberate sins of 
rebellion against the commandments of God.  
Sacrifices were allowed for sins of weakness, but 
there were no sacrifices available for deliberate and 
willful sins against God.   These deliberate and willful 
sins are described as “presumptuous sins”.  

	 Deuteronomy 17:11-13 – “According to the 
sentence of the law which they shall teach thee, and 
according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, 
thou shalt do: thou shalt not decline from the 
sentence which they shall shew thee, to the right 
hand, nor to the left.   And the man that will do 
presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest 
that standeth to minister there before the LORD thy 
God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die: and 
thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.   And all the 
people shall hear, and fear, and do no more 
presumptuously.” 
	 In these verses, we are taught that individuals 
who acted presumptuously were to be put to death.  
To act presumptuously is to act “arrogantly; out of 
pride; rebellious; or willfully sinning”.   If death is the 
only result of these types of sins, then it is logical to 
believe that there were no sacrifices available for 
presumptuous sins.  

	 Online Quote – “What the Bible says about 
presumptuous sins” - www.bibletools.org –


	 “The word presumption does not quite mean 
in Hebrew what it does in English. In English, it 
simply means "to assume," to take a matter upon 
oneself without considering all the factors and 
doing it. However, in the Old Testament, it carries 
the idea of acting arrogantly—of rebellion. In fact, 
it means to do something with audacity or to be 
headstrong. It refers to those who overstep their 
bounds or dare to act in a disobedient manner. A 
willfulness is implied in the word that is not 
contained in English, making it much more 
forceful. 

	 In other words, a person who sins 
presumptuously is fully aware of what he is doing; 
he is fully educated and not in ignorance either of 
what he is doing or the potential cost of doing it, 
and he deliberately sets his mind to do it. It is an 
act of rebellion, an audacious setting one's will, 
despite all he knows, to go ahead and do it 
anyway. 
	 B y t h e s e u s a g e s , t h e w o r d 
"unintentional" (acting in ignorance – KJV – BH) 
in Leviticus 4 and Numbers 15 can include within 
it someone who is conscious of what he is doing 
but does not act audaciously. He does not plan it. 
He is not rebellious—but weak. God will forgive 
that, but He will not forgive the sin that is 
presumptuous according to usage of the word in 
the Old Testament.”  End Quote. 

PRESUMPTUOUS SINS UNDER LAW OF MOSES 

	 The foundation principles of divine law are found 
in the verses of Exodus 20:3-17 which are commonly 
known as the 10 commandments.   These 
commandments are so l id ly based on the 
manifestation of the two great commandments - love 
for the Father and love for our neighbor.   Deliberate 
violation of any of these commandments would be 
considered a presumptuous sin and therefore subject 
to the punishments set forth by the Eternal Creator.  
Let us compare these verses with the applicable 
degree of punishment for willful disobedience.   We 
will list the commandment first and then the divinely 
pronounced sentence for deliberate and willful 
disobedience.   As the table on the following pages 
presents, the punishment for deliberate disobedience 
of most of the Ten Commandments was death.

	 There are many more individual verses that 
speak of the punishment by death of those who 
willfully and deliberately forsook the commandments 
of the Lord that were contained in the Law of Moses. 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 provides a very good 
summary of the free will choices that were available 
to the children of Israel.

	 “See, I have set before thee this day life and 
good, and death and evil; In that I command thee this 
day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his 
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ways, and to keep his commandments and his 
statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and 
multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in 
the land whither thou goest to possess it. But if thine 
heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt 
be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve 
them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall 
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days 
upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to 
go to possess it. I call heaven and earth to record this 
day against you, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, 
that both thou and thy seed may live: That thou 
mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest 
obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: 
for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou 
mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto 
thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to 
give them.”  

	 If they chose to be obedient, then life would 
continue.   If they willfully chose disobedience then 
death would occur. If there was no available sacrifice 
for the commission of a particular sin, then the Law 
uses the phrase “cut off” or “cut off from his people” 

to describe the punishment of death for these 
deliberate and willful sins against Yahweh.

	 Under the Law of Moses, the Scriptures use the 
phrase “cut off” in basically two different situations. 
The first situation is when the individual is “cut off” 
from living; i.e. they are put to death.   The second 
situation is when the individual is taken outside the 
nation for punishment for a sin committed; i.e. cut off 
from fellowship with the nation of Israel for a period 
of time.   Numbers 5:2 records that there are only 3 
instances where an individual was taken outside the 
camp and remained there for a period of time in a 
status of disfellowship.   “Command the children of 
Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and 
every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is 
defiled by the dead:”  

	 The majority of the usages of this phrase – “cut 
off” - comes from the Hebrew (H3772) “karath” which 
occurs almost 130 times.   There are over 20 other 
Hebrew words that are also translated as “cut off”.  

	 This principle under the Law of Moses in regard 
to the meaning “to cut off by death” is summarized in 
Deuteronomy 17:12 – “And the man that will do 
presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest 
that standeth to minister there before the LORD thy 
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God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die: and 
thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.”  

	 Let us compare this verse in Deuteronomy with a 
similar passage in Numbers 15:30-31 – “But the soul 
that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be 
born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth 
the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among 
his people.   Because he hath despised the word of 
the LORD, and hath broken his commandment, that 
soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon 
him.”  
	 There are several scriptures that use the phrase 
“cut off from his people” or “cut off from among his 
people”. Is there a difference in 
meanings between the term “cut 
off” and “cut off from his 
people”?  The most direct single 
verse in regard to this matter is 
found in Exodus 31:14 – where it 
is stated – “Ye shall keep the 
sabbath therefore; for it is holy 
unto you: every one that defileth 
it shall surely be put to death: 
for whosoever doeth any work 
therein, that soul shall be cut 
off from among his people.” 

	 Let us notice the bolded 
and underlined phrases in this 
verse that connects the punishment of death to being 
cut off from among his people.   We also find the 
situation of the commission of the presumptuous sin 
that can be found in the comparative verses of 
Numbers 15:30-31 and Deuteronomy 17:12 as 
referenced earlier.   These two verses teach us that 
the individual committing a presumptuous sin would 
be cut off from his people by the punishment of 
death.   We also find the connection between cutting 
off from his people by death in Leviticus 20:2-3 – 
“Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, 
Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his 
seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: 
the people of the land shall stone him with stones.  
And I will set my face against that man, and will cut 

him off from among his people; because he hath 
given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, 
and to profane my holy name.”  

	 In the case of witchcraft, we find an indirect 
connection between cutting off from his people and 
the punishment of death.  Let us read Exodus 22:18 –
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live” and Leviticus 
20:6 – “And the soul that turneth after such as have 
familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring 
after them, I will even set my face against that soul, 
and will cut him off from among his people.” Those 
that supported the witch would be considered to 
have committed spiritual adultery against God and 

w o u l d r e c e i v e t h e s a m e 
punishment as the witch – 
sentenced to death.  

	 There are other scriptures 
about different situations that 
appear to be teaching the same 
precept but as they are not as 
directly connecting as these 
referenced, we will not use them 
as proof.  But there appear to be 
lessons that teach that to cut off 
by death can mean the same as 
to cut off from his people.  

	 In summary of the types of 
sins that an Israelite could 

presumptuously commit and the punishment of death 
that was provided for in the Law of Moses, the 
Scriptures teach that any deliberate attempt to 
circumvent the Law even in the smallest manner such 
as gathering sticks on a Sabbath was usually 
punishable by death.   Those who committeth these 
types of presumptuous sins probably understood the 
Laws that they tossed aside but chose to live a 
lifestyle of despising the Law of Moses as described 
in Hebrews 10:28 – “He that despised Moses' law 
died without mercy under two or three witnesses.” 

PRESUMPTUOUS SINS OF SPIRITUAL ISRAEL

	 This verse in Hebrews brings our minds to how 
this subject matter impacts Spiritual Israel’s 
assessment before the Judge of the whole earth.  
Can spiritual Israel commit presumptuous sins?   If 
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so, are there punishments set forth in the Word of 
God in regard to these presumptuous sins?   If so, 
what kind of punishment?   These questions are 
answered below hopefully in a manner pleasing to 
Yahweh.

	 As in the case with the Ten Commandments, 
the two foundations of God’s laws for spiritual Israel 
are recorded in Matthew 22:37-40 – “Jesus said unto 
him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  
This is the first and great commandment.   And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.”  

	 Brethren and sisters within the Everlasting 
Covenant can and do sin presumptuously against 
God and Christ and their fellow servants.   When this 
is the case, then it is imperative to search our minds 
and our l i festy les and determine i f these 
presumptuous sins were committed because we 
have let these sins become part of our daily 
lifestyles.  This intense examination can only be done 
for our own actions.  If we start examining the lives of 
others, instead of our own lives, then we are 
indicating to God and to ourselves that others are 
more sinful than we are and that their lives should be 
examined more thoroughly and completely than is 
necessary for ourselves.   We are changing the focus 
of the Scriptural spotlight from off ourselves to 
others.   We are changing the purpose of the intense 
examination that we need for ourselves.   When that 
happens, we have missed the entire objective of the 
scripturally defined principle of examination.  

	 This practice of looking at the actions of others 
more closely than at our own actions may be 
considered an act of self-justification.   We are 
deceiving ourselves to believe that we are not as 
sinful as other individuals that we choose to analyze 
and judge.   Doesn’t Luke 18:11 describe individuals 
that examine others rather than themselves?   - “The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I 
thank thee, that I am not as other men are, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 

publican”.   Would not God consider this an act of 
pride and thus a presumptuous sin?

	 There are specific generic sins listed in the New 
Testament that would be considered presumptuous 
sins committed by the covenanted believer.  

• Hebrews 10:26 – “For if we sin wilfully after that 

we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.” 

• Matthew 10:33 – “But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven.”


• Mark 8:38 – “Whosoever therefore shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall 
the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”


	 What are some specific acts that brethren can 
and do commit that may be considered by Yahweh to 
be classified as a presumptuous sin against Him, His 
Son, or our brethren? Consider the following points.

	 Adding to or taking away from the Word of 
God – Revelation 22:18-19 – “For I testify unto every 
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book: And if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
and from the things which are written in this book.”  
This particular principle is also mentioned in 
Deuteronomy 4:2; Deuteronomy 12:32; Proverbs 
30:5; and Ecclesiastics 3:14.   This presumptuous sin 
is punishable by eternal death pronounced upon us 
at the Judgment Seat.   This sin is presumptuous as 
defined above because when manifested, we are 
saying that we know more about how to achieve 
salvation than what God has declared.   We are 
saying that the Word of God is not complete or 
contains too many details that are not necessary for 
us to obey.

	 Departure from the Truth – See the parable of 
the sower and the explanation of the parable in 
Matthew 13.     Brethren have been accused many 
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times throughout the ages that their actions have ran 
another believer away from the Truth.  The parable of 
the sower only provides three different situations for 
the reasons that a believer will leave the Truth.   The 
parable describes these three negative situations as 
seed that is sown by the wayside, on stony places, or 
among thorns.   The explanations for these three 
different temporary places that the seed is sown are 
given in Matthew 13:18-23.   If there is any reason 
given other than these three explanations that are 
used to describe the departure of an individual from 
God’s Truth, then that can only be interpreted as 
adding to the parable. The quote above from 
Revelation 22:18-19 and from similar verses presents 
God’s thoughts and punishment on individuals who 
add to or take away from His Word.

	 Hearing the commandments of the Word of 
God and refusing to do them.   Luke 6:46 – “And 
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?”   Not doing the things commanded by 
the Lord can either be a momentary manifestation of 
the weakness of the flesh or the manifestation of an 
attitude of willful disobedience.   There can be 
forgiveness, with proper repentance, for the 
momentary weaknesses of the flesh but not for a life-
long attitude of disobedience.   The words in Luke 
6:47-49 presents a vivid picture of the result of a 
lifetime of obedience or a lifetime of disobedience.  
“Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my 
sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom 
he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and 
digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and 
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently 
upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was 
founded upon a rock.   But he that heareth, and 
doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation 
built an house upon the earth; against which the 
stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; 
and the ruin of that house was great.” 
	 Whenever the Word of God uses phrases such 
as “to them that hear” or something similar, we 
should pay close attention to what follows.   The 
words that follow makes us choose between hearing 
and creating a desire to do what we hear or hearing 

and choosing to ignore and not do what we hear.  
Since we are looking at Luke 6, we ask that all look at 
the commandments between Luke 6:27 and Luke 
6:45.   This is one of many passages that follow the 
exhortation found in Luke 6:27 – “But I say unto you 
which hear”.   When we find passages such as this in 
God’s word; are we hearing, are we listening, and are 
we comprehending what is being said?   Do we 
continue to strive to practice the commandments in 
this section and other similar sections in the Word?  
Do we pick and choose the commandment that we 
want to follow?   Do we try to determine which one is 
easiest for us to follow?  Again, we cannot make this 
assessment for others.   We have to ALWAYS look 
inwardly.  We have to focus on and work out our own 
salvation.   This is evident when we look at verses 
48-49 of this chapter.   Eternity or total ruin/
destruction are the two individual outcomes of being 
obedient or presumptuously not being obedient to 
the commandments of the Lord.   If believers hear 
and are able to comprehend what they hear and then 
do not, that becomes a deliberate and willful 
presumptuous sin.  We know that in the New 
Testament, the New Covenant in God brings our sins 
to a higher level than the Law of Moses did.   Under 
the New Covenant, Christ tells us that our 
unrepentant thoughts are as sinful as the commission 
of the actual act of sin.  Even if we do not act out our 
thoughts, we are still accountable to God and Christ 
for a lifelong attitude of evil thoughts and actions 
regarding the things of God.

	 Asking Yahweh for mercy and forgiveness but 
refusing to offer it to others – This is a sin that 
through the weakness of our flesh, all of us will 
commit at some time in our probationary lives.   The 
question that we have to ask ourselves is – Have we 
let this attitude become the way that we live our 
lives?   How is this a presumptuous sin?   When we 
ask Yahweh to forgive us while we fail to forgive 
others, we are basically saying that we know more 
about how to treat our brethren than God does.  
When someone asks for forgiveness for a perceived 
offense, what is our first reaction?   These may be 
some of the questions that we consider at that time:  
Have they truly repented?   Are they really sorrowful 
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for what they did?   Do they really mean what they 
say?   Did they ask forgiveness in the right way or for 
the right things?  Only Yahweh and Christ can 
righteously discern these matters.  

	 Let us consider Hebrews 4:12 – “For the word of 
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.”   This verse teaches us that 
only God and Christ have the ability to be a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.   When a 
believer fails to forgive others based on the 
unscriptural reasons noted above, they are saying 
that they can accurately discern the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.   Aren’t they putting themselves 
on the same plain as Yahweh and Christ?   Isn’t this 
presumptuous?   How do we know that God and 
Christ haven’t forgiven them?   We cannot know if 
God and Christ have actually forgiven a brother or 
sister for a particular sin.   Therefore, we can only 
imagine what God thinks of us when we fail to forgive 
a brother or sister that He has forgiven.  Are there any 
ongoing grudges in our relationships with our 
brethren?   Are we taught in God’s Word to bear 
grudges or to forsake them?   Are we acting 
presumptuously or not?   

	 Blessing God and Cursing Men – James 
3:8-10 – “But the tongue can no man tame; it is an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we 
God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, 
which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the 
same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be.”   Do we 
bless God and curse our brethren?   Is this 
considered a presumptuous sin?  What are we saying 
if we do this?   Christ says that when we treat our 
brethren in an unscriptural manner, it is the same as 
we are treating him in the same manner – Matthew 
25:40.   If we bless God and curse our brethren, then 
we are being disobedient to the two primary 
commandments of the Word – to love God first and 
then to love our brethren.   How can we expect God 
to love us when we cannot show love towards our 

brethren?  That is an attitude of thumbing our nose at 
the commandments that are unpleasant to our taste.  
An individual doing this is flouting the two great 
commandments when one acts in this manner.   Why 
would we curse our brethren?   Maybe, because of 
their persecutions against us, perceived or real. 

	 Romans 12:14 addresses this matter when Paul 
states that “we should bless them which persecute 
you; bless, and curse not.”   This is a repeat of the 
words of Christ found in Matthew 5:44 – “Bless them 
that curse you.”  What must Yahweh think of us if we 
a r e i n t e n t i o n a l l y n o t f o l l o w i n g t h e s e 
commandments?   Ephesians 4:29 states “Let no 
corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace to the hearers.”   Each of us must 
constantly guard what comes out of our mouths.  
Everything that we do should be for the purpose of 
edifying one another.   Even when there are 
disagreements between brethren, we should strive to 
edify one another to reconcile any breach between 
ourselves and to help others walk faithfully towards 
the kingdom.   Unfortunately, we let the flesh and the 
tongue take control of these moments that should be 
focused on reconciliation between brethren and the 
focus of the conversation may turn to the dark side of 
our nature.   We are commanded to let our light shine 
in season and out of season, on days when we may 
not have as much to overcome and on days when we 
face many trials.  

	 I think that all can agree that every brother and 
sister has failed to control our tongue.   We are 
definitely not letting our light shine when we fail to 
control our tongue.   We may curse one another by 
reverting to name-call ing, by putting forth 
accusations against another without giving the one 
accused the opportunity to understand the charge 
against them, or to be able to speak to the charge. 
As we think about this term “Curse”, we need to 
realize that it is not just talking about what we would 
define as “swearing”.   It is broader than that.   In 
regard to our brethren, it may be used when we are 
wishing someone ill will through the actions taken 
against them or through the words laid at their feet.  
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	 James 5:19-20 states “Brethren, if any of you do 
err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him 
know, that he which converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
hide a multitude of sins.”   How can we help to 
convert a sinning brother or sister, if we are cursing 
them through our actions or our words?   Providing 
assistance to help a brother (agape love) to see the 
error of his or her ways requires two-way 
communication, patience, willingness, long-suffering, 
mercy and the wisdom from above as defined by 
James in Chapter 3:17.   We all fail to manifest these 
characteristics at times; we all need to work hard to 
manifest the correct spirit towards our brethren.   If 
we cannot do this, then how can we ask God to be 
patient, long-suffering, and merciful to us?  Aren’t we 
acting in a presumptuous manner when we ask God 
for something that we are not willing to offer unto 
others?   We need to think hard about the answer to 
this question. Of course, there are many other 
passages and verses that could be provided to 
discuss the choices that each of us makes as 
individual brothers or sisters in Christ in order to learn 
obedience or to practice disobedience.  

	 Brethren, we have a great responsibility in our life 
of probation to perform a continual and honest self-
examination.   We should do this examination with 
humility and courage to face and accept the outcome 

of that examination.   As we await the return of our 
Master, we have to make sure that our relationships 
with God, Christ, our spiritual family and our natural 
families are in accordance with every aspect of the 
Word of God.   If we know that our actions are 
contrary to what God has commanded and then 
continue to choose to be rebellious and disobedient, 
then we need to remember the words of Psalms 
19:13 – “Keep back thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over 
me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent 
from the great transgression”.

	 Let us order our lives so that our lifestyle choices 
will not produce this assessment from Christ at His 
Judgment seat – “And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.” Matthew 7:23. Rather, let us choose 
obedience and life, so that we may hear these so 
sought-after words of blessing from Matthew 25:21 – 
“His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord.”   We make the choice 
today, brethren.   May we all make the right choices 
and not be cut off from our people at the Judgment 
Seat.  


B. Henderson 
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“I Am the Vine, Ye are the Branches” 

Here we have men in Christ the Father’s tillage: but the tillage is with an object - not the mere benefit of 
the branches (as the popular idea of salvation supposes), but the gratification and profit of the Father 
vine-dresser.  “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away” - a fruitless branch, a useless 
thing.  What is the fruit?  The results that spring in a man’s mind and life from the faith of Christ, 
otherwise described by Paul as “the fruit of the spirit, love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5: 22, 23).  God aims at producing this fruit in men by the 
truth concerning Christ.  The power or success of the truth in any man is to be measured by this result.  
“Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit; so Jesus informs us.  This will be done finally at 
the judgment: but there is many a removal in the ways of providence now, as we learn the message of 
Christ to the seven Asiatic ecclesias (Rev. 2:16; 3:3).    

Nazareth Revisited, pp. 288, 289 
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W HERE do we begin?  Knowing that 
Brethren are watching world events 

very closely, and with events moving 
and changing quickly, we will simply 

attempt to provide a degree of perspective.  As the 
world has moved from one crisis to the other over the 
past couple of years, clearly, the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine is the crisis of the moment. For Bible 
students, anything to do with demonstrations of 
aggression on the part of the Russian Bear should be 
of great interest.  And it appears that these latest 
moves by Russia are only the beginning stages of a 
much larger master plan that has dramatic 
connections to our Prophetic expectations.


	 Russia is not having an easy time in Ukraine, and 
the West continues to pump military resources into 
the fight - which simply guarantees more carnage.  
The capitulation of Ukraine, to some degree, appears 
inevitable.  Despite the appearance of tactical 
blunders on the part of Russia, it is learning from its 
mistakes. And the political and economic gains that 
Russia has made cannot be overlooked. By 
overtaking southern Ukraine - which runs up against 
the Black Sea, Russia is one step closer to eventually 
having complete control of the region and eventually 
possessing the Bosphorus and Dardanelles of 
Turkey. In the initial stages of the conflict, Turkey 
claimed that they would enforce a 1930s treaty to 
close Black Sea traffic to the Russian navy in a time 
of war.  But, we have heard nothing of this since the 
initial rumblings. Eastern European nations, such as 
Poland, are extremely worried about being next on 
Russia’s menu.  Russia has cut off gas supplies to 
Poland and Bulgaria as of this writing.  

	 The West has shown that though they are willing 
to provide “moral support” and weaponry, they are 

unwilling to challenge Russia directly. Ukraine has 
become a proxy war between Russia and the West. 
This is more specifically the U.S. and Britain versus 
Russia.  The West is using this to attempt to weaken 
Russia economically and militarily, while Russia is 
using it to push back against what it perceives as 
encroachment by Western nations (especially the 
U.S.) on its borders. But, we are correct to perceive 
that Putin has some grander scheme in mind as it 
involves Russian power moving into the future.  


LOOKING BEYOND UKRAINE 
	 The far-reaching impact of this movement by the 
Russian Bear is what deserves our careful attention 
in relation to Bible prophecy. A geopolitical domino 
effect has been put into motion that is facilitating the 
standing up of the Image Empire as foreseen by the 
Prophet Daniel (Daniel 2), the End Time manifestation 
of the “Little Horn of the Goat” (Daniel 8), and the 
King of the North (Daniel 11). All three symbols are 
closely connected to the identification and work of 
the Russian Power when it finally makes its push 
south into the Land of Israel as described in Ezekiel 
38 & 39; Joel 2 & 3; Zechariah 14 and other related 
prophecies.    

	 Now that the initial shock and drama of the 
invasion seems to be subsiding and giving way to a 
more drawn-out conflict, we are seeing a remarkable 
global impact that is radically changing the post-
World War II order. Western nations are attempting to 
counter Russian aggression by weaponizing 
economic tools and sanctions. But instead of 
weakening Russia, we see the opposite effect.  
Attempts at hobbling Russia are coming back on the 

36

THE WORLD SCENE



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER, Spring 2022

West in a boomerang effect threatening their 
own economic stability. Energy supplies that 
feed the economies of the West are now 
threatened. We also see indications of life-
threatening food shortages and famine across 
the globe among rich and developing nations.

                  THE ENERGY DILEMMA  	 	 

	 Natural gas, petroleum, and coal drive the 
world. Despite the vain and self-defeating 
attempts among Western nations to move the 
world towards so-called “green energies” (wind 
and solar), the reality is that such options are 
minimal and not practical in operating the 
world we live in today.  EVERYTHING is 
directly connected to using carbon energies:  
transportation, heating, industrial output, 
agriculture,  food supply, electronics, medical 
supplies, clothing, etc. While the Western 
world claims to be transitioning into a “carbon-
neutral” future - the reality remains that humanity is 
currently and utterly dependent on fuel out of the 
earth - whether it be natural gas, petroleum, or coal. 

	 Nations that have positioned themselves to 
supply the worldwide addiction hold a unique sense 
of power.  As of 2015, the United States was the top 
producer of natural gas at almost 33 billion cubic feet 
and remaining proven reserves of nearly 92%.  
Russia comes in at 22 billion cubic feet in second 
place, with 99% of proven reserves still available. The 
difference between the U.S. and Russia is that 
energy exports are central to the Russian economy. 
While at the same time, the U.S. is purposely 
curtailing its role as an energy supplier.    

	 As Believers have long expected, we are now 
seeing Russia’s energy dominance used as a 
weapon.  European nations and the entire global 
market for petroleum and natural gas have come to 
rely heavily on Russia for their fuel needs.  Most 
eastern European countries are already entirely 
dependent on Russian natural gas.  In one of the 
greatest ironies of these modern times (no doubt 
directed by the Elohim, though carried out by human 
folly), Western European nations and the U.S. 
dramatically reduce their energy independence in the 

vain pursuit of “Green” energy.  Germany has made 
the most dramatic move by shutting down its 
remaining six nuclear power plants by the end of 
2022. France is only using 50% of its current nuclear 
facilities. But as the West pursues the allusive dream 
of a carbon-neutral, nuclear-free world to save the 
earth from “climate change," they still have to provide 
the needed energy to power their nations.  So-called 
“clean” energies such as wind and solar power 
cannot make up the difference.  

	 So what is to be done? The great irony is that 
western nations pat themselves on the back for the 
implementation of their own “green policies” while at 
the same time turning to Russian natural gas 
pipelines to fill in the gap.  Even the United States, 
which had become the world’s largest petroleum 
exporter within the last few years, imports billions of 
dollars of Russian oil as government regulations have 
choked U.S. petroleum output. Though the world has 
united against Russian aggression through a host of 
economic sanctions, they find it impossible to cut off 
their purchase and consumption of Russian energy 
supplies. 

	 This leads to probably the most significant 
consequence of the Ukrainian war …           
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THE END OF THE PETRODOLLAR & RISE OF THE 
RUSSIAN RUBLE?   

	 One of the most significant developments 
stemming from the Ukrainian conflict is the seismic 
shift in economic power. The decision by Russia to 
only sell their energy supplies (and agricultural 
commodities) to nations willing to purchase in rubles 
is a dramatic challenge to the present economic 
order dominated by the United States for decades. 


	 In 1944, over 40 nations agreed to a new 
monetary system to lead the way once World War 2 
was concluded.  At a meeting at the Bretton Woods 
Hotel in New Hampshire, the U.S. dollar became the 
standard currency of international transactions. While 
much of the world was economically drained from 
the war, the U.S. had come out of it more vital than 
ever, possessing around 40% of the world’s gold 
supplies.  This gave the U.S. the upper hand in 
centering the global economic order around U.S. 
economic interests. The IMF (International Monetary 
Fund) and the World Bank were established at 
Bretton Woods to aid post-war reconstruction. The 
U.S. gained de facto control of these institutions due 
to their gold reserves. Therefore the U.S. dollar would 
be the preeminent currency of world trade.   Until 
1971 foreign banks, nations, and international entities 
could exchange $35 with the U.S. Federal Reserve 
and receive one ounce of gold.  This provided a 
stable and consistent mode of transactions on the 

world stage.  Out of this agreement, the U.S. became 
the world’s financial anchor.  

	 In 1971, nations made a run on gold due to 
economic stagflation, exchanging their U.S. dollars 
for gold.  President Richard Nixon discontinued the 
gold-for-dollars exchange guarantee to protect 
depleting Federal Reserve gold supplies.  As a result, 
the dollar’s value plummeted, making American 
exports cheaper and more competitive.  This hurt oil-
exporting countries as their contracts were priced in 
U.S. dollars.  During the Yom Kippur War in 1973, 
Richard Nixon asked Congress to provide military aid 
to Israel.  In retaliation, OPEC (Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries)  countries blocked oil 
exports to the U.S., quadrupling oil prices and 
severely destabilizing the international energy market.  
Even after the embargo ended, energy prices 
remained high.  

	 By 1978/79, the U.S. and Saudi Arabia had 
negotiated an agreement to use U.S. dollars for oil 
contracts - something in which Henry Kissinger was 
involved in brokering. This came to be known as 
“petrodollar recycling.”  Saudi Arabia would recycle 
U.S. dollars back to American contractors, who 
would then be involved in transferring technology 

and improving infrastructure within Saudi Arabia. 
With this agreement, other oil-producing nations 
jumped on board and have benefited from the same 
“recycling” bandwagon.    

	 This has given the U.S. enormous financial and 
political leverage to enforce its foreign policy over 
nations for over 40 years. Over half of global currency 
reserves are, and trade is in U.S. dollars. The U.S. 
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has had the financial power to use economic 
sanctions and embargoes as weapons against other 
nations.   Most nations have been unwilling to push 
back against U.S. financial influence out of fear of 
destabilizing the petrodollar.  As most international 
trade, in addition to oil, is based upon the U.S. dollar, 
any attempts to undermine it can potentially prompt 
a worldwide financial crisis.

	 So how does this relate to Russia?  Russia is 
pushing back against U.S. financial dominance, 
despite the economic turmoil that is certain to result.  
In the past, Russia has been on the receiving end of 
American sanctions since it invaded Crimea in 2014.  
And now that Russia has 
invaded Ukraine, the U.S. 
and its western allies are 
using the power of the 
dollar to lock Russia out of 
t h e w o r l d e c o n o m i c 
system.  This is touted as 
“weaponizing” the U.S. 
dollar. At first, this seemed 
l i k e i t w o u l d b e a n 
effective tool to stop 
Russia in its tracks.  But, 
Russia has turned the 
tables on the U.S. and the 
West.  The world needs Russian oil and natural gas 
and agricultural commodities such as grains and 
fertilizers.  As we have already mentioned, Russia 
has, in essence, stated - “O.K., if you are going to 
lock us out of the world economic system based on 
dollars, we will require the world to buy our energy 
and agricultural commodities using our ruble rather 
than U.S. dollars.” 

	 So what is the world to do now? Though creating 
a degree of economic hardship for Russia in the short 
term, we are seeing the value of the Russian ruble 
increase over the last few weeks as it ties its financial 
fortunes to energy, agriculture, as well as the gold 
supplies it has been steadily amassing for the 
previous few years.   Does Europe stop buying the 
fuel needed to keep their industries running and their 
citizenry alive? This is not a knee-jerk reaction by 

Russia, as it has been slowly moving in this direction 
before the recent Ukraine invasion. But the actions 
by the U.S. and its allies have enhanced this game of 
economic brinkmanship with Putin. When a broader 
geopolitical picture is considered, we can see that 
the Ukrainian issue is just one aspect of Russia's 
international chess game.  Russia perceives that they 
need to weaken, if not eliminate, American economic 
dominance to win this game.  Undermining 
confidence in the U.S. dollar and coercing nations 
away from dependence on it puts an already debt-
laden American economy at serious risk. The 
American economy, which is highly consumer-based 

rather than the industrial 
powerhouse it once was, 
is tied directly to the use 
of and investment in the 
dollar on the international 
stage. Countries such as 
China, India, and several 
South American countries 
are joining with Russia to 
accept the new ruble 
standard.   Even Israel is 
looking to reduce its 
dependence on the U.S. 
dollar. We will have to see 

much of Europe, except Britain, capitulate to Russian 
demands.      


FOOD SHORTAGES 
	 For the first time in generations, we hear of the 
genuine threat of food shortages across the globe - 
including first world countries such as the U.S.  
Before Russia invaded Ukraine, we were not aware 
that Ukraine itself supplied 9% of the global wheat 
supply.  As of now, Ukraine is down 1/3 in spring 
plantings. This may not sound like much, but the 
Middle East is heavily dependent on Ukraine and 
Russia for their wheat supplies. Egypt imports 70% 
of its wheat supplies from Ukraine and Russia 
combined.  Both Russia and Ukraine account for 
25% of the world’s wheat inventory.  Connect this 
with a disastrous winter wheat crop in both China 
and the U.S., severe drought in East Africa, and the 
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“bird flu” that is decimating poultry producers in the 
U.S. - the world is all going to be dealing with critical 
food shortages.  

	 Exacerbating the problem is that Russia 
produces and supplies much of the world’s supply of 
nitrogen fertilizer. Nitrogen fertilizer is processed by 
using natural gas. Again, Russia, which is under 
worldwide sanctions, has tied the purchase of this 
commodity to the ruble.  In early April, U.S. railway 
companies canceled as much as 30% of ordered 
fertilizer by U.S. farmers.  Without needed fertilizer, it 
is a foregone conclusion that crop yields will be 
significantly diminished.  Lower crop yields also 
impact the cattle markets, which rely on grains 
(primarily corn) for feed.

	 The food supply chain was already under stress 
and headed for disaster, but the Ukrainian conflict 
pushed it over the edge.  This no doubt plays to 
Russia’s benefit as it holds a heavy-handed influence 
over both energy and food.  Fuel and food are the 
two primary commodities that make the world go 
round.  


THE RUSSIAN ENDGAME 
	 To know exactly what Putin’s endgame consists 
of regarding his ambitions is not necessarily easy to 
ascertain.  Political commentators have put forward 
varying theories that offer no real insight but unify 
around the idea that Putin is seeking a “Greater 

Russia” that incorporates the territories of the old 
Soviet Union and restore respect for Russia on the 
world stage.  Putin and his political allies view the fall 
of the Soviet Empire with great shame and seek a 

degree of vindication.  As Believers, we know that 
men have always craved power, territory, and 
historical immortality.  It is driven by lusts that 
motivate the Sin Constitution - the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life.  

	 What needs to be noticed, but is essentially 
ignored by Western media, is that Western liberal 
democracies are not without their ambitions.  Since 
the fall of the Soviet Union, the West - namely NATO 
and the European Union - has continued to spread 
eastward and put pressure on the borders of Russia 
itself.  The continued desire of Ukraine to join the 
NATO nations was one of the most significant 
sticking points that precipitated the Russian invasion. 
The liberalized Western democracies (politically and 
morally) and the heavy-handed totalitarianism that 
has always characterized eastern Europe and Russia 
are not compatible world views.  Now that the West 
is under the spell of “globalism” and is obsessed with 
liberal social issues (e.g., “climate change,” “equity,” 
“LGBTQ…”) only accentuates the differences even 
more. Since the fall of the communist Soviet Empire, 
Russia has reinvented itself as a champion of 
“Christian” values.  At the same time, the West has 
been distancing itself from its religious roots. This 
isn’t simply a struggle over territory but an ideological 
battle.  Both worldviews are of the Sin Constitution of 
this world, but this struggle plays heavily into the 
geopolitical makeup of the nations when Christ 
returns. 

	 We should mention that Believers should be 
careful in placing their full expectation that Putin is 
the individual to lead Russia into its End Time, 
prophetic destiny. Though Putin has helped to restore 
the Russian military and political power that was in 
ruin after the fall of the Soviet system, he is also 
physically ailing.  Reports have surfaced over the last 
couple of years that Putin has Parkinson’s disease. 
More recently, it has come to light that Putin has 
been seeing a stream of oncologists.  What is 
accurate or not true is difficult to discern, but it is 
clear from recent photos and videos of Putin that 
something has changed regarding his physical 
appearance. In a recent meeting (see picture), Putin 
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was seen slouching in his chair while gripping the 
corner of the table - presumably to keep hand 
tremors under control. As of this writing, Putin is 
scheduled to receive medical treatment that includes 
cancer surgery. It is certainly possible that Putin will 
recover. The specter of his mortality hanging over him 
might make him act even more aggressively and 
speedily.  But we must be cautious in our analysis.  
Leaders come and go.  We know the nations and 
entities involved in the End Time picture, but who 
leads those nations at the appointed time is a matter 
of conjecture and to be left in the wise hands of the 
Elohim.  Putin has and continues to play his role with 
an impressive parallel to what is described in Daniel 
8:24,25 (initially applied to the Roman Empire, but 
also connected to the work of the czar-like Russian 
leader of the End-Times).  But as men come and go 
that fill the office of the “Pope” over the Harlot 
System, so is it with the leaders of other nations of 
prophetic significance.       


PROPHETIC EXPECTATIONS 

	 Daniel 11:40 states that “at the time of the end 
shall the king of the south push at him: and the 
king of the north shall come against him like a 
whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter into 
the countries, and shall overflow and pass 
over.”  This speaks to the final struggle 
between the King of the South and the King of 
the North at the Time of the End.  Historically, 
the “King of the South” comprised the 
Ptolemaic Division of the Grecian Empire - 
centralized in Egypt. The Seleucid “King of the 
North" was based out of Syria - stretching 
from Asia Minor through Persia. The directions 
of “north” and “south” were in relation to the 
Holy Land - which became a continual 
battleground between the two kingdoms.   

	 “At the time of the end,” Believers have expected 
there to be a modern-day manifestation of these two 
competing political forces.  Let the reader note that 
Daniel 11:40 into the 12th chapter has yet to be 
fulfilled.  The prophecy itself is directly linked to what 
is described in Ezekiel 38.  Some Christadelphian 

commentators have pointed to certain differences in 
details between Daniel 11 and Ezekiel 38 to claim 
that the prophecies speak of separate events - even 
claiming that Daniel 11:40 - 45 has long been fulfilled.  
This is a serious mistake, not understanding that 
these prophecies, along with a thread of connected 
scriptural references (founded upon the vision of 
Daniel 2), provide a complementary and overlapping 
picture as to the End Time alliance of nations that will 
overrun Israel and precipitate the manifestation of the 
Yahweh of Armies by Christ and His redeemed 
saints.   

	 Daniel 11 speaks to a tremendous political and 
military rivalry between “The King of the North” and 
“The King of the South.”  Ezekiel 38 speaks more 
specifically of this rivalry as between the Gogian 
confederacy of nations (38:1-6) versus the Tarshish 
alliance of nations (38:13).  The Gogian Confederacy 
will include Russia, Germany, France, Iran, Syria, and 
portions of North Africa.  The Tarshish alliance will be 
made up of Britain and its “young lions” - Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand.  By all present 

appearances,  the U.S. still has a role in this Tarshish 
alliance.  This will also include various oil-producing 
nations of the Arabian peninsula. 

	 As we write this summary, the End-Time stage is 
not yet entirely set.  Though the “King of the North” 
has a strong foothold in the territories of the former 
Seleucid Kingdom - especially in Syria -  it will be 
expected that dominance over Turkey and the 
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Bosporus/Dardanelles will complete Russia’s 
designation as the “King of the North.”  What about 
the “King of the South”?  We look to the Egyptian 
territory for this designation. Britain once had a 
powerful presence in Egypt from the 19th through the 
mid-20th century, even being responsible for the 
engineering and construction of the Suez Canal. We 
would expect a heightened presence of the Tarshish 
alliance in this area, maybe as a need to protect the 
Suez from future threats.  The U.S. maintains a 
robust naval presence in the Eastern Mediterranean 
(the 6th Fleet, based out of Italy) and an assortment of 
military bases through the Arabian peninsula.  Based 
upon the light of prophecy, we can expect a revival of 
this north/south rivalry - with Israel caught in the 
middle - described in Daniel 11.     

	 But for now, we are seeing tensions that can be 
more characterized as between east and west.  There 
has been a resurgence of NATO unity that includes 
nations that will eventually fall under Russian 
influence. Countries of continental Europe - 
especially Germany and France -  WILL NOT be 
aligned with the U.S. and Britain, but rather with 
Russia (see Ezekiel 38).  Though we are indeed 
witnessing NATO “push” at the King of the North 
through territorial encroachment and the armament 
of Ukraine, the stage is not yet set for the Russian 
confederacy to move south as described by the 
Prophets.  This is not to say that things cannot 
change very quickly.  The loss of Russian oil/gas 
supplies and the specter of nuclear conflict have 
European nations wavering in their desire to 
challenge Russia.  Something will have to change 
that involves Russia asserting dominance over all of 
Europe - either by economic and/or military coercion. 
This will include the collapse of NATO and a smaller 
alignment of exclusively Tarshish nations. (We are 
already seeing such an alliance come together as the 
U.S., Britain, and Australia recently formed a 
“trilateral security partnership” to counter Chinese 
expansionism this past September.)   We would not 
be surprised if Germany and France capitulate of 
their own free will as they see their interests as more 
aligned with Russia in the not-too-distant future.  


	 We must realize that Christ’s return to Resurrect 
the dead and gather the saints requires no pre-
conditions.  Many of our End-Time expectations will 
not fully be manifest until the saints have been 
gathered for The Judgment. We must always keep 
in mind that Christ can return at any time. Though 
Christ will not return “as a thief” for those watching 
(1st Thess. 5:2,4), we should warn that it may be 
when world events are not at their most dramatic and 
our spiritual watching is not quite as easy or exciting. 
It is not difficult to have a heightened sense of 
excitement and expectation when geopolitical events 
reach such a feverish level as we are seeing right 
now.  But what if there is a lull or a false sense of 
“peace and safety” that comes out of this present 
chaos? Will disappointment turn to apathy and 
blurred vision?  While being up on the signs of the 
times should be essential to us, our spiritual zeal and 
prophetic understanding cannot be sustained or 
driven by the latest headlines.       


ISRAEL AND THE CONFLICT IN UKRAINE 
	 Israel's tightrope to walk while balancing good 
relations with Ukraine and Russia has been highly 
interesting to watch.  Israel has received criticism 
from both who feel that they have not received the 
support from Israel they deserve. Ukraine (ironically a 
protector of strong Nazi elements within the country) 
has wanted more military aid from Israel. In contrast, 
Russia has not appreciated Israel’s condemnation of 
the military act - going as far as to deny Israel’s right 
to the Golan Heights as retaliation. Israel has a 
tenuous relationship with the Russians, firmly 
entrenched in Syria to the north. This perceived 
fence-sitting has not settled well with those in 
Washington D.C. either, who want to see Israel take a 
more aggressive stance against Russia and provide 
Ukraine with needed military support.  And as Europe 
looks to Israel as a possible long-term solution for 
additional natural gas supplies, this puts Israel as a 
direct competitor to Russian interests.  For Israel to 
act in its own best interest is becoming increasingly 
difficult.   


CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 
	 This writer firmly believes that the Scriptures are 
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very clear regarding the End-Time arrangement and 
actions of nations that precede the destruction of the 
Kingdom of Men by Christ and the saints and the 
restoration of God’s Kingdom (The Kingdom of Israel) 
on earth. What is not made clear to us, and is a 
matter of our continued watching, is the detailed 
geopolitical developments that precede the final set-
up of the End-Time prophetic picture.  Unfortunately, 
there has been much confusion and revisionist 
thinking among Brethren over the past few decades 
who choose to interpret prophecy through current 
events rather than to assess the significance or 
irrelevance of current events through the “light” of 
scr iptura l revelat ion. We bel ieve that the 
fundamentals of long-held prophetic understanding 
continue to be confirmed by the shaping of events 
before our very eyes.  To summarize our position:

•  The vision of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan 2) 

provides a foundational overview of “what shall 
be in the last days” (Vs. 28).  It depicts an 
amalgamated power that will dominate the 
former Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, and Roman 
territories upon Christ’s return.  Further 
prophetical revelation reveals the Gogian or 
Russian power (e.g., Ezekiel 38/39; Daniel 
11:40-45) as the primary assembler of the Image 
with connection to Mystic Babylon or Catholic 
influence and continental Europe - including 
Germany and France.    


• With an impressive confederacy of nations and 
with the blessing of the Catholic system, this 
Russian power will invade the Land of Israel as “a 
cloud to cover the land” (e.g., Ezek. 38/39; Joel 
2/3; Daniel 11:40-45; Zechariah 13:8,9; 14:1-5).  
The Tarshish alliance of nations will be ineffective 
in countering the onslaught. This evil victory will 
mark Nebuchadnezzar's dream image's full and 
arrogant manifestation.     


• As a result of this invasion, Israel will suffer great 
defeat, and terrible casualties as Yahweh 
humbles and prepares a remnant of the Jewish 
people to be saved by, meet, and accept their 
Messiah (e.g., Zechariah 13: 8, 9; Joel 2:32; 
Isaiah 4:2-4; 28:5; Zephaniah 3:11). 


• With the 7th Apocalyptic trumpet being sounded, 
the covenanted dead will have already been 
raised, and Judgment completed before and 
simultaneously with these events.  With the 
Jewish survivors in dire straights, God’s jealousy 
for His people will be unleashed on this invading 
force, and the day of God’s wrath manifested 
through the vengeful acts of Christ and His 
Redeemed as the Yahweh of Armies. This “March 
of the Rainbow Angel” will come out of Sinai to 
engage the Gogian Confederacy to rescue the 
embattled Jewish remnant and destroy the 
invading forces.   This is the Christ-stone striking 
at the feet of the Image Empire (e.g., Dan. 2:34; 
Isaiah 63:6; Ezek. 38:13-23; 39:11-16; Joel 2:20; 
3:1-15; Rev. 16:16 Dan. 8:24,25; Micah 5:5,6; 
Hab. 3:13; Zeph. 3:8). 


• What follows is the setting of Christ’s (David’s) 
throne in Jerusalem; the continued subjugation of 
ALL the nations of the earth through the 
instrumentality of the Redeemed Saints and 
redeemed Israelites; the regathering of remaining 
Jewry throughout the earth; the final rooting out 
and destruction of the Catholic Apostasy 
(“Babylon”) and her allies; and the ushering in of 
the righteous and peaceful reign of Christ during 
the Millennial Kingdom Age. (e.g., Isaiah 2:2-4/; 
Rev. 14; 17; 18; Ezekiel. 20:33-40; Zechariah 12.)                                              


	 With this hope, we watch the signs of our times 
and wait for the return of our Elder Brother to the 
earth.  We know that Israel is the epicenter of the 
great conflict to come. Ultimately, Yahweh will be 
glorified through the salvation of Israel and the 
humiliation and subjugation of the nations of this 
earth. We should be highly encouraged by the events 
taking place, but at the same time, we need to 
exercise patience as the work of the Elohim is done 
with great deliberation.  Things seem to move slowly 
until they come to fruition with great suddenness.  
Until then, we keep our eyes on Israel and the Middle 
East, on Russia and the events in Europe, and on the 
Roman Apostasy. 


A Thomas  	    


43



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER, Spring 2022

T here has been an “unprecedented drop” in 
the number of Bible users in the United 
States since last year, according to a 
report released by the American Bible 

Society. The 2022 State of the Bible report, released 
Wednesday, based its findings on responses 
collected from a survey of 2,598 U.S. adults 
conducted in January. The 12th annual report asked 
Americans a variety of questions about their Bible 
use and their thoughts on its role in society. 

	 A preface to the report also highlights changes in 
the percentage of Bible users in the U.S. over time. 
The American Bible Society defines Bible users as 
“those who use the Bible at least 3-4 times each year 
on their own, outside of a 
church setting.”

	 After reaching a high of 
53% in 2014, the share of 
Bible users among the U.S. 
adult population consistently 
remained between 48% and 
51%. Just last year, 50% of 
Americans were Bible users. 
However, in 2022, Bible users 
in the U.S. accounted for just 39% of the adult 
population, the lowest in more than a decade.

	 The State of the Bible report described the 11% 
decrease as an “unprecedented drop in the 
percentage of Bible users in the United States.” 

When applied to the U.S. population as a whole, the 
figure suggests that the number of Bible users in the 
U.S. dropped from 128 million in 2021 to 103 million 
in 2022.

	 The group labeled Bible users consisted of 
Americans who read the Bible outside of church as 
infrequently as three to four times a year to those 
who use the Bible daily. Ten percent of U.S. adults 
use the Bible daily, while 4% use it four to six times a 
week, 7% consult it two to three times a week, 5% 
read the Bible once a week, and 7% read it once a 
month.

	 More than half (60%) of Americans use the Bible 
less than three to four times a year. A plurality (40%) 

of those surveyed never read 
the Bible on their own, while 
12% read it less than once a 
year and 8% look at it once or 
twice a year.

	The State of the Bible report 
also demonstrates what the 
Amer ican B ib le Soc ie ty 
d e s c r i b e s a s a “ m a j o r 
d e c r e a s e i n S c r i p t u r e 

Engagement,” which is defined as “consistent 
interaction with the Bible that shapes people’s 
choices and transforms their relationships with God, 
self, and others.” The estimated number of Scripture-
engaged Americans dropped from 64 million in 2021 
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to 49 million in 2022. At the same time, the estimated 
number of Bible-disengaged Americans rose from 
100 million last year to 145 million this year.

	 The survey also inquired about respondents’ 
Bible reading habits. The overwhelming majority 
(78%) of those surveyed indicated that their Bible 
reading “stayed the same” over the past year, as 
13% reported an increase in Bible reading and the 
remaining 10% saw a decrease in their Bible reading.  
	 When asked “how do you think our country 
would be without the Bible,” specifically referring to a 
hypothetical scenario where “nobody read the Bible 
at all,” a plurality of respondents (45%) indicated that 
they thought the U.S. would be “worse off” without 
the Bible. This is a noticeable decrease from last 
year, when 54% of those surveyed believed that the 
U.S. would be “worse off” without the Bible.

	 Forty-one percent of respondents contended that 
the country would be “about the same” without the 
Bible, an increase from the 33% who said so in 2021. 
The share of Americans who think the U.S. would be 
“better off” without the Bible remained flat at 14% in 
both 2021 and 2022.

	 In 2022, the elderly were the group most likely to 
believe that the U.S. would be “worse off” without 
the Bible, with 64% of the oldest Americans agreeing 
with that statement. A majority of baby boomers 
(57%) and a plurality of those in generation X (46%) 
also predicted that the U.S. would be “worse off” 
without the Bible.

	 Millennials were the least likely group to see an 
absence of the Bible as making the U.S. “worse off.” 
Thirty-one percent of millennials subscribed to that 
belief. A slightly higher share of Generation Z (39%), 
the youngest group of American adults, told pollsters 
that an absence of the Bible would make the U.S. 
“worse off.”

	 Overall, nearly half of respondents (49%) agreed 
either “strongly” or “somewhat” that “Bible reading is 
an important component of a child’s character 
development,” while an additional 27% disagreed 
either “strongly” or “somewhat” with that analysis. At 
47%, the oldest respondents constituted the largest 
share of respondents who “strongly agreed” that 

Bible reading played an important role in a child’s 
character development.

	 Thirty-three percent of baby boomers “strongly 
agreed” that Bible reading was important to a child’s 
character development, along with 28% of those in 
Generation X, 19% of millennials, and 20% of those 
in Generation Z.

	 Forty-nine percent of adults also agreed with the 
statement proclaiming that “the Bible contains 
everything a person needs to know to live a 
meaningful life.” Once again, elders were far more 
likely than their younger counterparts to “strongly 
agree” with that statement. The share of elders who 
“strongly agreed” with that statement was measured 
at 44%, followed by 34% of baby boomers, 31% of 
Gen Xers, 22% of Gen Zers and 19% of millennials.

	 Additional chapters of this year’s State of the 
Bible report are expected to be released throughout 
the year. 


Retrieved from www.christianpost.com (4/7/2022) 

EDITOR’S COMMENT 
	 It is certainly nothing new that the Western world 
has dramatically shifted away from appreciating and 
relying upon the Bible.  This survey confirms what we 
can see in the valueless social order around us.  
Though false Christianity has been the overwhelming 
standard of the world for centuries, the accessibility 
of the Scriptures due to the Reformation did, at the 
very least, provide a moral foundation for the civil 
laws and cultural values of Western society.  It was 
widely and zealously appreciated as Divine revelation.  
And though misunderstood and misapplied regarding 
the Gospel message itself,  it was viewed with 
enough reverence and familiarity to act as a moral 
compass for Western and American culture's general 
framework and moral fabric. With complete Biblical 
ignorance and complacency dominating the current 
society (including so-called Christian society), it can 
be no wonder how utterly confused and amoral this 
world has become. But for the Faithful, “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path” Prov. 
6:23.
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We ask our readers to read Isaiah 22:15-25 and 
Revela8on 3:7-13 

 The Holy and True one is the possessor of the 
Key of David. He holds this, and the Keys of Hades 
and of Death; and the Key of the Abyss—ch. 1:18; 
20:1. A key is symbolical of power to open and shut; 
hence, the Anointed One saith in this writing, that he 
openeth and shutteth, and no one can prevent him. 

	 The key is styled "of the David” because there is 
a something connected with David to be opened and 
shut. This something is revealed in the prophets. 
There it is styled "the Key of the House of David;" 
that is, of his kingdom—Isai. 22:22.  In this chapter, 
two states of the Kingdom of David are prefigured by 
the names of two of Hezekiah's officers—SHEBNA 
and ELIAKIM. The former, derived from shavah, "to 
lead captive," represents the kingdom in a dispersed 
and ruined condition; and the latter from AIL, God, 
and yahkim, "shall set up," indicates the restoration 
of the kingdom by Divine Power. Hence, Ail-yahkim, 
or Eliakim, is a typical name for the restoration power, 
which is Deity in David's Son, or the Christ. Of this 
Eliakim, the Spirit in Isaiah saith to Shebna, 
Hezekiah's treasurer, "I will call him, and clothe him 
with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and 
I will commit thy government into his hand; and he 
shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
to the house of Judah. And the Key of the House of 
David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, 
and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall 
open. And I will fasten him as A NAIL in an 
established habitation: and he shall be for a THRONE 
OF GLORY for the house of his father. And they shall 
hang upon him all the glory of the house of his father, 
the earth-products and the shoots, all vessels of the 

small from vessels of the wash-troughs, even to all 
vessels of the skins." 

	 This is a very interesting typical prophesy. We 
presume, that no one will be so obtuse as to 
suppose that the things written were fulfilled in 
Eliakim the son of the Hilk-Yah. Very little is left on 
record concerning him in the Bible. From this we 
learn, that while Shebna was Secretary of State and 
Treasurer, Eliakim was over the King's Household in 
Hezekiah's reign, and at the time of the destruction of 
the Assyrian host by a blast from Divine Power, and 
the consequent deliverance of Jerusalem and Judah 
from the oppressor. His name, the peculiar 
circumstances of the time, and his position in David's 
kingdom, all combined to make him a very fit person 
for a Messianic representative. Shebna was officially 
identified with the law which was to vanish away; 
while Eliakim was officially identified with the 
kingdom of David which Divine Power will set up 
when the time arrives to deliver the remnant of the 
captivity. 

	 The Ail-yakim, or Eliakim, typified, then, is 
"MESSIAH THE PRINCE," in whom all is to be 
accomplished that was typically spoken of Eliakim.  
Shebna's robe, girdle, and government, are all to be 
transferred to the Christ; who will be both scribe and 
treasurer when Divine Power, or AIL, shall set up, 
yakim (or Eliakimize) the tabernacle of David which 
has fallen down, "and set it up as in the days of 
old"— Acts 15:16 ; Amos 9:11. Then will he be "a 
Father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the 
house of Judah."  

	 Isaiah remarks, that the Eliakim should wear his 
key upon his shoulder, as a mark of office, of his 
power to open and shut with authority; thereby 
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indicating that he is the Grand Master and Chief of 
the House of David. Callimachus (SK – poet, scholar 
of the Library of Alexandria – 310-240 BC) says, that 
Ceres carried a key upon her shoulder; a custom that 
appears very strange to us; but the ancients had 
large keys in the form of a sickle, and which from 
their weight and shape, could not otherwise be 
carried conveniently. 

	 For the key of the house of David, then, to rest 
upon the Eliakim's shoulder, is equivalent to the 
government of that house, or of Israel, resting there. 
This is evident from the prophet's allusion to "the 
shoulder" in ch. 9:6. In this place, speaking of the 
"Son to be given" to the house of David, who should 
be called AIL-GIVBOR, the Mighty Power, AVI-AD, 
Father of Futurity, SAR-SHAHLOM, Prince of Peace, 
the Spirit says," "the government shall be upon his 
shoulder" This can mean nothing else than that the 
government then on the shoulder of Ahaz the 
reigning prince of Judah, should at some future time 
rest upon the shoulder of a Divine Son of David's 
house, named IMMANUEL, or "God with us" as 
typified by one of the prophet's family: and this idea 
is symbolically expressed by the apocalyptic phrase, 
"I have the Key of the David, opening and no one 
shutteth, and shutting and no one openeth." "The key 
of the David" is an elliptical phrase. The words to be 
supplied are indicated by Isaiah: according to him, 
"house of," in the sense of kingdom of, should 
intervene between "key of the" and the name 
"David." Thus, the Spirit-Man who was dead and is 
(as-SK)  living as the Holy One and the True God, in 
speaking to the Star-Angel in Philadelphia, and 
through them to all the Ecclesias, declares that he is 
the Eliakim; and that the government of the kingdom 
of David is with him; and that holding the keys, he will 
"set it up as in the days of old."  

	 But furthermore, the Spirit-Man being the AIL-
yakim, is also "the Nail" and the "Throne of Glory." 
"The words of the wise are as fastened nails given 
from one shepherd." The word of the only wise Deity 
when incarnated, is therefore fitly represented by "a 
nail fastened in a sure place." Of this nail, the Spirit in 
Zechariah said, that it should come out of Judah—

ch. 10:4. The "sure place" in which it is to be 
fastened, Ezra designates as "Yahweh Elohim's holy 
place," in which he and the remnant of the captivity 
returned from Babylon, were then sojourning; that is, 
in Jerusalem. This accords with the true import of 
mahkom neamahn, which signifies an established 
habitation. This is the "sure place" in which THE NAIL 
is to be fastened— in Jerusalem then a peaceable, 
quiet, and established habitation —Isai. 32:18; 33:20. 

	 The Spirit-Man is also to be for "a Throne of 
Glory." A throne is an elevated seat with a canopy 
and hangings which cover it. Hence, the Eliakim in 
the passage before us, is styled metaphorically kissai, 
from the root kahsah "to cover." "He shall be for a 
Cover of Glory for the house of his Father;" for "He 
shall bear the glory, and sit and rule upon his 
throne"—Zech. 6:13; he shall be "a wall of fire round 
about, and the Glory in the midst of Jerusalem"—ch. 
2:5.  As the glory sat enthroned between the 
Cherubim in the times of the law, so it shall be seated 
upon the Eliakim and his brethren in the apocalyptic 
Aion of a thousand years.  

	 Isaiah saw this throne of glory in a vision, in the 
year that king Uzziah died. He tells us that it was an 
exalted throne, and that the King, YAHWEH 
TZ'VAOTH, was sitting upon it. Around it stood the 
Seraphim, who proclaimed superlative holiness, and 
announced that the whole earth was full of his glory
—ch. 6:1-5. This vision has been reproduced in Rev. 
4, of which we shall treat more at large when we 
arrive at that chapter in our exposition. 

	 Isaiah tells us in regard to "the Nail," that all the 
glory of the house of the Eliakim's father shall be 
suspended upon him; and appositely informs us, that 
this glory consists of what in the Common Version is 
termed, "the offspring and the issue." These are in 
the original hatzeatzaim we-hatzphioth; literally, earth-
products and shoots; in other words, those who, 
"sown in dishonor," are "raised in glory." They are 
styled also "all vessels of the small;" that is, "the poor 
of this world rich in faith, who are heirs of the 
kingdom," and termed "the small" in Rev. 11:18, in 
relation to "the great"—the small, being compared to 

47



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER, Spring 2022

wash-troughs; and the latter, to the vessels made of 
skins to hold wine, and other choice fluids. 

	 Such is to be the glory that is permanently to 
cluster around the Eliakim. But before that glorious 
consummation is developed, the Spirit declared that 
"the Nail fastened in an established place shall 
depart: and it shall be cut off, and fall; and that 
suspended upon it shall be cut down: for Yahweh 
hath spoken." This cutting off the Nail, and his 
departure, occurred in the nailing of Jesus to the 
cross, and his subsequent assumption. The 
apocalypse symbolizes in "the Lamb slain" this 
cutting off, and in the tribulation or trial then "about 
to come upon the whole habitable," the cutting down 
of that suspended by faith upon the Nail.

	 The Eliakim who hath the key of the house of 
David informs all of the Philadelphian class of saints, 
that he opens and shuts, and none can hinder. He 
reminds them that an open door had been set before 
them.  He had sent Paul to Ephesus, where he 
continued, "disputing and persuading the things 
concerning the kingdom of the Deity," for two whole 
years; "so that all they that dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks"—Acts 
19:8-10. Hence, the Philadelphians, being inhabitants 
of Asia, had heard it among the rest.

	 During all that time he opened his mouth boldly 
to make known the mystery of the Gospel. The result 
was that they came to the understanding of "the 
word" and confessed "the name," which, owing to 
the "little strength" they still retained when the 
apocalypse was written, they had "kept"-and "not 
denied."  
	 They had learned "the things of the Kingdom" or 
"the word;" and "the things of the Name." That 

kingdom was the subject-matter of "the word," styled 
by Isaiah "the law and the testimony;" and which is 
the rule of speaking for all who walk in the light. They 
knew that it was the Kingdom of David to be set up 
by the Deity of the heavens in the land of Israel; that 
it was to consist of the twelve tribes grafted into their 
own Olive Tree upon their acknowledgment of Jesus 
as King of Israel; and that, although they were by 
nature aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel, the 
"Strait Gate" and "Narrow Way" had been "set before 
them as an open door, which no one could shut." 
Peter had opened the door or gate which gave 
admission into "the way" which leads to the 
Kingdom. He had opened it to the Jew on Pentecost, 
and to the nations at the house of Cornelius; not, 
indeed, by his own power, but by His which 
descended upon him in baptism of spirit, even by the 
power of Him "who openeth and no one shuts, and 
shuts and no one opens." 

	 "The keys of the kingdom of the heavens" having 
been thus apostolically employed, the Philadelphians 
were all alive to the Spirit's allusion to the key of the 
house o f Dav id i n h i s possess ion . Th i s 
announcement would fall powerless upon the ear of 
modern clerical assemblies. These have no more 
interest in David the son of Jesse than had the 
revolters against David's house in the days of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to go 
a whoring after the calves at Bethel. Not so the 
Philadelphians. They had kept the word of the 
kingdom treasured up in their affections; so that any 
mention of the Key of David would be responded to 
with heartfelt and abiding interest and joy. 


John Thomas, Eureka – Volume 1 – pages 375-380 
(All italics and capitalizations were part of the original text – SK)
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EDITORIAL FLYLEAF 
	 After an unintentional and regrettable pause in publication, we hope to be able to start consistently 
publishing on a quarterly basis once again.  There will be no additional subscription charges for the 2022 
calendar year as we have enough funds to complete this year.  As the times we live in are dire, Yahweh 
willing, we hope to provide spiritual support and doctrinal PROMULGATION and DEFENSE for our brethren 
in these End-Times.  






THE ORIGIN AND EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF MEN
In taking a general survey of the contents of the Book of Daniel, it may be seen that two 
great powers are the principal subject of its predictions.  The one is styled the 
KINGDOM OF MEN (Dan. 4:17) and the other the KINGDOM OF GOD (Dan. 2:44; 
4:3; 7:27)…It will be seen that the Kingdom of men has been diversified in its 
constitution, extent and throne since its foundation by Nimrod to the present 
time.  It has nevertheless been the same Nimroudian kingdom with Babylon and 
Assyria for its characteristics.  (Exposition of Daniel, pp. 7,8)
THE FEET OF THE IMAGE
While the head, breast, arms, belly, thighs, legs and toes have all existed, the feet 
have not yet been formed; so that it has hitherto been impossible for the colossal 
image to stand erect as Nebuchadnezzar saw it in his dream…It is therefore, the 
mission of the Autocrat (of Russia) to form the feet and set up the image before the 
world in all its excellent brightness and terribleness of form; that all men subject to 
the kingdom of Babylon may worship the work of its creator’s power.  (Exposition of 
Daniel, p. 87)
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMAGE
The Russian Autocracy in its plenitude and on the verge of dissolution is the image of 
Nebuchadnezzar standing upon the mountains of Israel, ready to be smitten by the 
Stone.  When Russia makes its grand move for the building up of its Image-empire, 
then let the reader know that the end of all things present constituted, is at hand.  (Elpis 
Israel, preface)

1877 BIRMINGHAM STATEMENT OF FAITH - CLAUSE #15, SECTION D:

That at the appearing of Christ, his servants, faithful and unfaithful, dead and living of both classes, 
will be summoned before his judgment seat to “be judged according to their works;” “and receive in body 
according to what they have done; whether it be good or bad;”  1 - that the unfaithful will be consigned to 
shame and “the second death,” 2 - and the faithful, invested with immortality, and associated with Jesus as 
joint heirs of the kingdom, co-possessors of the earth and joint administrators of God’s authority, in matters 
both civil and religious.



IMPORTANT BIBLE TEACHING 
Taken from the Sanctuary-Keeper, Edited by bro. James Stanton 

• And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother all living.  Unto Adam 
also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins [skin], and clothed them 
(Gen. 3:20-21).  

• Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous (Psa. 1:5). 

• Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice (Psa. 50:5). 

• Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the [marked or 
memorial] graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation (John 5:28-29).  

• The priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them.  Being 
grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from 
the dead (Acts 4:1,2).   

• Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that [in whom] all have sinned (Rom. 5:12). 

• For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection (Rom. 6:5). 

• There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus … For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death 
(Rom. 8:1-2).   

•  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins … But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.  For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive (1 Cor 15:17, 20-22). 

• For you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins … That at that time ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world … Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God (Eph. 
2:1,12, 19).   

• And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission (Heb. 9:22).   

• Now the God of peace, that brought again fro the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant (Heb. 13:20).  

• The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which 
much shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John, Who 
bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he 
saw.  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written therein, for the time is at hand (Rev. 1:1-3).   


