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I Peter 2:5 

“Thou hast kept My Word and hast not denied My Name” - Rev. 3:8 

VOLUME 29                                            SUMMER, 2019                                               NUMBER 2 

UR title is taken from Matthew 24:12 of the 
Olivet Prophecy, where Christ reveals the 
results of the trying circumstances upon the 

believers (more specifically Hebrew believers) 
in the time period leading up to the destruction of 
Jerusalem and Judah’s Commonwealth in 70 AD.   
This time period was to be characterized by:


• false Christs (vs. 5)

• rumors of war (vs. 6)

• famines, pestilence, earthquakes (vs. 7)

• religious persecution (vs. 9)

• believers turning on believers (vs. 10)

• widespread deception by false prophets (vs. 

11) 


	 Based upon such distressing circumstances 
Christ stated, “because iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax cold.”  The Apostle Peter 
further expands on those traumatic times in his 2nd 
Epistle, where he warns of the devastating effect that 
such “false teachers” would have on the 1st Century 
ecclesia.  

	 Adam Clarke, in his commentary, makes the 
simple but well stated observation in regard to 
Matthew 24:12 that, “By reason of these trials and 
persecutions from without, and those apostasies and 
false prophets from within, the love of many to Christ 
and his doctrine, and to one another, shall grow    
cold.    Some  openly  deserting  the  faith;   others  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corrupting it; and others growing indifferent about 
it.”  (Emphasis added.) 

	 The wicked influences that wreaked havoc on the 
first century Believers were identified by bro. John 
Thomas in his article “The Last Days of Judah’s 
Commonwealth” as “the Judaizers and Gnostics 
denounced by Paul, Peter, James, John and Jude, in 
their Epistles ... these Christian contemporaries of the 
last days (i.e. of Judah’s Commonwealth - A.T.) were 
the perfection of wickedness; so that the judgment 
with which the forty-second generation was punished 
was not so much because they rejected the 
Messiahship of Jesus, but because, having generally, 
like Josephus, conceded this, they “crucified to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame,” in “walking after their own lusts,” and 
scoffingly inquiring, ‘Where is the promise of His 
coming?’” 
	 While there should be no doubt that the primary 
object of the Olivet Prophecy was in direct reference 
to the events leading up to and concurrent with the 
destruction of Jerusalem and of the Commonwealth 
in 70 AD (vv. 4-29); at the same time these past 
events and the evil circumstances described by 
Christ should also stand as a sobering warning to the 
Believers of our day.  In his introduction to bro. 
Thomas’ treatise,  H.P. Mansfield observed:


“It must not be overlooked, however, that the 
destruction of Jerusalem typed the impending 
judgment to be poured out upon the Gentiles, so 
that many of the references have a secondary 
application to present or impending times.” - 
Contending for the Faith, p. 9.


	 Though believers throughout the ages could 
identify in one way or another with the evil 
circumstances listed in the first paragraph of these 
comments, we would be foolish to think that there is 
not a sobering and tragic warning typified for our 
own time.  Christ provided the solemn exhortation to 
his disciples that, “he that shall endure unto the end, 
the same shall be saved.”    The idea of “endure” 
carries the compiled meaning to bear under trial.   
What trial? - The political and natural turmoil outside 

the ecclesia and the infighting and falsehood that 
would arise from within.   

	 Are we not witnessing similar circumstances 
today?   Though evil is ever present in the world in 
one way or another, we are certainly faced with 
distressing circumstances in the world around us as 
well as among professed Believers that have grown 
exponentially pronounced in recent years.  As the 
immediate outlook for this world both politically and 
socially grows darker, more perverted and horribly 
sinister in its tailspin towards impending destruction 
at the return of Christ; the Household has found itself 
directly impacted due to years of compromise with 
the world rather than separation from the influences 
of a world slated for destruction.  It might have been 
thought that the descent of the world into such 
absolute moral chaos would have provided enough 
of a stark and frightening contrast between the 
darkness of the world and the light of God’s Truth to 
act as  a wakeup call for us to get our spiritual house 
in order from years of apathy and neglect, and come 
together (rather, cling together) upon the principles of 
the “old paths, where is the good way”.  

	 But what might seem sensible is sadly outweighed 
by the lessons of scriptural history and the sheer 
stupidity and willful ignorance of the sin flesh nature.   
God, through the prophets, appealed to the 
sensibilities of the Children of Israel to “Hearken to 
the sound of the trumpet.”  But their response was, 
“We will not hearken.” (Jer. 6:16,17).   Christ warned 
his disciples, and they in turn warned the Believers, 
of the impending doom of Judah’s commonwealth, 
as well as the coming perdition of the Ecclesia itself.  
Again, very few heeded the warning call.   

	 As a body of Believers, we find ourselves living  
approximately 6,000 years from Creation, almost 
2,000 years from the destruction of Jerusalem, 171 
years after the first publication of Elpis Israel, and 71 
years following the establishment of the nation state 
of Israel.   In the scheme of God’s Plan, we are quite 
literally standing at the appointed time of Christ’s 
return to this earth.   As joyous as our position on the 
Divine timeline may appear, we must soberly, if       
not  fearfully, consider  the  lessons  of  the  past  and  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compare with the circumstances of the times in 
which we live, and our own personal roles in these 
times.


THE NATIONS

	 The political world is in chaos as the Elohim aligns 
the nations to fit their respective positions in the 
grand crisis surrounding Christ’s return.  There have 
always been “wars and rumors of wars," but we are 
to take special interest as we know the prophesied 
end of extremely significant events transpiring before 
our eyes.  Within nations themselves are found 
incredible fractures and partisanship as their political/
moral framework falls to pieces - Again, in 
preparation of the return of Christ.  But, our interest 
in  present affairs cannot be mixed with fear, despair 
or the investment of our opinions or emotions in the 
current chaos.   Such leads to faithlessness and a 
hoping for man to solve these problems for our own 
welfare, rather than understanding the necessity of 
these things in God’s Plan.   Such are “a beginning of 
sorrows” or birth pangs as the contractions or 
convulsions of this Gentile age nears its end.


FAMINES, PETSILENCES... 
	 Famine, pestilence, earthquake and all sorts of 
natural disasters have been a part of man’s existence 
on the earth since the Flood.  In and of themselves 
they are not necessarily signs but more often tools 
in God’s hands (“stormy winds fulfilling His Word”).  It 
is interesting to us that the entire “Man Made Climate 
Change” panic is largely based upon faulty scientific 
research, and that at its essence is a political and 
economic fraud that has been used to put the fear of 
impending doom in the hearts of men across the 
globe for the wrong reasons.  It completely ignores 
God’s existence, sovereignty and power over the 
earth and its climate, and lauds the idea that man 
himself is responsible for changing weather patterns 
and natural disasters. Man claims that he can fix it 
himself as long as billions and trillions of dollars are 
put in the hands of an elite group of politicians and 
scientists.   It is a scam of the highest and most 
blasphemous degree, yet many live in abject fear of a 
“dying planet”. (It shouldn’t be surprising that the 
Vatican itself is very much involved with the “Climate 

Change” agenda.)  Again, to even entertain such 
nonsense or concern reeks of faithlessness if 
entertained in the mind of the Believer. But these 
fears, as found among the masses (whether real or 
imagined), are no doubt useable in the hands of Deity 
for the further confusion and stirring up of the waves 
of humanity in their own delusions and despair. 


PERSECUTION

	 Though religious persecution is not an outstanding 
characteristic for Believers in these end times, this 
does not mean that circumstances will not change as 
we see a world that is growing increasingly hostile 
towards those with religious/moral convictions.   A 
godless world has grown intolerant of those they 
have deemed as “intolerant”: those who reject the 
evil vices and abominations that the world itself now 
considers virtuous, which includes destruction of the 
family, feminism, gender confusion, the hatred of 
Israel, etc.    But do we even have the moral strength 
to stand firm against such things?   We have lived 
quite comfortably and peacefully with relative 
success in an age of plenty and religious freedoms.  
Such have had the negative effect of dulling our 
spiritual senses and determination for God’s 
righteousness rather than sharpening our resolve for 
obedience and faithfulness.   What will we be willing 
to stand up against if the beliefs we hold and the 
Bible we read are deemed as “hate speech”?    Will 
we be willing to lose careers or respectability in the 
eyes of our contemporaries if called into question?  
Will we be “offended” or stumble at the narrow 
requirements that God’s Truth places upon us?    In 
the past, many have stumbled over the enticements 
and respectability that the world has had to offer 
under very peaceful conditions.   What might those of 
us who still remain do if the persecuting spirit of the 
past is revived again?


BETRAYAL AND HATRED 
For believers of the first century, Christ stated that 

many would “be offended” or stumble due to the 
persecuting pressures placed upon them.   As a 
result, out of a spirit of self preservation or personal 
advantage, we are told that they “betrayed” or 
delivered  one  another  up.  Just  as  Judas  gave  up  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Christ to the authorities for personal gain, so too 
would professed believers turn on their brethren. 
Regarding the persecution of Nero, Tacitus recorded 
(Annal. l. xv) - “At first several were seized, who 
confessed, and then by their discovery a great 
multitude of others were convicted and executed.” 

	 This is probably one of the most disgusting and 
heartbreaking aspects of failed faith: self preservation 
or advancement at the expense of others.   Extreme 
pressures can bring out the best in our characters, 
but more often than not it is the worst of our nature 
that is exposed, especially when it comes down to 
matters of life and death.   

	 Though we do not live under such circumstances 
(at least for the time being), are there not other ways 
in which we can betray our brethren?   Hatred  and 
slander towards our brethren is an aspect of this that 
does not require governmental persecution to 
manifest itself, and is in and of itself deemed as an 
act of murder (Matthew 5:21,22; Ps. 31:13).  

	 Ever since Cain murdered Abel there has been 
much hatred directed towards those who have 
chosen to take firm and uncompromising stands 
regarding The Faith.   The most destructive and   
painful is the hate between brethren, which can be 
the result of many factors including disagreements, 
misunderstandings, pride, lack of a forgiving spirit 
(i.e. grudges), or simply a lack of faith.    Christ further 
addressed this lack of faith in regard to the “evil 
servant” who concludes that, “My lord delayeth his 
coming.”   As a result, emotional restraint is set aside 
and we are told that he, “shall begin to smite his 
fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken” (Mat. 12:49; Luke 12:45). 

	 When we view our own interests, desires, welfare, 
feelings, moral vision or intelligence to be of a higher 
level than the spiritual welfare or capabilities of our 
brethren, condescension and hate become a very 
real danger for us.    The apostle Paul was extremely 
direct on this matter.  Philippians 2: 2, 3, “Fulfil ye my 
joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind.   Let nothing be 
done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”  


	 To “esteem” our brethren better than ourselves 
does not indicate capitulation to their error,   nor an 
absence of passion or indignation if and when error 
arises.    It does ensure that hate (again, the 
equivalent of murder) is not a factor in the difficulty of 
navigating the differences that can arise between 
brethren, no matter if they are differences of 
personality, belief or action.   Even when a breach in 
fellowship arises, we are commanded to count the 
offender, “not as an enemy, but admonish (warn/
exhort) him as a brother.”   To descend into hatred or 
condemnation (judgment) against our brethren is a 
terrible sign that we no longer value their spiritual life.

	 These end times face us with extraordinary 
challenges that strain our spiritual relationships with 
one another.   Feelings of hate are much easier to 
surrender to and manifest than we are often willing to 
admit.    Though we are to hate the evil way (Prov. 
8:13; Ps. 97:10; Rom. 12:9; Jude 1:12, etc.), such 
hatred is not to be made personal towards the very 
being of our brethren, with the understanding that we 
too are mortal and failing sin-flesh creatures.   
Though others will no doubt hate us (both in the 
world as well as fellow brethren) we are under no 
allowance to reciprocate the same emotion.   Rather, 
“love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you” (Mat. 5:44). 


FALSE PROPHETS 
We will not spend much time on this point, but the 

existence of falsehood and those who would 
promote it has always plagued the congregation of 
Believers.   In our short Christadelphian history we 
have been challenged with all types of error, and 
brethren who desired a following for their novel and 
insidious ideas. “Renunciationism”, “Clean Flesh”, 
“Partial Inspiration”; recent “Unity” efforts; “Legalism/
Judaizer” contentions; “Theistic evolution”; prophetic 
confusions; and moral/worldly laxness and “liberty” - 
these falsehoods and others have contributed to 
deceiving MANY who have held The Faith. 

	 This leads to our final point: that due to the 
abounding nature of such iniquity (lawlessness), “the 
love of many shall wax cold.” 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THE LOVE OF MANY SHALL WAX COLD 
	 We will note that the word “many” should actually 
be preceded by an article, so “the love of THE MANY 
shall wax cold.”   The Diaglott renders verse 12 as, 
“because VICE will abound, the LOVE of the MANY 
will cool.”   We perceive this not to be a general 
reference or warning to all Jewry, but “the many” or 
majority of Jews that would accept The Gospel 
message during the 1st century. Due to the evil 
influences from without and within the Body they 
would grow cool, cold or apathetic to the saving 
Faith they had once joyfully and zealously accepted.  
This spirit would certainly extend into the covenanted 
Gentiles as well. 

	 There can be no doubt that this very same 
phenomena is being repeated within the Household 
in these End Times.   Those who are cool or cold 
towards the “old paths” have grown   from a few into 
“the many.”   “The many” have chosen to adopt a 
“live and let live” approach to the Faith as to what is 
viewed as tolerable among the Household of 
Believers.    A true and fervent love/agape among 
those who once contended for the faith once 
delivered to the saints has been increasingly replaced 
with a phileo sense of friendship more closely related 
to spiritual laxity, worldly interests and commonality 
rather than a shared passion for the One True Faith. 

	 At the same time that Laodicean apathy and error 
takes its toll on “the many,” there have also been 
internal contentions manifesting themselves among 
those desperately trying to hold  “The One Faith” 
according to the “old paths.”   In the Spring, 2017 
Sanctuary-Keeper we made this observation - “Now, 
in all honesty, we are not a completely united group 
ourselves ...   Among this remnant there are 
differences of personality, differences of emphasis 
and interest upon various doctrinal issues, residual 
feelings of distrust, respect of certain groups and 
individuals over others ... a modern mindset tainted 
by the poisons of humanism that is extremely difficult 
for us to shake.”     

	 It would appear that this observation is manifesting 
itself in distressing ways. There has been a 
breakdown of the most critical of degrees that will 

not end well for any of us, especially and most 
importantly in regard to the honor of our Heavenly 
Father and The Truth He has most graciously allowed 
us to be a part of.  In the Last Days of Judah’s 
Commonwealth it wasn’t the Romans that were the 
biggest enemy, it was the Jews themselves against 
themselves through their own self destructive 
attitude, misapplied zeal, and infighting.   God left 
them to their own device and used the Romans to 
fulfill the judgments written.  Who is our biggest 
enemy?  Is it the world, or is it ourselves?

	 It is unsettling for us to realize that throughout the 
Biblical record as well as profane history, that God 
often uses a spirit of self inflicted implosion upon HIs 
enemies before bringing them to an end - “every  
man’s sword against his brother” (e.g., Ez. 38:21).   
Does our Heavenly Father view us as His enemies? 
What is our standing as a community before Him?  Is 
He simply finished with Christadelphia - even the 
Unamended community itself? The work of taking out 
a people for His Name carries on, but is our collective 
lamp stand being extinguished due to faithlessness: 
whether through apostasy, Laodicean apathy and/or 
infighting?  It must be realized that all things are 
according to God’s will - “Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” Nonetheless, we individually bear 
a most grave responsibility to refrain from 
surrendering ourselves to be a part of the very 
problems that incur God’s disappointment and wrath.      
	 We know that there have been contentions and 
divisions among Believers throughout the ages.  
These pose a continual trial and no doubt will 
become even more intense before the Return of the 
Master.  Our very difficult duty is to not fall prey to the 
cold and faithless practices that have been the 
demise of THE MANY.   As in the era of 70 AD, so too 
in our time there is the merciful message of comfort 
to the few - “he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved” (Matt 24: 13; also Rev. 2:26).     

	 The message and warnings of Christ are simple.  
But, are we among those who “endure” or are we of 
THE MANY who are faltering in a state of cooled faith 
and love?  Be careful in your self-assessment.   


A. Thomas            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E are the salt.....ye are the light’ (Matt. 5:14). 
We have suggested that the first is designed 
to show what men should be in themselves, 

while the second sets forth their duty to others... The 
‘great light’ is the sun which gives light to the earth. 
The appointment of the sun to divide the night form 
the day in the Creator’s arrangement of the world in 
preparation for man is the basis of many figures in 
both Old and New Testaments. The world natural has 
analogies in the world spiritual: there is a parallel 
between the physical and the moral. (Parables of the 
Messiah, J. Carter, p.14). 


	 (Genesis 1:1-5; 14-19): Light, traveling at a speed 
of 186,282 miles per second, is a range of 
electromagnetic radiation traveling through space in 
particles and waves both visible and invisible to man. 
The brightness of light is a product of wave 
amplitude. The color of light is a product of its 
wavelength. Humans are most familiar with what we 
call the “visible spectrum” of light, consisting, not 
surprisingly, of seven wavelengths corresponding to 
(from shortest to longest wavelength) Violet, Blue, 
Cyan, Green, Yellow, Orange and Red. What we see, 
the colors produced in a rainbow for example, 
correspond to Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, 
Indigo and Violet. How are these immutable facts to 
be understood with respect to what Yahweh has in 
store for His plan with the earth and man? The 
parable of the light is as vast as the spectrum of 

things both visible and invisible. Yahweh has 
declared Himself forthrightly and openly to all in 
some things (the visible creation), and hidden Himself 
in other things which must be sought out to be 
understood (the spiritual creation). Under the 
following sub-headings we will examine the Parable 
of Light from several vantage points of Scripture to 
gain a better appreciation for this subject so essential 
to the comprehension of the Truth. 


LET THERE BE LIGHT 

	 In Genesis we read “let there be light” which may 
give the impression that light was a product of the 
creation week. However, since the Scripture also 
reveals that Yahweh dwells in light inapproachable (I 
Tim. 6:16), it stands to reason that light existed 
before the Creation and is in fact a characteristic of 
the Father himself, described by James as the 
“Father of lights” (James 1:17). The Hebrew in 
Genesis 1:3 is, “Elohim amar hayah or hayah or”. 
This may be emphatically rendered, “Angels 
command, cause to come to pass illumination, and 
there became illumination”. Thus the light which 
existed from the Father, the El (Ail) Himself, 
heretofore only manifested in the Mighty Ones 
(Elohim) who are styled “the morning stars” which 
“sang together” at the time of creation (Job 38:6-7), 
directed this light to penetrate the physical universe 
under their construction and to illuminate the grand 
purpose  that  Yahweh  was  bringing to pass. In turn,  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those who are illuminated by this purpose will 
themselves become a part of the glorious substance 
that belongs to the Father alone (Dan. 2:22; 12:3; 
Mal. 4:2, Matt. 13:43; I Tim. 6:16). 


THE RAINBOW (GEN. 9:1-17) 

	 Who can doubt the elegant and refreshing beauty 
of a rainbow in the heavens after the advent of a 
summer shower? The rain has quenched the parched 
ground, the air has been cooled by the evaporating 
droplets, the birds sing in the quietude of the ending 
storm, and all the world around us is green with new 
life as Yahweh sets His bow in the cloud as a crown 
over all Creation. Its prominence and glory bursting 
forth in the firmament was first witnessed by Noah 
and his family in the 
aftermath of the great 
destruction of the 
earth that then was, 
be ing ove rflowed 
with water, perished. 
It appeared as the 
token of the promise 
of the covenant that 
the Creator made 
with all creation. For 
all its glory, however, 
the rainbow is not 

spoken of again until the 26th book of the Bible where 
it becomes part of the visage of the Cherubim set 
before the prophet Ezekiel in a vision so terrible, that 
he falls to his face upon the ground (Ezek.1:1-5; 
25-28). And finally, in the book of Revelation (Rev. 
4:3 and 10:1-3) the symbol again appears in 
successive visions to the Apostle John, that illustrate 
the consummation of all that was promised to mortal 
man, giving him a hope beyond the grave since he 
was driven out from the paradise of the Deity. What 
must be remembered is that this symbol of the bow 
is only possible by the existence of light; light from 
above penetrating droplets of water in the air. (See I 
Thes. 4:13-18; Heb. 11:39-40; 12:1-2 regarding 
clouds). Upon this principle Bro. John Thomas wrote 
the following: 

	 “The rainbow is referred to in four places in 

scripture, and ... from these only can be deduced the 
import of the symbol before us. In nature, the rainbow 
is evolved by the action of showery vapor upon the 
sun’s rays, which, in the passing through the aqueous 
globules, are refracted, and form an arch upon that 
part of the clouds opposite to the sun, glowing with 
all the colours of the prismatic, or solar spectrum. 
The rainbow is never seen except when the sun is 
shining, and when rain is falling between the 
spectator and the part of the horizon where the bow 
is seen. These facts must not be lost sight of in 
considering the significancy of the rainbow when 
used as a symbol.” (Eureka, Vol. IIA, Pg. 18-19). 

	 The seven-fold color prism that is seen when 

light is divided into its 
wavelengths reveals 
a lesson in i tself 
concerning Yahweh’s 
plan. First, consider 
that seven is the 
number of Spiritual 
perfection and the 
number so o f ten 
associated with the 
C o v e n a n t s o f 
Promise:


•  Gen. 12:2-3 - Seven-fold covenant with Abraham

•  Ex. 6:6-8 - Seven-fold covenant with Israel

• Lev. 16: 14,17,18,19; Exod. 30:10; Lev. 4:18 -

Seven sprinklings on the day of Atonement;

• Exod 25:31-35 - The seven Golden lamp Stand 

• Revelation - Seven-fold structure of the 

Apocalypse 

• Heb. 1:2; 2:10; 3:1; 5:6; 5:9; 10:21; 12:2—Seven 

titles of Jesus in Hebrews;  The Seven “I ams” of 
John; and the seven sayings of Jesus on the Stake, 
etc. 


	 Furthermore, when the bow is formed in the cloud 
the arrangement of the colors is always the same, 
beginning with red on the outside and moving to 
violet on the inside. The progression here, 
symbolically speaking, begins with flesh and blood 
(Red) and ends with royalty (Violet, or Purple).  This is  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the progression for those who faithfully abide in 
Yahweh's covenant. 

	 Seen from above the bow makes a complete 
circle, depicting the nature of Deity, from everlasting 
to everlasting. This progression (from flesh on the 
outside, to royalty on the inside), coupled with the 
figure of a complete circle, finds its full manifestation 
in the future Temple of Ezekiel’s prophecy, where the 
inner temple, which separates mortal man from 
immortal king-priests, takes the shape of an 
unending circle (Rev. 1:8). 


A LIGHT THAT SHINES IN A DARK PLACE             
(2 PETER 1:19) 


	 “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day star arise in your hearts.”  

	 Peter, while exhorting the brethren to “give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure” (vs. 
10), makes an allusion to the lamp stand that stood in 
the Holy Place in the Tabernacle. The lamp stand was 
beaten out of wrought gold and contained seven 
branches upon which seven lights (lamps) were 
displayed. 

	 Exodus 25:31-40 and Exodus 37:17-24 record 
the design of the lamp stand that represents the light 
of Yahweh's truth, “For God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor.4:6). That 
light would be manifested in a number of different 
ways, yet all related by virtue of the single golden 
character of the lamp stand—incorruptible. 

	 The lamp stand’s seven golden lamps speak to 
the perfection of the Word in its ability to provide a 
light of truth throughout the duration of mortal man’s 
existence in the earth at the end of which, God will 
be “all in all”. The lamps gave forth light by the 
combustion of pure olive oil that continually had to 
be maintained by the priests, a type of the fruit of the 
spirit. Without the lamp stand the tabernacle lay in 
darkness and the ministration of the priests in service 
to Yahweh would have been impossible. Thus, it is 
only by a continual manifestation of the Word in the 

life of a believer, that glory returned to God is 
combusted, or shines forth. Hence, “Ye are the light 
of the world...” (Matt. 5:14) 


	 The Construction of the lamp stand was not 
merely left to artistic license but was a foreshadowing 
as to how the light of Yahweh's truth would illuminate 
the world. Basic to the design is the construction of a 
symbolic almond tree, representing Divine selection 
and resurrection. Almonds are the first tree to 
blossom in the Holy Land and would have been in 
bloom at the time of the Passover when Jesus was 
raised from the dead, becoming the first fruits of 
them who slept. Thus, our Lord, the Messiah is 
purposely at the core of the design—the central stem 
into which all other light bearers would be grafted in 
(Rom. 11:16-17; John 15:1-4).  

Also peculiar to the lamp stand’s design is the 
repetition of the parts of the almond blossom. In 
Exodus 25 of these flower parts are identified as “his 
bowls, his knops and his flowers”. These three parts 
correspond to the calyx, the seed pod and the petals. 
Each branch had three (3) flowers with their three (3) 
parts for a total of nine (9) flower parts per each 
branch. There were three (3) branches on each side 
of the central stem of the lamp stand making a total 
of six (6) branches x nine (9) parts per branch, for a 
total of 54 flower parts for the branches. Add to this 
the central stem composed of four (4) flowers, each 
again with three (3) parts for a total of 12 flower parts 
and you have a total of sixty six (66) flower parts that 
make up the lamp stand. This is remarkable given 
that there are 66 books to our current Bible that 
compose the light of the revealed Word.

	 Now the question must be asked, is this just a 
coincidence? Consider further how the lamp stand 
was designed. The three branches on one side of the 
lamp stand containing 27 flower parts, plus the 
central stem containing 12 flower parts = 39 parts, 
the exact number of books in the Old Testament. The 
remainder of the branches with their 27 parts 
correspond to the number of books in the new 
testament. But there is even more significance as to 
where the books of the Bible fall in this arrangement. 
The  first  27  books  of  the Bible, represented by the  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three branches on one side of the lamp 
stand, correspond to the books of 
Genesis through Daniel. The remaining 
12 books of the Bible, usually referred 
to as the “Minor prophets” although 
there is nothing minor about them at 
all, thus correspond to the central stem 
of the lamp stand. The question may 
then naturally occur, why is this? 
Remember Peter’s words, “We have 
also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day 
star arise in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19).  
	 Peter was alluding to the lamp 
stand as representing prophecy which 
g i ves l i gh t and unders tand ing 
concerning the final chapter of 
Messiah’s work in bringing to pass the 
conclusion of the Atonement by the 
cutting off of sin in all manifestations 
and the conclusion of the Gospel by 
bringing into force the Abrahamic and 
D a v i d i c c o v e n a n t s v i a D i v i n e 
intervention upon the earth. These are 
the activities of the Messiah recorded 
in the Minor prophets of Israel. Thus, 
these prophets support the history of 
Israel and the promises made to the 
fathers on the one hand, and then they 
support the life and work of Messiah 
that would make it all possible on the 
other. 

	 Earlier it was stated that our Lord, 
the Messiah, is purposely at the core of 
the design for the Almond Tree Lamp 
Stand. In addition, we have seen that the prophets 
are also at the core of the Lamp Stand. But how are 
the two (Jesus and prophecy) connected? In the 
parable of Lazarus, Jesus said to the Scribes and 
Pharisees, “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from 
the dead” (Luke 16:31). Thus the prophets were the 

light that shined forth the coming manifestation of the 
Christ to Israel at his first and second appearing 
(Hosea 3:4-5; Joel 3:16; Amos 9:11; Mic. 7:18-20; 
Hab. 2:14; Zeph. 3;17; Hag. 2:23; Zech. 3:8-9; 
Zech. 6:11-13; Zech. 13:7; Mal. 4:2). Our Lord also 
confirms this connection of the prophets with his 
work in the Revelation that was given to John at 
Patmos (Rev. 10:7; 19:10; 22:6; 22:9, 1:1).  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BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES 

	 The Scripture teaches that every matter should be 
established by the mouth of at least two or three 
witnesses and so Yahweh has not left Himself 
without witness as concerning the design of His lamp 
stand so that we may be certain of its meaning 
(Deut. 17:6; 19:15). 


	 The second witness: Let us now consider the 
design of the lamp stand with respect to the 
arrangement of the Hebrew Bible. The Hebrew Bible 
differs somewhat in the order of the books than the 
Bible in its present form. The Hebrew Bible is divided 
into three (3) sections; The Law, The Prophets and 
The Writings, together which amount to 22 books. 
Similarly as with the current 66 books of the Bible, if 
we align the Hebrew Bible with the design of the 
Lamp Stand we will once again see a very distinct 
correspondence of the Hebrew Bible, with the design 
of the Lamp Stand. In each case, what is most 
remarkable is that the prophets once more 

correspond to the central stem. This should teach us 
something about the importance of prophecy in our 
understanding of the Truth. Indeed, the Truth is 
founded upon the Word of the Prophets given of the 
Spirit of God and this is confirmed by the writers of 
the New Testament Scriptures (Eph. 2:19-22; 2 Peter 
3:1-2).  
• “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 

foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In 
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also 
are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” 

• “This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto 
you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by 
way of remembrance: That ye may be mindful of 
the words which were spoken before by the holy 

p r o p h e t s , a n d o f t h e 
commandment of us the apostles 
of the Lord and Saviour:” 

	 The Third Witness: The third 
witness as to the design and 
construction of the Lamp Stand 
lies with the Hebrew Alphabet. 
There are 22 letters in the Hebrew 
Alphabet that correspond to the 
22 almond blossoms in the Lamp 
Stand. This also speaks to the 
Truth of the Word of God and its 
power to enlighten and save the 
willing hearer and doer of the Law 
and Prophets of Israel, all who 
wrote in the Hebrew tongue 
(Zeph. 3:9). That the Hebrew 
Alphabet is of Divine authorship is 
proved by the Spirit’s use of all 22 
letters as a prefix to 22 sections of 
the 119th Psalm. 

	 The first nine sections of 
Psalm 119, corresponding to the 
Law — the  three  (3)  branches on  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the left with their nine (9) blossoms, declare the 
righteousness of the Law (His Word) delivered to 
Moses and reflect one’s desire to know Yahweh. 


i. “Walk in the Law of the LORD”

ii. “By taking heed according to Thy Word”

iii. “Live and keep thy Word”

iv. “Quicken Thou me according to Thy  Word”

v. “Teach me the way of Thy Statutes”

vi. “Come also unto me...Thy Salvation”

vii. “Remember the Word unto Thy Servant”

viii. “I would keep Thy Words”

ix. “Thou hast dealt well...according to Thy 

Word” 


	 The next four Sections, corresponding to the 
prophets—the central stem with its four (4) blossoms, 
uphold both Old and New Covenant writings and 
declare the mercy of God and His righteousness: 


i. “Thy hands have made me”—Creation

ii.  “Thy Salvation”—The Atonement 

iii. “Thy Word is settled”—God is unchangeable 

iv. “O how I love thy Law!” - Our Response!  

	 The last nine sections of Psalm 119 corresponding 
to the New Covenant—the three (3) branches on the 
right with their nine (9) blossoms, foreshadow the 
Work of Messiah as the “light of the world,” being a 
manifestation of the Father—the Word made flesh: 


i. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path.”


ii.  “I hate vain thoughts: but thy law I do love” 


iii. “I have done judgment and justice: leave 
me not to mine oppressors” 


iv. “Thy testimonies are wonderful therefore my 
soul doth keep them” 


v. “Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright 
are thy judgments” 


vi. “I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O 
LORD: I will keep thy statutes” 


vii. “Consider my affliction, and deliver me: for I 
do not for- get thy law” 


viii. “Princes have persecuted me without a 
cause: but my heart standeth in Awe of thy 
Word” 


ix. “Let my cry come near before thee, O LORD: 
give me understanding according to thy 
Word” 


	 Together these 22 sections of Psalm 119 and the 
corresponding books of the Bible enlighten the world 
as to the purpose of Yahweh. However, the 
combustion of the Word requires our attention! As 
revealed in Exodus 27:21, the Levites had to 
constantly attend the tabernacle and were constantly 
filling the lamps with oil, trimming the wicks, and 
making sure that one of the lamps did not flicker or 
smoke. This is certainly indicative of our “reasonable 
service” (Rom. 12:1) before the Holy One of Israel, 
that we must produce fruit (olives), that we must then 
work at getting out the oil of the Word in our studies 
and through trial and tribulation (character building) 
and then manifest that Word as “light” to those 
around us. 

	 Those who are thus refined and are able to 
combust the Word brightly before our heavenly 
Father are identified in Zechariah’s prophecy of the 
Redeemed in the Kingdom Age as being the “two  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anointed ones”, or “Sons of Oil” (Zech. 4). In 
Zechariah's fifth Night Vision (out of seven) the 
Redeemed are seen as two olive trees emptying oil 
into a central lamp stand of similar but not exact 
design as that lamp stand in the Tabernacle. 
Zechariah's Lamp Stand had a central bowl or 
receptacle (Heb. gulla, a fountain, bowl or globe), 
surrounded by seven lamps. These are the same as 
the seven light combusting spirits seen by John 
surrounding the throne of the lamb who will bring the 
light of the revealed Word to the World at large (Rev. 
4:5; 5:6; Num. 14:21). This brings us to our next point 
to be considered in the Parable of Light. 


I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (JOHN 8:12-20; 
JOHN 9:1-7; JOHN 11:7-10) 


	 As can be seen from the above testimony, our 
Lord, Jesus the Christ, is at the center of the Logos, 
or Divine plan, from the beginning. When the Elohim 
brought light into the natural creation, they 
instantaneously were foreshadowing the light of 
Yahweh's spiritual creation—the two are inseparable. 

	 From Parables of The Messiah we read, “John 
traces the parallel between the natural light and the 
revelation of God’s purpose, which gives men light. In 
the Word was life, and ‘the life was the light of men 
And the light shineth in darkness’ (1:3). That was the 
prophetic Word—a light shining in a dark place, as 
Peter wrote (2 Peter 1:19), to which men do well to 
give heed. At last the purpose [or Logos] was 
embodied in a Son of God, the Word made flesh, and 
the true light had appeared among men. John 
records the sayings in which the Son declares himself 
to be the light, the light of the world (8:12; 9:5; 11:9). 
The Son counseled those who followed him to walk 
in the light, to believe in the light, and so doing they 
would be ‘children of light’ (12:35, 36), or ‘sons of 
light’—a Hebrew idiom which expresses their 
essential characteristic; they are themselves 
LIGHT.” (Parables of The Messiah, by John Carter, 
pg. 15). 

	 In the same chapter, Bro. Carter makes reference 
to the prophet Isaiah, who testifies concerning the 
“instructed and obedient servant of God, smitten and 
reviled of men, but justified of God” by asking a 

question that anticipates the many sayings of Jesus 
concerning himself as the divine light: “Who is among 
you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of 
His servant [the Christ], that walketh in darkness, and 
hath no light?” (Isa. 50:10). The answer is quite 
simple—None! 

	 Thus, all who follow the Son walk in the light. 
Isaiah continues in the same verse, “let him trust in 
the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.” (Also 
see 2 Cor. 4:6-7). The opposite is also true, those 
who do not follow the Son, are in complete darkness 
wherein is no hope (2 Cor. 4:3-4) . Bro. Carter 
continues: 

“Men love human philosophies which they regard as 
light. Doctrines are proclaimed and approved by men 
which are but fables of human devising. To such “fire-
raisers” God says: ‘Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, 
that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in 
the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have 
kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie 
down in sorrow’ (Isa. 50:11; See also 65:5). The 
sparks quickly die out, and men sink into darkness, 
lying down at last in sorrow for an eternal sleep. Both 
these followers and rejecters of the Divine light have a 
similar place in the teaching of Jesus: ‘I am come a 
light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me 
should not abide in darkness; and if any man hear my 
words and believe not, I judge him not...the word that 
I have spoken shall judge him in the last day’” (John 
12:46-48).  

	 The present age is certainly no better off, indeed 
much worse, than the generation in which Bro. Carter 
was writing; again, “Men love human philosophies 
which they regard as light.” But this applies not only 
to the world and its apostate religions and science 
falsely so-called (which we know to be in darkness), 
but to the ecclesia of Christ (Matt. 24:24-25; John 
3:19; 2 Tim. 4:3-5). It is from within the ecclesial 
house that the greatest danger arises, because it is 
least expected and the sources of apostasy are all 
too familiar. Concerning this fact the Bible is full of 
witnesses for warning (Acts 20:28-31; 2 Peter 2:1-3). 
Family, friends and acquaintances may be caught 
away  in  it.  They  may  be  amazed  at  our refusal to  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have any part of it when they call us to partake of evil 
with them, to fellowship doctrines that constitute 
“another gospel”. But the Apostles and Prophets—
the foundation of the house—have called the faithful 
servant to another course which requires separation 
from evil — “touch not the unclean thing”. The Truth 
is a piercing sword that will effect division between 
brethren and family alike that a remnant of faithful 
ones might be preserved for the greatness and light 
of the coming age (Luke 12:51-53; I Cor. 11:18-19). 


THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS  
(GEN. 1:16-19) 


	 The Sun was appointed for light on the fourth day 
of the creation week, albeit, “light” as a characteristic 
of the Father existed prior to the first day. In this 

arrangement there are things symbolic of Yahweh's 
plan of redemption contained within the Word (the 
Logos); that light, as a symbol of Yahweh's Word of 
Life from the beginning, would be manifested at a 
later time in a Son, styled by the Spirit, “the Sun of 
Righteousness” (Mal.4:2). 


	 John testifies that, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by Him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and 
the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it 
not” (John 1:1-5). He continues with the thought of 
connecting the Word (or Logos), with the Light, in  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verse 14: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth.” 

	 This great light—the Sun of Righteousness— 
appeared among men at the dawn of the fourth 
millennial day according to the design of Yahweh’s 
7,000 year plan. The Christ was thus appointed to 
give light upon the earth to the end that the glory of 
the Father would be manifested among men, and 
that a remnant thereof, as the moon in her celestial 
glory, would reflect that light again toward the Son 
and bathe the earth in the beauty of the Ecclesial 
bride (Isa. 9:2; Isa. 9:6-8; Isa. 49:1-13; Isa. 55:11; 
Acts 13:47; Acts 26:22-23; Luke 1:79; 2:32).  

When the Sun of Righteousness is fully 
manifested, the Glory of Yahweh's Truth will fill the 
earth in an open manifestation of Jesus Christ and 
the immortalized Saints. They will be a light that is 
precious in the eyes of those who will rejoice in the 
salvation of Yahweh (Rev. 21:10-11, 23). Men will not 
be able to hide from the light, nor will they be able to 
deny it, albeit some will still turn away from it (Zech. 
14:17-19). Nevertheless, The Glory of God will 
brighten the lives of all those who will delight in it and 
receive it with joy (Rev. 21:24-25). 


YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
(MATT. 5:14-15; PHIL. 2:15; I THES. 5:1-6; I PETER 

2:5-9)  
The coming of the Sun of Righteousness is a 

glorious hope for which we strive. It is set before the 
believer as an open door, but our entering in is 
contingent upon our own manifestation of that light in 
this present world of darkness. Are we light, or are 
we darkness? What permeates our thoughts and 
intents of the heart? What garners our attention? 
How is our time spent? The record of the 
Antediluvians was one of darkness because they 
loved the darkness rather than the way of life and 
light (Gen. 6:5-6) and became as those which utterly 
perish (Psa. 49:20: 2 Peter 2:12; 2 Cor. 4:4). The true 

servant of Yahweh will benefit from this knowledge 
that they may choose wisely. 

	 What enters the eye, the portal of light and 
understanding to the brain, can effect either light or 
darkness (Luke 11:34-35). Our perceptions, daily 
experiences, preferences, habits, thoughts and 
deeds done in the body, in essence, our “works,” are 
all shaped by that which enters the eye, whether for 
light or darkness and are before Yahweh continually 
(Psa. 112:4; Psa. 90:8—contrast). Let our eyes, then, 
be for light, that light may illuminate our existence 
and lift us up and out of the wallowing mire of this 
swine infested world in which we live (John 17:14-17; 
2 Cor. 4:6; Eph. 1:4; 2 Peter 2:20; Col. 2:8; Psa. 4:6; 
Psa. 18:28; Psa. 36:9; Psa. 43:3; Psa. 56:13; Psa. 
89:15; Psa. 119:130; Prov. 4:18-19).  
	 It has been said that the best exhortation to those 
around us (whether in our family associations or in 
the world in general) is the one they can see; “Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). The Bible makes note of this 
principle on several accounts of how the Truth 
radiating from us in our thoughts, words and deeds, 
can effect the lives of others; it can illuminate them to 
a godly way. Though they be ignorant of the Word 
itself, they can behold it, the light, manifested in the 
life of a believer (Prov. 6:23; Prov. 16:15; I Cor. 7:12 
-15; I Peter 3:1-2, 15-16). Hence, the penetration, 
perception (or understanding) of the light of Truth in 
the mind of a believer and the resulting effluence of 
that light manifested in their lives will fit them for 
places of honor in the Kingdom of God once 
established in the earth. Then they, as with the Son, 
will become luminaries of the political heavens, 
shining forth the Glory of Yahweh over the earth as 
the waters cover the sea (2 Sam. 23:1 -4; Mat: 13:43; 
Dan. 12:3; Rev. 22:5). Such will be the end proposed 
by the Spirit, throughout the testimony of the Word, 
of the Parable of Light.


Al Bryan  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THE TEN PLAGUES OF NUMBERS

HEN we think of the subject of Divinely 
inflicted plagues in Scripture, most of us 
would think first and foremost of the Ten 

Plagues on the Egyptians, and rightly so. But as the 
title implies, this article will focus on plagues on the 
nation of Israel, with the intent that we might learn 
lessons from what we read in 1st Corinthians. 

	 Let us start with this fact: these ten plagues as 
recorded in the book of Numbers are not the first 
ones to be inflicted on the newly formed nation of 
Israel. There is one prior plague mentioned and that 
is found in Ex. 32: 35 - “And the LORD plagued the 
people, because they made the calf, which Aaron 
made.”   

	 As we proceed through these ten plagues in 
Numbers, we will briefly give the nature of the plague, 
and its reason for being inflicted. Regarding the 
reason, we will find out shortly that there was one in 
particular that seemed to dominate.  


THE FIRST PLAGUE 
	 The first plague is found in Numbers 11: 1-3;

	 “And when the people complained , it displeased 
the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and his anger was 
kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, 
and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts 
of the camp.”  	 	 

	 We may look upon grumbling as not such a big 
sin, but it was the root cause of Israel's failure. The 
people lacked the vision to see beyond their trials, 

and so the march for them was a meaningless 
wandering without an end purpose. Habitual 
complaining is the natural result of this state of mind. 
Paul dealt with the issue specifically in verse 10 of 
our reference - “neither murmur ye, as some of them 
also murmured”.  

	 In our every day walk, do we, through a lack of 
focus and therefore vision on our mark, find 
ourselves complaining for reasons of far less gravity 
than those encountered by the children of Israel?  For 
from a natural standpoint, they had good grounds for 
their complaints: the harsh, arid country, the 
monotonous diet, the tiring, dusty, daily trudging. 
Nevertheless, their complaining displeased Yahweh 
greatly,  being “evil in His ears” as the margin renders 
“displeased”. 

	 The plague itself was fire from Yahweh in the 
sense that He directed it. Notice how “them that 
were” is in italics at the end of verse 1 and therefore 
not in the original. The NASB translates: the fire of 
Yahweh burned among them and consumed some of 
the outskirts of the camp. We might therefore 
conclude that the people themselves were not 
necessarily destroyed by fire but rather the fire swept 
through the tents of the people to the uttermost 
confines of the camp. 

	 The people had complained several times on 
earlier occasions recorded in Exodus chapters 14-17, 
but the people had not entered into covenant 
relationship  with  Yahweh  at  that time, therefore the  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punishments were less severe than on this occasion. 
This was a very serious and severe warning.   Think 
how devastating the loss of our houses and all that 
was in them would be. This is the warning the 
children of Israel received for grumbling on this 
occasion.


THE SECOND PLAGUE                                                                    

  The second plague is also found in Numbers 11, 
verses 4 through 35. The nature of the plague was 
sickness, and the reason for its infliction was a 
planned revolt stimulated by lust for the things of 
Egypt.  (vv. 4-6; vv. 31-34): 

	 “And the mixed multitude that was among them 
fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept 
again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat.   We 
remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; 
the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and 
the onions, and the garlic: But now our soul is dried 
away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, 
before our eyes.” 
	 “And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and 
brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the 
camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as 
it were a day's journey on the other side, round about 
the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the 
face of the earth. And the people stood up all that 
day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they 
gathered the quails: he that gathered least gathered 
ten homers: and they spread them all abroad for 
themselves round about the camp. And while the 
flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled against the 
people, and the LORD smote the people with a very 
great plague. And he called the name of that place 
Kibrothhattaavah: because there they buried the 
people that lusted.” 

	 Notice in verse 4 that it was the mixed multitude, 
or those who had thrown in their lot with Israel when 
they left Egypt, who fell to lusting.  In Egypt they had 
not suffered as did the Israelites, enjoying more of 
the freedom and good things there, but as the 
difficulties of the journey increased they allowed their 
thoughts to revert to the things they had given up. 
They became dominated by this consuming desire 

for flesh. Normally, most flesh was considered good 
food and could lawfully be eaten as was the food of 
Egypt described in verse 5. But what is lawful or 
legitimate of itself can become evil when Yahweh 
does not allot it to us and yet we eagerly desire it. 
These things only became evil when they were given 
first priority in their lives. This is why Paul says they 
lusted after evil things in our reading in I Cor. 10:6. 


	 The lesson for us in this second plague is obvious: 
as engrafted Israelites we must not allow ourselves to 
lust in the manner we have described for the “good 
things of the flesh” (or so we thought before baptism) 
things which we must now abhor. Now let's look at 
verse 33 and consider the plague itself. Evidently the 
greed for flesh was so great in some that they could 
not wait to prepare it properly or to give thanks to 
Yahweh for it. Very appropriately therefore, the 
plague fell on these before they had time to chew 
and satisfy their lust. In verse 33, the word “kindled” 
can also mean “glowed” suggesting a possible visual 
manifestation of Divine anger, perhaps by the cloud 
becoming exceedingly luminous. The word “plague” 
in  this  verse  is  derived  from  a  root  signifying  “to  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strike”. What form this took is not revealed but the 
results were apparent, for many died and the people 
had to turn from eating to burying. The place in verse 
34 was called “The graves of the greedy” or “The 
graves of sensuous desire”. 

	 We cannot do better than conclude this plague 
with the words of Paul in Gal. 6:8 - “He that soweth 
to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.” 

THE THIRD PLAGUE

	 The third plague is found in Numbers 12: 1-16. 
The nature of the plague was leprosy, and the reason 
for its infliction was misuse of the tongue caused 
through jealousy. Numbers 12: 1-2, 9-10, 13-15;  

	 “And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses 
because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had 
married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. And 
they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by 
Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.” 
	 “And the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
them; and he departed. And the cloud departed from 
off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became 
leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon 
Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.” 
	 “And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her 
now, O God, I beseech thee. And the LORD said unto 
Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should 
she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out 
from the camp seven days, and after that let her be 
received in again. And Miriam was shut out from the 
camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till 
Miriam was brought in again.” 

	 Here we have a very specific infraction of 
Yahweh's command involving only two individuals, 
but certainly two very important and significant 
individuals in regard to Aaron and Miriam. In verse 
one, the fact that Miriam's name is placed before 
Aaron's suggests that she was the initiator of this 
complaint against Moses. As a woman, as well as 
Moses' sister, her criticism here was indefensible. 
She should have been silent, as Paul commands. 
Aaron, though, in allowing himself to be swayed by 
Miriam, brought his position as High Priest into 

disrepute and so must share some blame here as 
well. 

	 Miriam and Aaron advance two reasons in the first 
two verses for their complaint against Moses. 
Apparently there must have been some sort of 
unspecified family problem here between Miriam and 
Zipporah, Moses' wife whom Miriam insultingly refers 
to as “the Ethiopian woman”. Miriam's attitude in this 
matter was wrong, for whatever her original condition 
may have been it is obvious from Ex. 4:24-25 that 
Zipporah had submitted to the requirements of the 
truth. 

	 The second reason advanced had some 
legitimacy to it, which nonetheless failed to justify in 
the least this gross attempt to attain equality of 
status with Moses. When they said, “Hath He not 
spoken also by us?”, it is true that Yahweh had used 
them in communing with the people, Miriam was a 
prophetess, and Aaron of course the High Priest. 
Their position was clearly subordinate to Moses', and 
this criticism was entirely out of character to their 
normal behavior. Murmuring and strife can do that, 
and lead one astray from the truth if persisted, which 
is why Paul exhorts us in Phil. 2:14-15 to “Do all 
things without murmurings and disputings; that ye 
may be the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world.” 

	 In verses 5 to 9, the angel of Yahweh called them 
forth where, standing before Him at the door of the 
tabernacle in greater prominence before the whole 
congregation, they are orally chastised and reminded 
forcefully of Moses' superior position, concluding 
with the words in verse 8, “Wherefore then were ye 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?”. 
Aaron and Miriam either had no answer or were 
rendered speechless by this awesome manifestation 
of divine wrath. With no further comment, the Angel 
then departs leaving Miriam with the terrible plague 
of leprosy in her skin. 

	 Aaron implores Moses to have Yahweh remove 
the dread disease from her, who in turn beseeches 
Yahweh on her behalf. In His great mercy He grants 
the request, but not before Miriam had to fulfill the  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requirements of the law concerning lepers in being 
shut out of the camp 7 days. Miriam would have 
been about 90 years old at this time, so this would 
not have been an easy thing for her to endure.      

	 The general lesson for us in this incident, besides 
the admonition against murmuring and disputing, 
would be that the principle of respect should likewise 
be shown towards those who minister to the welfare 
of the Ecclesia. For those entrusted with the care of 
the flock, the lesson is the same in that they should 
never forget their subordinate position to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Head of the Ecclesia.


THE FOURTH PLAGUE 
	 The fourth plague in Numbers is found in Numb. 
13: 31-32; 14: 36-37. 

	 “But the men that went up with him said, We 
be not able to go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we. And they brought up an 
evil report of the land which they had searched 
unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, 
through which we have gone to search it, is a 
land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and 
all the people that we saw in it are men of a 
great stature.” 

	 The nature of this plague is not specified but 
the end result was death for the individuals 
involved. The reason for its infliction was 
faithlessness. 

	 “And the men, which Moses sent to search 
the land, who returned, and made all the 
congregation to murmur against him, by bringing 
up a slander upon the land, Even those men that 
did bring up the evil report upon the land, died 
by the plague before the LORD.” 

	 We know the situation. At this time the 
children of Israel were camped at Kadesh. Per 
Yahweh's instructions, 12 men (Hebrew “ish”, 
that is leading or great men) were chosen, one 
from each tribe, to spy out the land before them. 
Ascending from the South into the gradually 
rising mountains, they saw a glorious country of 
well-watered hills and valleys, smiling fields, 

thickly wooded mountains, fruit and grain in 
abundance: indeed it was a “land flowing with 
milk and honey”. It was the time of the first ripe 
grapes in July and they spent 40 days spying 
out the land. 

	 But while admiring the beauties of the land 
they also observed cities with powerful high 
walls, heavily armed soldiers of such great 
stature that they appeared as grasshoppers by 
comparison, and mighty nations dominating the 

most fertile parts of the country. They returned 
to Kadesh bearing grapes, pomegranates, and 
figs with them. 

	 Though they well described the beautiful 
fertility of the land, their account of the 
inhabitants of the land was put in such a way as 
to bring a chill of fear into the people. Caleb, 
whose name means “wholehearted”, with a 
courage born of faith called upon the people to 
follow Moses and conquer the Land of Promise, 
claiming “we are well able to gain the victory”.  
But to no avail, the evil report of the 10 faithless  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spies had done its work.  

	 It is truly remarkable how much these 10 men 
saw with the eye of flesh, and how completely 
blinded they were to the vision of faith. Likewise, 
how easy it is for us to allow difficulties we 
encounter in our probationary walk to dim our 
vision of faith if we let them. The fact that these 
men were “ish” also teaches us the great 
responsibility that rests on those who would 
lead or shepherd the flock. But it is also the duty 
of the flock to make sure that the instructions 
received are in accordance with Yahweh's will. 
We read the punishment of these men which 
needs no further comment - they died by the 
plague before Yahweh. 

	 Let us seek to be like Caleb and Joshua in 
our faith and not like the 10 spies in their 
faithlessness.


THE FIFTH PLAGUE                                                       

	 The fifth plague of Numbers is concurrent time-
wise with the fourth plague we have just considered. 
The nature of the plague was consumption in the 
wilderness. The reason for its infliction would 
probably best be described again as faithlessness, 
and the recipients were that entire generation (Numb. 
14:1-5, 29-35).   For sheer scope this plague on the 
nation of Israel has no equal in Scripture. True, it took 
38 years to run its course but we know the 
judgments of Yahweh are sometimes instantaneous 
and other times such as this take years until their 
final accomplishment.  

	 As for the intended lesson we cannot do better 
than read from Hebrews chapter 3. Truthfully, all of 
this chapter and the first 11 verses of Hebrews 4 
deals with this very subject, but we will just read a 
few select verses.

	 Vv. 7-12 - “Wherefore (as the Holy Spirit saith, To 
day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, 
as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the 
wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved 
me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was 
grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway 
err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. 
So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my 

rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God.” 

	 Vv. 16-19 - “For some, when they had heard, did 
provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by 
Moses. But with whom was he grieved forty years? 
was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases 
fell in the wilderness?And to whom sware he that 
they should not enter into his rest, but to them that 
believed not? So we see that they could not enter in 
because of unbelief.” 
	 Heb. 4:1,2 - “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise 
being left us of entering into his rest, any of you 
should seem to come short of it. For unto us was the 
gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with 
faith in them that heard it.”

	 We see here in Hebrews 4:2 the root cause of their 
unbelief. It was NOT BEING MIXED WITH FAITH. 
We profess to believe what Yahweh has promised 
about a future coming Kingdom and rest for those 
found worthy when that blessed time arrives. Let us 
not harden our hearts and fall prey to the 
deceitfulness of sin and disobedience as did they, 
but rather let us seek to grow our faith so that we 
may be found worthy to enter into that rest that 
remaineth for us..


THE SIXTH PLAGUE 
	 The sixth plague in Numbers is found in 
chapter 16. The nature of this plague was an 
earthquake. The reason for its infliction was the 
same as plague #3 (Miriam’s leprosy), which was 
jealousy resulting in an attempted usurpation of 
Moses' (and in this case Aaron's)  authority.

	 Vv. 1-3 - “Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of 
Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the 
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of 
Reuben, took men: And they rose up before Moses, 
with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and 
fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the 
congregation, men of renown: And they gathered 
themselves together against Moses and against 
Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon 
you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of  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them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then 
lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the 
LORD?”

	 Vv 28-33 - “And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know 
that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; for 
I have not done them of mine own mind. If these men 
die the common death of all men, or if they be visited 
after the visitation of all men; then the LORD hath not 
sent me. But if the LORD make a new thing, and the 
earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all 
that appertain unto them, and they go down quick 
into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men 
have provoked the LORD. And it came to pass, as he 
had made an end of speaking all these words, that 
the ground clave asunder that was under them: And 
the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, 
and their houses, and all the men that appertained 
unto Korah, and all their goods. They, and all that 
appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, 
and the earth closed upon them: and they perished 
from among the congregation.” 
	 Really there is no comparison as far as the degree 
of severity of this 
sin in Yahweh's 
sight compared to 
t h e e a r l i e r 
i n c i d e n t w i t h 
M i r i a m a n d 
Aaron. That was 
a n i s o l a t e d 
incident out of 
c h a r a c t e r f o r 
them, but here we 
h a v e e v i l 
individuals willing 
to lead the entire 
congregation into 
destruction in their vain attempt to gain power and 
glory for themselves. It was a bitter, complaining 
nation that left Kadesh to wander without hope for 38 
years. Where these things exist there are always 
agitators ready to stir up trouble. 

	 On this occasion it was Korah, a leader among the 
tribe of Levi, and a descendant of Kohath. He was a 

first cousin to Moses and Aaron. According to 
Josephus he was very wealthy and a most eloquent 
public speaker, but he was afflicted with the fatal 
disease of envy. In concocting his plan to wrest 
power from Moses and Aaron, he enlisted the aid of 
certain disgruntled members of the tribe of Reuben: 
Dathan, Abiram, and On by name as we read in verse 
1. Following their words of rebellion Moses was of 
course filled with concern, so he turned to Yahweh in 
prayer and thus strengthened, he replied “tomorrow 
Yahweh will show who are His and whom He has 
selected to come near unto Him as His priests”. 
Believing Yahweh was on their side, Korah and his 
fellow-conspirators readily accepted the challenge.  

	 On the morrow all Israel was assembled in a state 
of intense excitement, and they were not to be 
disappointed. When the glory of Yahweh shone forth 
in special brilliance from the front of the Tabernacle 
the people realized the situation was indeed worthy 
of His special attention. Then they heard the Divine 
voice speaking to Moses and Aaron saying, 
“Separate yourselves from this congregation, that I 

m a y c o n s u m e 
t h e m i n a 
moment” (v. 21). 
Moses, faithful in 
all his house as 
he was, did not 
want them to be 
d e s t ro y e d b u t 
rather changed in 
heart and mind. 
Therefore he fell 
down pleading 
before Yahweh to 
not destroy all on 
account of the 

guilt of a relative few. Though Yahweh mercifully 
heard his prayer and the people were saved, the 
revolt had to be punished. The people were warned 
to depart the vicinity of the offenders and their 
families (v. 26), then followed the awe-inspiring 
record of the end of these wicked men and their 
entire families, as we read.  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	 There are many lessons to be learned from this 
account. One of the most obvious is the 
consequence upon the followers of Korah. The earth 
opening up to swallow them alive clearly types the 
ultimate fate of all the wicked who will likewise go 
down to the pit never to arise therefrom. 


 THE SEVENTH PLAGUE

	 The seventh plague in the book of Numbers is 
also concurrent time-wise with the sixth we have just 
considered and the circumstances prompting it were 
the same, though the plague and victims were 
different. 

	 The nature of this plague was fire, and the victims 
were the 250 Levites who had joined Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram in the rebellion - including Korah himself.  

	 16:16-18 - “And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou 
and all thy company before the LORD, thou, and 
they, and Aaron, tomorrow: And take every man his 
censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before 
the LORD every man his censer, two hundred and 
fifty censers; thou also, and Aaron, each of you his 
censer. And they took every man his censer, and put 
fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation with 
Moses and Aaron.”

	 Verse 35 - “And there came out a fire from the 
LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men 
that offered incense.”


	 Certainly we can see the severity of the sin of 
these men because of the sacred nature of their 
office. Their attitude should have been one of 
humility, not presumptuousness. It is amazing to me 
that these Levites were guilty of something which 
they had seen before when Nadab and Abihu were 
struck dead for presumptuously offering strange fire 
before Yahweh in their incense censors. Here is a 
lesson for all time, which the Scriptures plainly teach: 
learn from the past and do not repeat the mistakes 
others have made. These two plagues, (Six & Seven) 
can be summed up in the words of I Sam. 15: 23: 
“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.”                                   


THE EIGHTH PLAGUE 
	 The eighth plague in Numbers is also found in this 
16th chapter. It was the third of three plagues 
resulting from the rebellion of these three men, of 
which we have just considered the first two. The 
nature of this plague is not specified (though the 
word for “plague” here can signify “pestilence”), but 
once again the result was death. 

	 16:41-“But on the morrow all the congregation of 
the children of Israel murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the 
LORD.” 
	 Vv. 46-50 - “And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a 
censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put 
on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, 
and make an atonement for them: for there is wrath 
gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun. And 
Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the 
midst of the congregation; and, behold, the plague 
was begun among the people: and he put on 
incense, and made an atonement for the people. And 
he stood between the dead and the living; and the 
plague was stayed. Now they that died in the plague 
were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside 
them that died about the matter of Korah. And Aaron 
returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation: and the plague was stayed.”

	 The reason for the infliction of this plague is found 
in verse 41 and we will term it “evil accusation by the 
tongue”.  So serious  was  the matter that Moses was  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instructed by Yahweh for Aaron to make an 
atonement for the people in the manner we read. 
Nevertheless a staggering 14,700 died. Note also 
that despite the fact Moses (and Aaron) once again 
pleaded with Yahweh on behalf of the people, their 
prayers were no longer sufficient to appease His 
wrath. One would think that in its sheer magnitude a 
lesson would have been learned on this mournful 
occasion. But, such is the forgetful nature of flesh as 
we move on to consider the ninth plague of the book 
of Numbers. 


THE NINTH PLAGUE 
	 Turning to chapter 21, the nature of this 
plague was fiery serpents, and the reason for its 
infliction was complaining, murmuring, and 
grumbling. Does this begin to sound familiar? 
Consider verses 4-9:  

	 “And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way 
of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and 
the soul of the people was 
m u c h d i s c o u r a g e d 
because of the way. And 
the people spake against 
God, and against Moses, 
Wherefore have ye brought 
us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? for 
there is no bread, neither 
is there any water; and our 
soul loatheth this light 
bread. And the LORD sent 
fiery serpents among the 
people, and they bit the 
people; and much people 
of Israel died. Therefore 
t h e p e o p l e c a m e t o 
Moses, and said, We have 
s i nned , f o r we have 
spoken against the LORD, 
and against thee; pray unto 
the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. 
And Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD 
said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it 
upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one 

that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And 
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a 
pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten 
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he 
lived.”  

	 Fast forward in time 38 years as the dismal 
journey was now nearly ended, with death gradually 
claiming the older generation. Miriam and Aaron had 
recently died. The sad incident of Moses being 
provoked to sin was also a recent occurrence. In the 
first part of this 21st chapter Israel had achieved a 
great victory over the Canaanites at a place called 
Hormah, where 38 years earlier they had suffered a 
terrible defeat. Encouraged by this victory they 
returned to their camp at Mt. Hor (where Aaron had 
been buried) full of confidence. But they were 
hemmed in by large forces of Canaanites to the North 
and Edom on the East. When Moses sent to the king 
of Edom requesting permission to pass through their 

land,  this king not only refused 
but sent a large army to drive 
the Israelites away. Yahweh 
therefore directed the people 
south again to Ezion-Geber. 
So once again turning their 
backs on Kadesh, the people 
entered a harsh and arid land 
described by Moses in Deut. 
8: 15 as “a great and terrible 
wilderness wherein were fiery 
serpents, scorpions, and 
drought in which there is no 
water.” This must truly have 
seemed like the end as they 
entered the narrow, gloomy 
pass today called “Wadi el 
Yutm”, running between the 
harsh, dark red granite 
mountains of Edom. 


	As they passed they were 
attacked by a plague of poisonous serpents (which 
by the way, frequent the area to this very day). But it 
is in the cure for this plague that we see the most 
powerful lesson.  We  are  very familiar with it and the  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lesson so beautifully expressed in John 3: 14-15 
which reads, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: That whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.”  
	 How interesting it is that this powerful lesson and 
type of Christ was presented to the people so shortly 
before they actually entered the Land of Promise. The 
number of people who died in this plague is not 
given; it simply says, “much people”, but we do know 
the most important thing: those who looked upon the 
brazen serpent with faith and understanding lived. 
This is the most important point to be taken from this 
plague: that it was their faith and only their faith 
which saved them, though that faith could be said to 
have been manifested in works of a sort when they 
“looked” upon the brazen serpent.                                                                                                      


THE TENTH PLAGUE 
	 We now come to the tenth and final plague of the 
book of Numbers. The nature of this plague was 
slaughter and death on a vast scale. The reasons for 
its infliction were idolatry and adultery. 

	 Numb. 25:1-9 - “And Israel abode in Shittim, and 
the people began to commit whoredom with the 
daughters of Moab. And they called the people unto 
the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, 
and bowed down to their gods.And Israel joined 
himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD 
was kindled against Israel. And the LORD said unto 
Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang 
them up before the LORD against the sun, that the 
fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from 
Israel. And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay 
ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor. 
And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and 
brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the 
sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, who were 
weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. And when Phinehas, the son of 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose 
up from among the congregation, and took a javelin 
in his hand; And he went after the man of Israel into 
the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of 

Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the 
plague was stayed from the children of Israel. And 
those that died in the plague were twenty and four 
thousand.”

	 References elsewhere in Scripture to this 
calamitous event are found in Deuteronomy, Joshua, 
Psalms, Hosea, II Peter, Jude, and Revelation 
showing its importance. It seems, for lack of a better 
word, incredible that Israel on the eve of entering the 
Promised Land could stoop to the level of gross sin 
and debauchery described here. They had made the 
fatal mistake of heeding the fair words of Balaam in 
entangling themselves with the women of Moab and 
Midian, which they had been repeatedly warned 
against doing. The first part of Numbers 25:4 can be 
misleading in the KJV. A much better rendition is 
“And Yahweh said unto Moses, speak unto all the 
heads of the people; and let them slay the men that 
were joined to Baal-Peor, and hang them up before 
Yahweh, before the sun.” 


	 Those guilty of leading the people into this evil, 
morally debasing worship were to be crucified. If this 
seems cruel we must remember the heinousness of 
false worship in Yahweh's eyes. In the Kingdom Age 
the death penalty will be imposed on any who        
led  others  astray  in  false  worship.   (Zech. 13:3).  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(Though we would note, not crucifixion.)  

	 Depressing as this reading is, we will 
conclude on a more positive note by considering the 
actions of one faithful man: Phinehas. The zeal and 
attitude of this Phinehas was completely opposite to 
that other notable Phinehas in Scripture, the son of 
Eli who disgraced his sacred office. This Phinehas, 
the son of Eleazar ultimately became the third High 
Priest of Israel and discharged his duties most  
faithfully. His valor in taking the life of the 
presumptuous prince of Israel with the Midianitish 
princess stayed the plague. For his righteous act 
Phinehas was rewarded with an eternal covenant of 
peace (in the Age to Come). In the following verses of 

this chapter he will once again faithfully discharge his 
duties as an Immmortal Priest. 

	 And finally, the sheer number of the dead in 
this final plague in Numbers shows the enormity of 
their wickedness at this time - 24,000. The number 
speaks for itself. Let us not be found guilty of idolatry, 
murmuring, creating dissension, disrespecting those 
in authority, etc. Instead, let us be content with the 
things we have as we are instructed, keeping our 
focus firmly on the soon return of our Lord when, if 
found faithful we will enter the glorious rest promised 
for the people of Yahweh.


Richard Pyne 
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Bible Se%ets 
	 “The Divine method of revealing secrets partakes of Divine wisdom; it is not complete when put into 
words.  In addition to the free use of symbol there is a conciseness and depth in many words and phrases 
which require reflection and research to fathom their meaning.  “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing, 
but the honor of kings” - the heirs of God’s kingdom - “to search out a matter” (Prov. 25:2).   That which 
enters the mind without any effort makes but a faint impression, and is soon forgotten; but that which is 
obtained at the cost of much thought is highly valued and long retained.  If the Bible had been written after 
the manner of human composition it would not have possessed that perennial interest which has made it 
valuable in all circumstances and every age.  Many of its beauties not being on the surface, have to be dug 
for as hidden treasure; and some of its statements require circumstances or experience to explain them.” 
	 “Some parts of the Inspired Word cannot be understood without the fear of God; For “The secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear Him” (Ps. 25:14).  Part of their “fear” is to pray for Divine “wisdom” (James 1:5): 
- “Give me understanding that I may learn they commandments” (Ps. 119:73).” ...  “To “know the only true 
God” is impossible for any but an obedient Son, and to “know Jesus Christ” (Jno. 17:3) as He ought to be 
known requires an experience similar to his.  Hence the expressed wish of an Apostle to “know Him and 
the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings (Phil. 3:10).  Without this “fellowship” the 
“Man of Sorrows” must necessarily be more or less an enigma.” 
	 “ The word for “Secret” in the Old Testament is likewise rendered “counsel” (Jer. 23:188,22); and in the 
Revised Version “friendship” is inserted in the margin as an alternative rendering.  There is much beauty in 
this meaning.  A secret is always confined to those who are friends - either real or supposed; it is never 
communicated to known enemies.  All Adam’s descendants are, by birth and conduct, at enmity with God 
(Eph. 2:3,12) and therefore not in a position to have the hidden wisdom of His Word communicated to 
them.  They must be “reconciled” before they can penetrate the innermost recesses of the Divine oracles; 
and if they are to continue their reconciliation, friendship, or fellowship, must be maintained.  For if they 
receive “the truth” without “the love” of it they are liable to be visited by a “strong delusion that they should 
believe a lie” (2 Thess. 2:11).  So precious is the Inspired Word that it must be rightly used if even its 
present privileges are to be retained; God’s “secret (or friendship) is with the righteous” Prov. 3:32), not the 
unrighteous.”   Excerpts from “Bible Secrets”, J.J. Andrew, Sanctuary-Keeper, December, 1895 



SUPER VOLCANOES

E have all seen images of a volcano via 
magazines, television, or perhaps even in 
person. To put it plainly, a volcano is a 

rupture in the Earth’s crust that allows hot lava, 
volcanic ash, and gases to escape from a magma 
chamber below the surface. 

	 Volcanoes are typically 
found where tecton ic 
plates are diverging or 
converging and in fact, 
most volcanoes are found 
u n d e r w a t e r. F r o m a 
scientific perspective, the 
volcanoes occur because 
the Ear th ’s c rus t i s 
broken into 15 (seven 
major and eight minor) 
rigid tectonic plates. 

Volcanoes are found 
a l o n g d e s t r u c t i v e 
( s u b d u c t i o n ) p l a t e 
boundaries, constructive 
( d i v e r g e n t ) p l a t e 
boundaries, and at hot 
s p o t s i n t h e e a r t h ' s 
surface. For example, the 

'Ring of Fire' is a volcanic chain surrounding the 
Pacific Ocean. The 'Ring of Fire' is famous for its 
regular earthquake and volcanic activity.

	 Volcanoes are somewhat common, and we have a 
familiarity with their power, force, and destructive  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SUPER VOLCANOES 
Micah 1:2-4&  

“Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord GOD be witness 
against you, the Lord from his holy temple.  For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, 

and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth. And the mountains shall be 
molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that 

are poured down a steep place.” 

W
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potential. However, are you familiar with something 
called a super-volcano? 

	 It should be noted that a super-volcano is not an 
official technical term, but one often used to describe 
a certain family of volcano’s. Volcanic eruptions are 
categorized by the Volcanic Explosivity Index (VEI) 
on a scale that goes from 0-8, with 0 being non-
explosive and 8 being a super-volcanic eruption. 
This means the volume of deposits for that eruption 
is greater than 240 cubic miles. A super-volcano can 
rain superheated rocks and debris down over great 
distances. An eruption of that magnitude would fill 
the atmosphere with ash, sulfuric acid, and sulfur 
dioxide. In other words, a super-volcano can result in 
a life-threatening situation.  


HISTORICAL SUPER VOLCANOES  
Mount Vesuvius, Italy - The volcano responsible 

for burying the Roman town of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum in A.D. 79, affording archaeologists 
today with a society frozen in time, including 
haunting figures of men, women, and children 
shielding themselves from the eruption.

	 Krakatoa, Indonesia – This island is a famous 
site for one of the world's biggest eruptions. In 1883 
it unleashed two huge tsunamis that killed more than 
36,000 people and emitted what is considered to be 
the loudest sound ever heard, with reports that the 
noise of the blast reached as far as 3,000 miles away.


	 Mount St. Helens, USA – This volcano is in the 
Cascade Range (96 miles south of Seattle, WA), and 
a segment of the 
Ring of Fire. Mount 
St. Helens is known 
f o r i t s a s h 
e x p l o s i o n s a n d 
pyroclastic flows 
(hot lava and gas), 
as well as its 1980 
e rup t ion , wh ich 
caused more than 
$1 billion worth of 
damage, flattened 
hundreds of square 
miles of land, and 

killed 57 people.

	 Eyjafjallajökull, Iceland – A series of small 
eruptions lasted about three months and, at its peak 
in April 2010, led to a gigantic ash cloud that shut 
down the airspace of about 20 countries for six days, 
affecting more than 10 million travelers.


CURRENT SUPER VOLCANOES  
So, you might be asking yourself, are there any 

super-volcanoes that currently exist? Well, the 
answer to that question would be yes. There are 
actually six  known, active supervolcanoes in the 
world today. 


(1) The Yellowstone Caldera  
	 Yellowstone has been a national park since 1872, 
but it was only in the 1960’s that scientists realized 
the scale of the volcano (it’s 44 miles across), and not 
until the 1980’s did they grasp that it is fully alive and 
threatens to erupt. Yellowstone National Park sits 
on a subterranean chamber of molten rock and 
gasses so vast that it is arguably one of the 
largest active volcanoes in the world. A magma 
chamber not far below the surface fuels all the 
volcanic attractions that has made Yellowstone 
famous. Yellowstone is capable of eruptions 
thousands of times more violent than the Mount St. 
Helens eruption of 1980. As a likely result, the 
northern Rockies would be buried in multiple feet of 
ash and ash would rain on a significant portion of the 
United States.


(2) The Long Valley 
Caldera  

	 Second only 
to Yellowstone in 
North America is 
the Long Val ley 
Caldera, in east-
central California. 
The 200-square-
mile caldera is just 
s o u t h o f M o n o 
L a k e , n e a r t h e 
Nevada state line. 
What  gives  many  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Eyjafjallajökull's ash cloud brought 
Europe's air traffic to a halt 
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geologists cause for concern today is a swarm of 
strong earthquakes that occurred  in 1980. It resulted 
in a 10-inch rise of about 100 square miles of the 
caldera floor. Then, in the early 1990's, large 
amounts of carbon dioxide gas from magma below 
began seeping up through the ground, killing trees in 
the Mammoth Mountain part of the caldera. When 
these sorts of signs are present, it could mean 
trouble is centuries, decades, or perhaps only years 
away. 


(3) Valles Caldera 
	 The 175-square-mile Valles Caldera forms a large 
pocket in the middle of northern New Mexico, west 
of Santa Fe. As with other calderas, there are signs of 
heat below. Hot springs, streams, natural gas seeps, 
and volcanic domes dot the caldera floor landscape. 
The highest point in the caldera is Redondo Peak, an 
11,253 ft. resurgent lava dome. Geologists suspect 
the cause of Valles Caldera has something to do with 
how the western United States of the North American 
tectonic plate is being pulled apart.


(4) Toba Caldera 
	 1,080-square-mile Toba Caldera in North Sumatra, 
Indonesia is the only super-volcano in existence that 
can be described as Yellowstone's "big" sister. Lake 
Toba is a large natural lake about 62 miles long, 19 
miles wide, and 1,657 ft deep. It is the largest 
volcanic lake in the world. The Toba caldera 
complex in North Sumatra is composed of four 
overlapping volcanic craters that adjoin the Sumatran 

"volcanic front". At least four cones, four 
stratovolcanoes (i.e. composite volcanoes) and three 
craters are visible in the lake. Lake Toba lies near the 
Great Sumatran fault, which runs along the center of 
Sumatra in the Sumatra Fracture Zone. The 
volcanoes of Sumatra and Java are part of the Sunda 
Arc, a result of the northeasterly movement of the 
Indo-Australian Plate, which is sliding under the 
eastward-moving Eurasian Plate. The subduction 
zone in this area is very active: the seabed near the 
west coast of Sumatra has had several major 
earthquakes since 1995, including the 9.1 2004 
Indian Ocean earthquake.


(5) Taupo Caldera 
	 New Zealand's Taupo caldera has been filled by 
water, creating what many describe as one of the 
world's most beautiful landscapes. It is believed that 
the 485-square-mile caldera last let loose in the year 
A.D. 181, with estimates of ash and magma reaching 
as high as 22 cubic miles. Today, there are plenty of 
signs of current volcanic activity in the form of hot 
springs and venting.


(6) Aira Caldera 
	 One of the most recently troubling calderas in the 
world is the 150-square-mile Aira Caldera in southern 
Japan, on the edge of which sits the city of 
Kagoshima. The Sakura-jima volcano, which forms 
part of the Aira Caldera, has been active on and off 
for the past century and still causes earthquakes 
today, indicating that the caldera itself is far from 
sleeping.


SUMMARY 
Volcanoes are often triggered or accompanied by 

earthquakes, which are directly mentioned in Bible 
prophecy. Jesus Christ prophesied of “famines, 
pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places” (Matt. 
24:7).  Prophetic passages in the Old Testament 
warn mankind of phenomena described very 
similarly to what we call volcanoes today. These 
prophecies are often associated with catastrophic 
events leading up to the return of Christ. 


• Isa 29:6  - “Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of 
hosts with thunder,  and with earthquake, and great  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Valles Caldera - Cerro la Jara

Approximately 246 ft.  high 
forested lava dome within the 

Valley Caldera. 
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• noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of 
devouring fire."  

• Joel 2:1 - “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound 
an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD 
cometh, for it is nigh at hand...”  

• Joel 2:2 - “A day of darkness and of gloominess, a 
day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning 
spread upon the mountains: a great people and a 
strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither 
shall be any more after it, even to the years of many 
generations.”  

• Nah 1:2  - “God is jealous, and the LORD 
revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the 
LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and 
he reserveth wrath for his enemies. The LORD is 
slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all 
acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the 
whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the 
dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it 
dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, 
and Carmel , and the flower of Lebanon 
languisheth. The mountains quake at him, and the 
hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, 
yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can 
stand before his indignation? and who can abide in 
the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out 
like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.”  

	 The Spirit Word drew upon the devastating natural  
phenomena to speak symbolically of the devastating 
political/military events within the Roman world of the 
4th Century AD.   Rev 6:12 - “And I beheld when he 
had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth 
of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars 
of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree 
casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a 
mighty wind.  And the heaven departed as a scroll 

when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places.” 

	 Again, this last reference is symbolic language 
and fulfilled history.  However, there is no doubt that 
God will use the natural means of the fiery and 
destructive workings of His Creation to bring the 
nations under submission at the Return of His Son.  
Both the natural elements as well as the military 
might of Christ and His Saints will be used in 
unfettered fury to transform this earth and its people 
for the Coming Kingdom Age. Therefore, let us be 
wise and continually think and mediate upon the 
following sobering words of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Luke 21:36   Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before 
the Son of man. 

Joel Thomas 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To imagine a time, or point of past eternity, when Theos or Ail, commonly styled “God,” did not 
exist, would be to suppose an epoch when there was nothing - no existing thing; and this 
supposition would be to make nothing the intelligent and wise creator of something, which is 
palpably absurd.   Eureka, Vol. 1, p. 151

Top 10 Countries with the       
Most Volcanoes 

1) United States: 173 

2) Russia: 166 

3) Indonesia: 139 

4) Iceland: 130 

5) Japan: 112 

6) Chile: 104 

7) Ethiopia: 57 

8) Papua New Guinea: 53 

9) Philippines: 50 

10) Mexico: 43 



A PROPHET FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN

N Deuteronomy 18, more specifically verse 18, 
we read the words of Yahweh through the 
mouth of Moses – “I will raise them up a 

Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, 
and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall 
speak unto them all that I shall command him.”  (This 
passage is also quoted by Peter in Acts 3.)   So who 
is this Prophet? -   In connection to the words just 
read from Deuteronomy 18, turn to Hebrews 1:1 – 
“God, who at sundry times and divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days (last days of the Jewish 
economy or kosmos) spoken unto us by his Son.” 

	 Jesus, the Son of Man as born of a woman in the 
condemned and sin’s flesh line of Adam, but also the 
Son of God as conceived by the miraculous 
operation of the Holy Spirit upon Mary - this same 
Jesus would be the great prophet foretold by Moses 
and all of God’s prophets through clear revelation 
and through type and shadow.   

	 During his first appearance he was to be a 
prophet.   He is now at the right hand of his Father 
functioning in the office of High Priest. Upon his 
return, to restore again the Kingdom of Israel, he will 
begin his role as King to sit on the throne of his father 
David, as well as in the continued office of High 
Priest – A King-Priest.   Christ was anointed by the 
Holy Spirit to fulfill these roles in their proper   time 
and place.   Our intent with this article is to focus on 
his role as The Prophet foretold by Moses.


WHAT IS A PROPHET?

	 Before we continue further we would like to 
clearly define the role of a prophet.   The word 
prophet as found in the Hebrew is from the word 
naw-bee, which according to the Brown/Driver/& 
Briggs lexicon means a spokesman or speaker. The 
word “spokesman” itself means a representative. A 
prophet therefore is a spokesman or representative. 
The only prophet of real authority is the one who 
represents and faithfully expresses  God’s  intentions,  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A PROPHET FROM AMONG  
THEIR BRETHREN

Deut"'(y 18:13-19

I
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instructions and commands.   A prophet, in essence, 
acts as the voice of Deity.  When we think of the term 
prophet, it often and appropriately brings to mind one 
that provides information regarding future events.  
But in 1st Corinthians 14:3 we read of even wider 
aspects of this role - “he that prophesieth speaketh 
unto men to edification, and exhortation, and 
comfort.”  Any faithful and exact expression of Divine 
Truth (whether prophetic, divine principles, or that of 
moral instruction) falls under the classifications of 
edification, exhortation and comfort.

	 In contrast to the prophet who faithfully 
represents the Divine message, there were those who 
were deemed as false prophets. In 2nd Peter 2:1 – the 
apostle states in his warning to the Ecclesia 
that,  “there were false prophets also among the 
people (Israel), even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”   In 
Deut. 18:20 we are informed, “But the prophet, 
which shall presume to speak a word in my name, 
which I have not commanded   him to speak, or that 
shall speak in the name of other gods, even that 
prophet shall die”.   This information is provided in 
contrast to the authority of the greater prophet than 
Moses who was promised to one day stand above 
the people. 

	 There have been many false prophets in the 
world.   In the history of Israel the false prophets 
among them played a devastating role on the 
spiritual understanding and health of the nation, 
eventually leading the people astray, and to 
destruction. Jeremiah stated to the false prophet 
Hananiah – “The LORD hath not sent thee, but thou 
makest this people to trust in a lie.” (Jer. 28:15) And 
in reference to tragic irony, God proclaimed – “The 
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule 
by their means; and my people love to have it 
so.” (Jer. 5:31) Tragically, this same influence and 
attitude continually functions within the Household 
even today.  

	 The false prophet is skilled in manipulation by 
telling the people what they think they want to hear.   

This craft continued on into the false prophets that 
arose out of the early ecclesia, manifesting itself in 
the characteristics of Roman apostasy and what is 
referred to by scripture (to name a few) as the “Man 
of Sin”, “Mystery of Iniquity”, “Antichrist”, the 
“Harlot” and “The False Prophet".  The False Prophet 
of Apocalyptic description (Papal Apostasy) is the 
antithesis of The Prophet like unto Moses – a grand 
contrast and conflict of supreme interest to the 
believer that awaits future resolution.         


A PROPHET LIKE UNTO MOSES

	 When Israel was informed (as recorded in 
Deuteronomy 18) by Moses that there would arise a 
Prophet in Israel, they were not left without a 
comparison as to the characteristics of this promised 
individual.   Moses expressed the revealing 
description – “The LORD God will raise up unto thee 
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like 
unto me.” (vs 15)

	 The Christ-Prophet would arise from the seed of 
Abraham. More specifically, this would be the 
promised singular seed of Abraham that would 
possess the gates of his enemies and in whom all the 
nations of the earth would be blessed. It would be He 
who would ratify the Covenants of Promise as the 
covenant sacrifice through the shedding of his blood; 
condemning sin’s flesh in his own self first by perfect 
obedience. Therefore, arising out of the Jewish 
commonwealth would come this prophet “like unto” 
Moses.  

	 The phrase “like unto” indicates a comparison.  In 
order for us to better understand the role that Christ 
would have as prophet it is beneficial for us to 
compare his role to that which was demonstrated 
first by Moses. 

	 Many other prophets have existed, prophets that 
were in fact sent by God.   Abraham was referred to 
as being a prophet (Gen. 20:7), as well as Moses’ 
brother Aaron.   We also think of Samuel (a prophet, 
priest and judge), of King David, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and many others.   But Moses’ work as a 
prophet and all that involved at a very critical point in 
time is one that stands out far and beyond any     
other  examples  found  in  the  scriptures.  It  is  only  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superseded by the appearance of Christ himself and 
the work he had to perform .  Others would exist with 
the same title of prophet, but none with the same 
degree of Divinely given authority, purpose, and 
access to God.   Turning to Deuteronomy 34:10, we 
see here a eulogy provided upon the death of Moses 
– “And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like 
unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, In all 
the signs and the wonders, which the LORD sent him 
to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his 
servants, and to all his land, And in all that mighty 
hand, and in all the great terror which Moses shewed 
in the sight of all Israel.”


“FACE TO FACE”
Moses:   No other prophet could claim that the 

“LORD knew face to face”.   Turning to Numbers 12: 
6-8 – “If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD 
will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will 
speak unto him in a dream.   My servant Moses is not 
so, who is faithful in all mine house.   With him will I 
speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in 
dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall 
he behold.”   And in Exodus 33:11 we learn that “the 
LORD spake unto Moses, face to face, as a man 
speaketh unto his friend.”  

Moses did not bodily speak to Yahweh face to 
face.  As is stated in Exodus 33:20 – “Thou canst not 
see my face: for there shall no man see me and live.”  
At one time Moses was in fact allowed to see a 
similitude or resemblance of Yahweh’s appearance 
which passed before him. But what we have 
explained here is the fact that Moses was allowed 
direct conversation with Yahweh (actually an angel as 
revealed by Stephen in Acts 7) – both in his 
encounters upon Sinai as well as his communion with 
Yahweh in the Tabernacle, with the veil in-between. 
The delivery of God’s message to Moses was direct. 
This is not how he provided information to following 
prophets.   This direct approach left a physical 
brightness, literally rays of light from Moses’ face 
which both frightened the people but also helped 
them to understand the glory of whom Moses was 
speaking and the authority by which he spoke and 
manifested (Ex. 34:30). 

	 Christ:   No such language was used of Christ. 
Nonetheless he was (and is) the Son of God. We 
know that the primary mode of Christ’s communion 
with the Father was through prayer.   Up until Christ, 
no such unique relationship had existed between 
God and man as did between Yahweh and the 
prophet Moses. Christ superseded this as the Son of 
God.   The Father publicly declared at his baptism – 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”, 
and at his transfiguration – “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.” (Matt. 
17:5).   No higher endorsement of authority could be 
offered than what God gave to His son.   The words 
that Christ spoke were directly from the Father, not 
from dark speeches or visions but as Yahweh 
manifested through His Son - to be considered more 
in depth later.    

“SIGNS AND WONDERS"
Moses: The miracles that God performed through 

Moses before Pharaoh and Egypt are well 
chronicled.   Yahweh stated to Moses in Ex. 7:1 – 
“See, I have made thee a god (Elohim or as the 
Mighty Ones) to Pharaoh.”  Grand miracles continued 
to be shown the Israelites after leaving Egypt.   All of 
this was done to show the following:   the infinite 
power of God; to demonstrate the authority of those 
whom he chose to deliver His message; to provide 
deliverance from present evil circumstances; to 
sustain life; and as signs (or teaching tools) of the 
greater deliverance to come through the work of the 
Christ to deliver men from the greatest enemy of all – 
sin & death.   Such miracles should not only be 
appreciated for their awesome display of Yahweh’s 
power but should be understood as to the deeper 
significance they carry as lessons of His overall plan 
for this earth and mankind upon it. 

	 CHRIST: Turning to Acts 2:22 – “Ye men of Israel, 
hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God among you by miracles and wonders and 
signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you”.   

	 The marvelous miracles performed by Christ, to a 
wayward Jewish nation, were evidence of his God 
given authority as well as a sign of his mission and 
purpose.  Nicodemus admitted to Christ – “Rabbi, we  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know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no 
man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with him.”   After seeing the miracles of 
Jesus, men rightfully exclaimed – “this is of a truth 
that prophet that should come into the world 
(kosmos)” (John 6:14). 

	 As in the case of Moses, the miracles of Christ 
declared the power of God. They demonstrated the 
authority by which he came and the attention to his 
message that was deserved. They provided 
deliverance from present evil circumstances (such as 
healing the sick and the raising of the dead); and they 
provided for present temporal needs (the feeding the 
multitudes). But as signs they represented something 
much grander, more necessary, and valuable.   Jesus 
came not to take care of their temporal needs and 
desires but to educate them and offer salvation of a 
permanent and eternal nature.   John 6:26 – “Jesus 
answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but 
because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 
Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the 
Father sealed.”     


A MEDIATOR 

	 Moses:   Though not mentioned specifically in the 
commendation of Moses in Deuteronomy 34, we 
know through many instances in relation to Moses’ 
position as a prophet that he acted in the capacity of 
a mediator (Strongs – "a go between", "intercessor") 
between God and man; pleading the reconciliation of 
the people of Israel on more than one occasion.  
Other prophets also acted in like capacity such as 
Abraham: praying for Abimelech and his house, and 
interceding on the behalf of Lot’s household in 
Sodom, and many other examples throughout the 
prophets of Israel.   

	 Christ: The role of mediation is one that goes 
beyond that of a prophet, and in fact is more involved 
with the role and activities of the priests. The type of 
mediation as demonstrated by Moses is more fully 
applicable in regard to Christ in his current office as 
High Priest, at the right hand of the Father.   We do 

know that during the days of his earthly ministry, in 
his role as prophet, he prayed to God for the spiritual 
condition of his apostles to “sanctify” or separate 
“them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth” (John 
17:17).   “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on me through their word.  
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in Thee that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe   that Thou hast sent me.”   Shortly 
before Jesus’ crucifixion he pleaded on behalf of the 
Israelites, as Moses had done so many times. “Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

	 But of even wider scope is the mediation of the 
two covenants.   Moses was the mediator (go 
between) of the law written on tables of stone - the 
law delivered in Sinai.   As the people pleaded with 
Moses, after seeing and hearing the great and terrible 
manifestation of God’s power on Mt. Sinai, “they said 
unto Moses, “Speak thou with us, and we will hear: 
but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” (Ex.
20:19).    Christ, through the shedding of his blood 
would become the mediator of a better covenant, 
which is a subject more fully covered in a 
consideration of Christ as High Priest. 


LEGISLATOR

	 Both Moses and Christ acted as legislators, or law 
givers in their respective roles as prophets.   Moses 
delivered laws and ordinances by the authority and 
commandment of Yahweh, otherwise known as the 
Law of Moses, or the Law delivered unto Moses.   To 
not obey such laws was to fall under its curse; 
whether to lose the benefits of long life in the land or 
to receive immediate punishment through death or 
expulsion.  

	 Through Christ’s work as a legislator, he laid the 
foundation for the rules and regulations that would 
fall under acceptable behavior under the New 
Covenant, as living under the “law of the spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus”.   Though the ordinances of religious 
ritual as well as civil ordinances of the Law were 
done away with upon Christ’s crucifixion, the “spirit 
of the law” was retained along with the reaffirmation 
of fundamental laws of obedience, such as the      
Ten  Commandments  (with exception to the Sabbath  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rest).   Not only were fundamental commandments of 
righteous action retained   (for what is acceptable 
before God never changes), but Christ went further to 
explain their full importance and necessity in 
obedience to God, both in physical action and to the 
very heart of motivation.   This is found all through 
the Gospel, including the apostolic epistles, and finds 
example in concentrated form in what we call the 
Sermon on the Mount, in eloquent and frank detail.  
Adherence to these laws (commandments of Christ) 
is the Divine standard by which our devotion to God 
and His Son is measured - “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” 

JUDGE

	 Moses, as a prophet, also acted in the capacity of 
a judge.   The word “judge” in the Hebrew indicates 
“to pronounce sentence”, “litigate”, “punish” or 
govern.   This was not a role that Christ carried out 
during his first ministry.   During his first ministry he 
stated – “I came not to judge the world but to save 
the world” (John 12:47).   His message as prophet 
during his ministry was to offer men the needed 
direction for repentance and salvation and not to 
punish or reward, or to litigate conflicts between 
men.   Christ’s role in regard to punishment and 
reward is reserved for a future time as expressed in 
Acts 10:42 – “ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead”, and “to judge the world in 
righteousness” (Acts 17:31).   This, of course, is 
reserved for his return to the earth.    


FAITHFULNESS

	 MOSES: When Moses’ authority was challenged 
by Aaron and Miriam we are given two adjectives to 
describe the character of the man and why he was 
chosen to be the voice piece of God.   Turning to 
Numbers 12:3 – “Now the man Moses was very 
meek, above all men which were upon the face of the 
earth”.   There are many closely related definitions to 
describe the word meek – such as teachable, 
humble, lowly etc.   No doubt, Moses demonstrated 
all of these characteristics while still being extremely 
bold in promulgating and defending God’s word.  
Though, when it came to himself he understood that 
he was merely a servant of God’s will and nothing 

more.  His service was not about his own will, but the 
will of the Father.   The phrase here used “very meek” 
is from the Hebrew “anah”.   Bullinger translates the 
term as “patient”, “to endure with submission what 
might be evaded”.

	 The second descriptor is found in verse 7 where 
God describes Moses as being,  “faithful in all mine 
house”.    Here was a man who was both meek and 
faithful.

	 CHRIST: What of Christ?   Was he meek?   Mat 
11:29,   “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls.”   Was he faithful? Hebrews 3:2 
“Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also 
Moses was faithful in all his house.  For this man was 
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch 
as he who hath builded the house hath more honour 
than the house.”   Though similar, notice the contrast 
between Moses and Christ. “And Moses verily was 
faithful in all His house, as a servant, for a testimony 
of those things which were to be spoken after; But 
Christ as a Son over his own house” (vv. 5-6).   Here 
we see Moses designated as a servant in God’s 
house, and Christ as being placed as head of the 
Ecclesial house.


GOD MANIFESTATION

	 Though we understand the high authority that 
Moses received from Yahweh to be a prophet to the 
people, it is of extreme importance that we consider 
the higher status of Christ’s role as the promised 
prophet. 

	 In Isaiah we read –“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” – 
Immanuel meaning “God or El with us”.   As the 
scriptures clearly and emphatically reveal throughout 
the prophets as well as through the Gospel 
message,   Jesus was born of a woman through the 
operation of the Holy Spirit.   He was Son of Man as 
well as Son of God.   As Son of Man, born of a 
woman, he was placed in the same sin stricken, 
unclean and condemned nature as those he came to 
save.   At the same time, as Son of God, he was 
unquestionably born under unique circumstances 
and  with  an  exclusive  and  special  purpose  in the  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hands of Deity.   Previously,   Yahweh had sent his 
prophets among Israel. By and large they rejected the 
very men sent by God to deliver messages of 
warning, repentance and salvation.   But within the 
symbolic 4th Creation Day period, God sent his own 
Son to teach tidings of the Kingdom to the Jewish 
world (kosmos) and to fulfill his role as the Covenant 
Sacrifice  (Isaiah 42:6; Dan. 9:27).    

	 Jesus was not and is not the third person of a 
Trinity, or any other of the blasphemous and pagan 
inventions of men. But he was the Yahweh name (in 
character and purpose) manifest in the flesh.    In 
Exodus 3 God gives His Memorial Name of Yahweh – 
or “He Who Will Be”.   This summarizes in one 
expression Deity’s intention to manifest His glory: first 
in a chosen individual, secondly in a chosen and 
faithful community, and finally throughout all of the 
earth - “as the waters cover the sea”.   In relation to 
this prophet like unto Moses, we see the Divine 
character and will perfectly imprinted, reflected and 
represented in thought, word and action by a willing 
and obedient Son.  Christ was the mystery of 
godliness, or God’s righteous character, revealed and 
exemplified.   Hebrews 1:3 – “Who being the 
brightness (effulgence) of and the express image of 
his person”.   The phrase “express image” means the 
exact impression or copy – as when metal is pressed 
into a die, or as a seal upon wax. Only Christ could 
ever state, “if you have seen me you have seen the 
Father”.   Christ also declared many “I am” 
statements, which were related to the future tense 
form of “I WILL BE”, as it is found in the Memorial 
name.  “I am the bread of life”, “I am the light”, “I am 
the door”, “I am the good shepherd”, “I am the true 
vine”, “I am the way, the truth and the life”, and “I am 
the resurrection and the life.”   

	 This was indeed a prophet like no other.   He was 
the “Word” (logos), or Declaration of God’s glory and 
purpose made flesh. As further expressed in John 
1:14 – “(and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and Truth.”

	 In Isaiah 11:2 we read – “And the spirit of the 
LORD shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding , the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And 
shall make Him of quick understanding in the fear of 
the LORD.”  Christ was anointed with the Holy Spirit, 
given without measure upon his baptism.   John 
records in 3:34 – “For he whom God hath sent 
speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him.”  This authorized him and 
enabled him to speak the very words of God before 
the people as well as to perform signs, miracles and 
wonders before them.    As already referenced, we 
recall what was stated in Deut. 18:18 -   “I will raise 
them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like 
unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he 
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.” 
	 It is with the understanding of God Manifestation 
that the following sample of verses can be 
understood in their proper context in relation to 
Christ and his mission.

• John 5:19 – “The Son can do nothing of Himself, 

but what He seeth the Father do: for what things 
soever he doeth these also doeth the Son 
likewise.” 


• Vs. 23 – “He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father which hath sent him”.  
To reject Christ and his words was to reject the 
declarations of God speaking through His son.”


• Vs. 30 – “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I 
hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I 
seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me.”  


• 7:16 – “Jesus answered them and said, “My 
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.”


• Vs. 40 – “Many of the people therefore, when 
they heard this saying, said, “Of a truth this is 
the Prophet”.   


	 Many more   verses can be provided to show the 
manifestation of not only the words but also of   the 
moral character that is seen through Christ.   After 
finishing what is referred to as the Sermon on the 
Mount, it was stated of him (Matt. 7:28) – “the people 
were astonished at His doctrine. For he taught them 
as one having authority”.   We also have recorded the 
reaction  of the  officers who were sent to take him at  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one point – “Never man spake like this man” (John 
7:46).    


HIS MISSION

	 John 6:66 -  “From that time many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him. Then said 
Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?   Then 
Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we 
go? thou hast the words of eternal life.    And we 
believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God.”

	 As the prophet of God, Christ had a specific 
message to be delivered, and specific duties to carry 
out.   As Simon Peter faithfully declared – “thou hast 
the words of eternal life.”   Turning to Luke 4:18 we 
see Jesus reaffirm the words found in Isaiah 11. “The 
Spirit of the LORD is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He 
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To 
preach the acceptable year of the LORD.”  

	 Some in this world wish to credit Jesus with 
offering a new religion.    Christ did not come to 
prophesy something new, but came as a part of a 
grand master plan on the part of Deity that began 
with the fall of Man in the garden.   Matthew 5:17 – 
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.”   He 
was the key component of that system of Truth – 
THE FAITH - made up of great and precious 
promises as part of the entire 7,000 year plan of 
Yahweh.   He came to prophesy, preach and teach 
this plan; By fulfilling specific requirements of this 
plan   (that without the shedding of blood there is no 
remission of sin), he was able to ratify or bring into 
force specific promises that God had made.  
	 Matthew 15:23 – “I am not sent but unto the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.”  Christ came to recover 
the natural seed of Abraham, to whom the oracles of 
God and the promise of the Kingdom had been 
given.   This hope had suffered from years of neglect 
and misguidance by a religious hierarchy that was 
more obsessed with power and ritual than the purity 

of God’s Truth in teaching and practice.   The end of 
the Mosaic institution was near with the arrival of 
their Messiah – the singular seed of Abraham - to 
establish a better covenant that provided the way to 
attain unto life eternal through the ratification of the 
Abrahamic Covenant.   It was to the Jews that such 
an opportunity was first given.  ( See Acts 3:25,26.) 
	 We cannot cover all that he taught or represented 
in our consideration in this already lengthy article - 
for it comprises the entirety of Scriptural Truth.   We 
can, however, with the last few lines in this effort 
briefly summarize some of its outstanding elements.


HIS MESSAGE 

	 The critical component to Christ’s message was 
the gospel of the Kingdom of God.      Matt. 6:33 - 
“But seek ye first the Kingdom of God”.   How did 
Christ spend his last forty days with his apostles 
before ascending to heaven?   – “To whom also He 
shewed Himself alive after His passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God.”   The phrase “kingdom of God” appears over 
200 times in the four Gospel messages alone.   It is 
the very same kingdom that is promised under the 
Davidic Covenant and the hope of every faithful Jew 
of that time.   Christ DID NOT preach of a spiritual 
Kingdom that would be set up during his first 
appearance.   He taught exclusively of the restoration 
of a literal, physical Israelitish Kingdom to be 
established on the earth upon his return from heaven, 
as extensively taught in the prophets.  Such teaching 
was further confirmed and promulgated by the 
apostles.

	 Through his many explicit “I AM” statements, he 
taught vital truths regarding his mission and purpose 
in the plan of Yahweh and how entrance into the 
Kingdom could be attained.   Statements such as “I 
am the way, the truth and the life” clearly 
demonstrated that Jesus himself was the only means 
by which life eternal/immortality could be attained.  
As was later stated by the apostle Peter – “for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.”   It was through    
Christ’s  sacrificial  work  as  the representative of the  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Adamically condemned and unclean race; by a life of 
perfect obedience and the laying down of his life 
through the shedding of his blood, that the diabolis 
nature was destroyed in himself first (Heb. 2:14). 
Christ also proclaimed, “I am the resurrection and the 
life”. Through the operation of the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, after his death and burial, he 
was raised and granted immortality providing 
justification and the same resurrection and   hope of 
eternal life/immortality for all the righteous who 
connect themselves to the covenant through the 
indispensable act of baptism. 

	 John 8:56 – “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day: and he saw it, and was glad”.   Through the 
eyes of faith or THE FAITH, Abraham could 
intelligently see down through the ages to the work of 
the promised individual seed.   It was this faith that 
Christ came to reaffirm through his teachings – a faith 
in the promises of God that required a specially 
prepared sacrifice in order to ratify or confirm and 
bring into force the Everlasting Covenant.   It was 
through this promised seed that release from the 
grave would be guaranteed so that the Land grant 
promised might be inherited eternally through the 
immortality that   only Christ’s work could provide.  
Through this seed all nations of the earth, both Jew 
and Greek, male and female, bond and free might 
find eternal blessings through the atonement offered 
through his work.

	 Christ taught of his departure for a time but 
promised that he would return to judge the 
Household for their works – as to whether they be 
“good or bad.”   To the faithful there was the promise 
of eternal life and inheritance in the promised 
Kingdom, and to the unfaithful everlasting 
punishment (death).  

	 Acts 3:19 – “Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when 
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence 
of the LORD.”  Part of this message, as declared by 
the prophets of old, involved the matter of 
repentance - a turning away from sin.   The path 
known as the “straight and narrow” way is clearly and 
emphatically defined by Christ throughout his 

teachings.   It not only involves strict obedience to 
God’s commands but faithful adherence to what 
Christ repeatedly referred to as “Truth”.   Connected 
to this Truth, special attention was paid to what 
Christ referred to as, “the weightier matters of the law 
– judgment, mercy and faith” (Matt. 23:23).          

	 Matt. 22:37 provides us with the following 
summary of Christ’s message (as was first delivered 
by Moses) – “'Thou shalt love the LORD thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment.   And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.” This love is to be the 
foundation of all that we say, think and do. However, 
this love taught by Christ is not a wave of shallow 
and unsustainable emotionalism, but a deep and 
logical foundation that is to direct the believer in all 
things.   It negates any freedom for the flesh to 
develop its own form of religion  – “If ye love me keep 
my commandments.” (John 14:15) And the love for 
God is the first and great commandment in order and 
importance.   The order of the two cannot be 
confused, especially when it is the tendency of the 
flesh to love the praise of men more than the praise 
of God.        


CLOSING THOUGHTS

 It cannot be overlooked that as a prophet, Christ’s 
position and acceptance before men was no different 
than his predecessors – ridicule, shame, jealousy, 
persecution and in the case of Christ - death.   As a 
prophet like unto Moses, he had a clear message to 
deliver.   As the “seed of the woman” he had a 
message and mission that was at complete enmity 
with the thinking or ultimate interests of the flesh 
(seed of the serpent), and a message that was 
accompanied by much anguish to his own well 
being.   This is indeed that prophet like unto Moses 
that Yahweh said, “and will put my words in his 
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall 
command Him.” 


Aaron Thomas 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THOMAS WILLIAMS ON ADAMIC CONDEMNATION

BROTHER wrote another brother that he 
found some who said that the editor of the 
ADVOCATE believed that we are physically 

freed from Adamic Condemnation at baptism, and 
the editor was asked to state his belief, which he did, 
as follows, thinking it quite strange that it was 
necessary to do so, after what he has so often 
written.  It was also said that he believed that we are 
saved by Christ’s righteousness regardless of what 
we do.  Hence the latter part of...


OUR ANSWER 
	 In response to a request I briefly state my belief in 
regard to our relation to Adamic condemnation.  
Thinking that with some it will command more careful 
consideration, I will first give the words of Dr. Thomas 
as an expression of my belief as follows.  

	 “All mankind are born of corruptible parents into a 
state of sin.  By this natural birth they become 
members of a sinful and evil state, and heirs of all its 
disabilities.  By virtue of this birth they are constituted 
sinners, though they could not help and had no hand 
in the matter.” - Revealed Mystery, p. 24 
	 Now I will more fully state the case in my own 
words.  When Adam sinned we were all in his loins 
and therefore we sinned in him, not personally, of 
course, but federal ly, and the consequent 
condemnation which was passed upon Adam passed 
upon all in him.  The result of this is that all men are 
born of sinful flesh, which is their condition 
physically, or bodily; and they are also born under 
Adamic condemnation, from which if they are not 

redeemed they will die an eternal death.  I regard 
condemnation to be a matter of relation; and I regard 
our physical corruption, or dying nature to be the 
bodily state all men are in whether saint or sinner.  I 
mean by “federally sinning in Adam” the same as 
Paul means when he says that Levi paid tithes in 
Abraham before he (Levi) was born. 

	 I mean by condemnation a state in which there is 
no hope of salvation - not until we change our 
relationship  from  Adam  to  Christ.   Those  who  are  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under Adamic condemnation are said by the apostle 
Paul, in Eph. 2 to be “aliens” and “afar off,” without 
hope, etc.  I believe this alienated and “far off” 
relation is inherited from Adam, that we are born in 
this relation.  By being baptized into Christ we put off 
this “old man” relation and his deeds which we have 
committed while in the old man - Adam; and put on 
the new man - Christ.  Then it is that “There is, 
therefore, now no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus, the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
(never in Adam) having made us free from the law 
(not the physical or bodily results of that law) of sin 
and death” - Rom. 8:1.  When thus in Christ we are 
no longer “afar off,” or “alienated” but are “made 
right,” reconciled and at one with God because we 
are in Christ the atonement.  We are “bought with a 
price” - the precious blood of Christ and are “not our 
own” to serve the old man; but “new creatures in 
Christ Jesus” - mentally, morally and legally, or 
according to law - the law of the spirit of life.   

	 But this works no change in our bodily or physical 
condition.  We still retain the mortal nature; but 
having been brought out from under the Adamic 
condemnation into the reconciliation which is in the 
second Adam, we are sons of God, “waiting for the 

adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body” - Rom. 
8.  This redemption of the body will be redemption 
from the physical effects of Adam’s fall, and will take 
place when “this mortal shall put on immortality,” and 
the sting of Adam’s sin, which was the sting of death 
for the whole race, will then be removed from our 
natures, and this all of God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ - 1st Cor. 15. 

	 I believe that had it not been for the perfect 
righteousness of Christ no man could ever have been 
reconciled to God.  By his perfect righteousness he 
became the only name given among men in which 
there is salvation.  When baptized into him his 
righteousness becomes a garment of righteousness 
to us which alone fits us to become reconciled to 
God.  “We are then God’s workmanship (not our 
own), created in Christ Jesus into good works.”  The 
fruits of the Spirit must follow, if we are allowed to 
live a life of probation; and these fruits are our “good 
works” which wil l maintain the status the 
righteousness of Christ gave us and add to our 
rewards, more or less, according to our zeal, 
earnestness and industry in the cause of the Truth.   


The Christadelphian Advocate, October 1899  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Yahweh’s Jeal)sy 

Jehovah’s jealousy for the honor of His name appears a stern and unattractive feature of the 
Bible at first; but a great change comes over the mind when the nature and effects of the 
jealousy are apprehended.  It is not a human jealousy which denies to others their due.  It is the 
desire for the ascendancy of eternal and beneficial truth.  The honor of Jehovah is founded on 
the eternal constitution of things.  All things are in Him: they are the concretion of His own 
invisible energy.  Consequently, if they are not in harmony with Him, there can be no well-being 
of man: for man’s highest interests are bound up with the recognition, love, service and 
obedience of his Creator.  In the nature of things, it is man’s highest happiness to give to God 
the highest praise.  Consequently, Jehovah’s jealousy of His name is one of the glorious 
attributes of the eternal character. 


- Sunday Morning at the Birmingham Christadelphian Ecclesia, Robert Roberts, Christadelphian, Nov. 
1880
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	 Philosophy based upon human tradition and the 
rudiments of the world. - (Col. 2:18)


	 Disorderliness, busybodying, and idleness. - (2 
Thess. 3:11)

	 A greedy love of filthy lucre, brawling, slander, 
double-tonguedness, much wine, forbidding 
marriage, and commanding to abstain from meats. - 
(1 Tim. 3:4). 

	 Questions and strifes of words, profane and vain 
babblings, and oppositions of science, falsely so 
called. - (1 Tim. 6)


	 Youthful lusts, foolish and unlearned questions, 
disobedience to parents, incontinence, pride, love of 
pleasure, false accusation, implacability, love of this 
present world. - (1 Tim. 3:4)

	 Unruliness, vain talk, deception, brutishness, 
laziness, genealogical contentions, strivings about 
the law, and heresy. - (Tit. 1:2)

	 Double-mindedness, filthiness, naughtiness, an 
unbridled tongue, partiality, respect to persons, 
despising of the poor, want of brotherly sympathy, 
envy, lustfulness, unholy laughter, impurity of heart, 
wantonness, Godlessness. - (James)

	 The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life. - (John 2:16)

	 Outward adorning, plaiting the hair, putting on of 
apparel, wearing of gold, lasciviousness, revellings, 
banquetings, and idolatries. 


	 Selfwill, presumption, despising restraints, 
speaking evil of dignities, and uncleanliness. - (2 Pet. 
3:4)

	 Selfwill, presumption, despising restraint, 
speaking evil of dignities, and uncleanliness. - (2 Pet. 
2)

	 Hating a brother, empty sympathy, prating against 
apostles, bidding a transgressor God speed. - (1 
John 3:; 2 John)

	 Schism, fornication, malice, drunkenness, 
extortion, railing, unrighteousness, adultery, 
effeminacy, and dishonesty. - (1 Cor.)

	 Craftiness, unequal yokings, filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, debates, wrath, backbitings, whisperings, 
and tumults. - (2 Cor.)

	 Murder, malignity, boasting, carnality, covenant 
breaking, inventing evil, vanity, cursing, bitterness, 
gainsaying, insubordination, self-conceit, greediness, 
rioting, dissimulation, and vengeance. - (Rom. 1; 
3:12)

	 Lukewarmness, blasphemy, spiritual fornication, 
and self-righteousness. - (Rev. 2:3)

	 The observing of days, months, times, and years, 
witchcraft, variance, emulations, and sedition. - (Gal. 
4:5)

	 Foolish talking, jesting, covetousness, corrupt 
communications, fellowship with the works of 
darkness, threatening, eye service, men pleasing, 
provocation, and stealing. - (Eph. 4:5,6).
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EDITORIAL FLYLEAF
FINALLY 

	 After a lot of experimentation and mistakes along the way, we finally have the “Summer” issue of The 
Sanctuary-Keeper as a finished project, but a season late.  We hope that this new format meets with your 
approval and allows for print and graphics that are easier to read and see.


WCF SURVEY  
 	 A brother recently shared with us an email that was linked to an online “survey”.  It was sent out by the 
Williamsburg Christadelphian Foundation.  We did not receive this survey and don’t know how many among 
more conservative ranks would have actually received it.   The survey is stated to have been distributed 
“throughout North America on the status of faith in our community. It is our hope that with this information we 
can tailor programs to meet the actual needs of our brothers, sisters, young people and friends within 
Christadelphia.  We want to support you in your walk to the Kingdom.”   After clicking the link, we found that 
they are desiring to “develop effective Faith initiatives that will help to build Faith in specific areas of concern.”  
Within the survey itself there are only guided questions with the range offered of “strongly disagree” to 
“strongly agree”.   Main topics provided are “I define my faith in terms of”, “I would describe the 
Christadelphian community as”, “I would describe my Ecclesia as”, “My faith is strengthened/weakened by”, 
etc.  There is no opportunity provided for open ended answers or comments, but only pre-determined boxes to 
check off.      

	 We have paid little to no attention to the WCF over the past few years as it is outside of our fellowship and 
has continued to be nothing more than an overarching and overreaching Evangelical type of professional 
organization that has no warranted place within the Household.  It also has been an organization that has had 
no regard for doctrinal issues and divisions within Christadelphia; even including members of the CGAF.   
Nothing changes with WCF except for the tendency to become more like the churches of the world in their 
objectives and structure.  Sadly,  by the appearance of the various individuals that act in committee roles within 
WCF (after looking at their website), that they continue to expand their influence.  Like any leaven, this leaven 
has continued to grow.   

	 We found it interesting that four of the seven listed as the so called “WCF Faith BuildUP Survey Team” were 
sisters, with only three brothers.  It is clear that the spirit of feminism has become entrenched within WCF.   

	 One final note that caught our attention.  After looking at the website we noticed that WCF views itself in the 
following words - “WCF helps people grow their faith through programs designed to meet the need at hand.  To 
the poor, we show faith through humanitarian assistance provided with outstretched hands and Christian 
integrity.”  This all sounds nice to the modern, humanistic mind and appears to be a mindset that has gained a 
great deal of traction across Christadelphia in recent years as more are trying to compete with the 
“humanitarian” efforts of the churches.   Though we are called to do good “unto all men” in regard to those we 
come in contact with, it is not our calling to build organizations that overarch and interfere with the Ecclesial 
model and authority. It is also not our calling to mirror the financial and professional organizations that 
characterize the humanitarian “charity” and “outreach” efforts of the world.  Our calling is to be “a light” to a 
perishing world, offering the hope of salvation.  We are not supposed to be “humanitarians” but “ambassadors” 
of the Kingdom and Age to Come.  And, how comfortable should we be in identifying ourselves as “Christian”?  
WCF has been very careful to craft a certain type of image that is clearly not in line with the “old paths,” but 
clearly projects itself as in line with the trends and sympathies of Evangelical Christianity.        


THE WORLD SCENE - CHAOS 
We haven’t the room to address the geo-political situation of the world.  But let it be noted that there is 

political chaos in Israel, political chaos in Britain and political chaos in the U.S., and military chaos in the 
Middle East.  There is much going on that warrants our very close and serious attention.       






THE ORIGIN AND EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF MEN
In taking a general survey of the contents of the Book of Daniel, it may be seen that two 
great powers are the principal subject of its predictions.  The one is styled the 
KINGDOM OF MEN (Dan. 4:17) and the other the KINGDOM OF GOD (Dan. 2:44; 
4:3; 7:27)…It will be seen that the Kingdom of men has been diversified in its 
constitution, extent and throne since its foundation by Nimrod to the present 
time.  It has nevertheless been the same Nimroudian kingdom with Babylon and 
Assyria for its characteristics.  (Exposition of Daniel, pp. 7,8)
THE FEET OF THE IMAGE
While the head, breast, arms, belly, thighs, legs and toes have all existed, the feet 
have not yet been formed; so that it has hitherto been impossible for the colossal 
image to stand erect as Nebuchadnezzar saw it in his dream…It is therefore, the 
mission of the Autocrat (of Russia) to form the feet and set up the image before the 
world in all its excellent brightness and terribleness of form; that all men subject to 
the kingdom of Babylon may worship the work of its creator’s power.  (Exposition of 
Daniel, p. 87)
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMAGE
The Russian Autocracy in its plenitude and on the verge of dissolution is the image of 
Nebuchadnezzar standing upon the mountains of Israel, ready to be smitten by the 
Stone.  When Russia makes its grand move for the building up of its Image-empire, 
then let the reader know that the end of all things present constituted, is at hand.  (Elpis 
Israel, preface)

1877 BIRMINGHAM STATEMENT OF FAITH - CLAUSE #15, SECTION D:

That at the appearing of Christ, his servants, faithful and unfaithful, dead and living of both classes, 
will be summoned before his judgment seat to “be judged according to their works;” “and receive in body 
according to what they have done; whether it be good or bad;”  1 - that the unfaithful will be consigned to 
shame and “the second death,” 2 - and the faithful, invested with immortality, and associated with Jesus as 
joint heirs of the kingdom, co-possessors of the earth and joint administrators of God’s authority, in matters 
both civil and religious.



The Great Mystery of Godliness 

1. There is one ETERNAL UNCREATED SUBSTANCE, which is essentially power, 
incorruptibility, and life, dwelling invisibly in unapproachable light; and known before the 
days of Moses by the name of AIL-Shaddai, “the Strength of the Mighty Ones,” and from 
his interview with the Angel at the Bush, by that of YAHWEH, or Yah, “He who will be.”  

2. This ETERNAL power is the Logos,  or Word, which is identical with Theos, or DEITY, 
glowing in light.  SPIRIT substantial and corporeal.   

3. From Deity, as the centre of the universe, is intensely radiated spirit or power; which is all-
pervading, and fills immensity, and styled “Free Spirit” - the ocean of life, “in which we 
live, and move, and have being.”  So that Deity is not far from every one of his creatures.   

4. All things are “out of Deity.”  Spirit, by the fiat of HIs will, becomes substance, both 
organic and inorganic; and the former, instinctive, or divinely intelligent.   

5. The Deity is Wisdom as well as Power.  Hence the Divine Nature is a moral nature as well 
as substantial; so that His moral attributes are constituents of his glory, equally with those 
of his substance, in its essentiality and power.   

6. JESUS of NAZARETH, in the days of his flesh, was the reflection of the Moral Attributes of 
the Deity; as likewise are all his brethren who walk in his steps.   

7. Since his ascension, he is consubstantial with Deity; i.e., the peculiar nature he now has is 
identical with the original substance of the Eternal Power, between which and his own this 
sole difference obtains; namely, that the substance of Jesus as it is, was created by the 
Deity out of HIs own free spirit - ek tou pneumatos; - whereas His own substance was 
derived from no antecedent power or creator.   

8. Jesus is the Chief -Begotten ELoah of AIL; and, when sealed with holy spirit at his 
immersion in Jordan, the Deity manifested himself in him by the truth he spoke and the 
wonders he performed.   

9. In this manifestation the development of the Memorial Name was initiated.  The ONE had 
become TWO; and YAHWEH Elohim, in relation to the human race, had become a fact.  
But, 

10. The manifestation of the Name is only initiated, not completed, in the person of Jesus 
Christ.  The manifestation of Deity in flesh, by holy spirit or truth, is amplified in the 
characters of the true believers among men, who are “partakers of the Divine Nature” in 
its moral constitution, as the earnest of their future participation in the Divine Substance, 
when they shall be as Jesus is now.   

11. All the true believers who have been immersed into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit - not three names, but the One Name of the DIVINE 
MANIFESTATIONS - are a manifold unit - One in many, and many in one.  They are “the 
one who shall be” - the Yahweh echad, the One Jehovah, not yet perfected and glorified; 
but when so, to be “King over all the earth” - Zech. 14:9; Apoc. 5:10.   

John Thomas, Eureka, vol 1, pp. 105,106, Logos Edition   


