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THE ORIGIN AND EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF MEN 

In taking a general survey of the contents of the Book of 
Daniel, it may be seen that two great powers are the 
principal subjects of its predictions.  The one is styled the 
KINDGOM OF MEN (Dan. 4:17) and the other the 
KINGDOM OF GOD (Dan. 2:44; 4:3; 7:27)…It will be seen 
that the Kingdom of men has been diversified in its 
constitution, extent and throne since its foundation by 
Nimrod to the present time.  It has nevertheless been the 
same Nimroudian kingdom with Babylon and Assyria for its 
characteristics.  (Exposition of Daniel, pp. 7,8) 

THE FEET OF THE IMAGE 
While the head, breast, arms, belly, thighs, legs and toes 
have all existed, the feet have not yet been formed; so that 
it has hitherto been impossible for the colossal image to 
stand erect as Nebuchadnezzar saw it in his dream…It is 
therefore, the mission of the Autocrat (of Russia) to form the 
feet and set up the image before the world in all its excellent 
brightness and terribleness of form; that all men subject to 
the kingdom of Babylon may worship the work of its 
creator’s power.  (Exposition of Daniel, p. 87) 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMAGE 
The Russian Autocracy in its plenitude and on the verge of 
dissolution is the image of Nebuchadnezzar standing upon 
the mountains of Israel, ready to be smitten by the Stone.  
When Russia makes its grand move for the building up of 
its Image-empire, then let the reader know that the end of 
all things as present constituted, is at hand.  (Elpis Israel, 
preface) 
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BRO. THOMAS’ THOUGHTS ON THE 

KINGDOM AND ITS TIMING 
Excerpts from the article “Sacrifice In The Future Age and Christ’s 

Accomplished Work” 

• “The Bible is the Book of the Kingdom of God, and teaches us that it has once 
existed for 1024 years under Moses, Joshua, the Judges, and Kings” … Referring 
to its destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, “The kingdom of God thus brought to a 
temporary conclusion has never existed since under the sovereignty of a king 
or kings of the house of David.” 

• “The Heir of the kingdom is at the right hand of the Divine Majesty; and his 
joint-heirs, the most of them, moldering and sleeping in the dust, with a few 
surviving stragglers still existing in the Protestant section of the globe, enduring 
reproach and tribulation in the hope of its speedy and triumphant restitution.  
These are the dissolved and scattered fragments of the kingdom of God.  
Their re-union is a matter of promise, and consequently of hope.  The Gentile 
must be expelled from the territory; the twelve tribes must be replanted 
upon the land; the sleeping heirs of the government must be awaked, and 
the living believers in the kingdom changed: and to effect all this, God’s 
Heir, the Restorer of the Kingdom, must come and subdue all things to 
himself.  When these things shall come to pass, God will have “accomplished to 
scatter the power of the Holy people” (Dan. 12:7), that is, their power shall be no 
more scattered, but shall be restored to them: and He will have come whose 
right the kingdom is, and God will give it him.” (Ezek. 21:17).   

• “This cup is the New Covenant in my blood which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins” (Matt. 26:28; Luke 22:20); and to show the connection 
between the covenant and the kingdom, said, “I will not drink of the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God shall come.”  But when he (Christ) came to life 
again after this dedication, he could not even then inherit the kingdom.  The 
Mosaic covenant must have been changed; an emendation, however, to which 
the party in power would by no means consent, as the amendment would have 
put them all out of government.  Pilate and Herod, Caiaphas and the Council 
must have surrendered their offices into the hands of Jesus, who would have 
promoted in their place his own disciples and friends.  But they would not hear 
of such a thing; therefore it remained only for Jesus to absent himself, and to 
abolish the kingdom until the time appointed in the wisdom of the Father 
for its restitution to Israel under a better, more permanent and perfect 
order of things.” 

• “Now these, whose hearts are sprinkled and their bodies washed, are the only 
people on the earth since the entrance of Jesus into the presence of God, for 
whom he officiates as “High Priest over the House of God.”  (Heb. 10:21; 3:6).  
… “Purified once through faith in the blood-sprinkled covenant of promise, 
hereafter to become the law of the Kingdom, there is in their case no more 
sacrifice for sin; “for by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are 
sanctified.” Yet, though thus sanctified, they continue to offer spiritual sacrifices.  
All this is worshipping the Father in spirit and in truth; which is the only service 
acceptable to Him while His kingdom is in ruins, and prostrate at the feet of 
the Gentiles.”  Reprinted in the Sept. & Oct., 1876 Christadelphian 
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“Ye are…an holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices.” 

 I Peter 2:5 
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AT THE CROSSROADS 

Editorial Comment 
 
RETHREN, we are sad to report that the Unamended Community has 
taken another blow to our traditional/conservative doctrinal stance.  
The 2012 Kentucky Bible School adult teachers include a brother who 

is a current member of the WCF board and a member of one of the Canadian 
UA08 Ecclesias.  The 2012 Canadian Unamended Bible School also includes 
an adult teacher who is a member of the Canadian UA08 Ecclesias.  Although 
the Kentucky Bible School is not the first Unamended Bible School or Fraternal 
Gathering to go in this direction, nor the only one this year, their current 
selection of teachers does represent a dramatic change of what the Kentucky 
Bible School has stood for in years past.  There was opposition to this teacher 
voiced within and without the Henderson, KY Ecclesia but to no avail.  Let us 
pray that those who do not agree with this action will be strengthened to remain 
strong, steadfast and courageous enough to continue to scripturally contend for 
the one faith.   

 This action is the latest act in a continual downward spiral of the health of 
the traditional/conservative Unamended Brotherhood.  Brethren, where will this 
stop?  If our Master does not return in 5, 10, 15, 20 years – will the Unamended 
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Community still be in existence?  We believe that this act may impact many in 
the Brotherhood in a negative manner.  What can be done to stop this trend?  
The first thing that each brother and sister should do is to stay alert and be 
watchful of what is happening within the brotherhood. This should not be done 
to point fingers or provide material for the gossip rumors.  We are commanded 
by the Scriptures to be a watchman.  In the natural sense, the closer that those 
bent on our destruction gets to us; the more alert should be the watchman.  In 
the Scriptural sense, this is also true.  Unfortunately, the communal Scriptural 
eye of faith is getting dimmer and dimmer.  Friends and families are being 
impacted by each new negative situation that arises within the brotherhood.  
Because of the great impact on those with whom we associate, correct 
Scriptural discernment is getting harder and harder.  Brethren, no matter how 
hard it may be for us to do, we must remember that our love is first and 
foremost for our Heavenly Father and His Son.  There are times when we may 
have to manifest courage and stand up for the Truth and stand in opposition to 
those whom we love.  Our Master did this always.  Paul and all of the apostles 
developed this strength and courage.  How many times in the life of Joshua was 
he commanded to be strong and courageous?  

 Some may say that this action is just one occurrence and that all is not that 
bad in the Unamended Community.  We think that this attitude is incorrect.  We 
believe that we are seeing a gradual deterioration of conservative Scriptural 
doctrines due to a growing attitude of indifference, toleration, and support for 
those who are trying to change the landscape of our community in a negative 
manner.  Do you prefer to remain ignorant of what is going on in the Body of 
Christ?  Do you just want to hear smooth things so that your life is easier?  Do 
you want to ignore these things so that you don’t have to address them?  Do you 
want to allow others to be the watchman for the community and you sit back to 
see what happens?  Brethren, let us manifest the spirit of our pioneer brethren 
and stand up for the Truth at every opportunity.  We should never be ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ. 

 Some brothers and sisters may already have their stones selected and picked 
up ready to throw at those who strongly voiced their opposition to this situation 
at the Kentucky Bible School.   But to those who fall into this category of stone 
throwers, we offer these comments.  If the entire Brotherhood was strong 
enough to withstand the advances of those who oppose the doctrines of truth, 
then there would never be a need for opposition.  Don’t place unnecessary 
burdens on those who are standing for the Truth.  We are commanded to be 
watchman on the walls of Jerusalem.  Unfortunately, in these situations, there 
may be feelings that get bruised and offenses that may be committed.  When 
this happens, go to each other and discuss them in a Scriptural manner.  Leave 
your egos and family relationships at the door and discuss these matters from 
strictly a Scriptural basis. 

 The prophet Ezekiel makes these statements:  Ezekiel 13:5 – “Ye have not 
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gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to 
stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.”  Ezekiel 22:30 – “And I sought for 
a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before 
me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.” 

 Brethren, can this assessment be made about us as individuals or about our 
home Ecclesias?  Are we willing and capable to stand in the gap and prevent 
the Truth from undergoing further dilution?   

 The Christadelphian Unamended Ecclesias are at the proverbial crossroads.  
How many more Ecclesias, Fraternal Gatherings and Bible Schools or 
individual brothers and sisters will tolerate or fall to the influences of the 
teachings of false doctrines and false reunion efforts?  We plead with all 
brethren who are responsible for the activities of the Ecclesias, Gatherings and 
Bible Schools to understand the issues that exist within the Body of Christ.  The 
elders of all Ecclesias and Bible Schools are responsible for the correct 
edification of those who attend these functions.  Therefore, all should make sure 
that all teachers support and practice the fellowship policies and the doctrinal 
position of the host Ecclesia.  However, it is not just the elders’ responsibility to 
maintain the purity of the Truth.  Each brother and sister should voice their 
concerns when necessary.  Every brother and sister needs to understand the 
fellowship impact of the current UA08 unity agreement.  Every Unamended 
Brother and Sister should understand the agreements on critical doctrinal issues 
that have been made by both the Unamended and Amended Ecclesias that make 
up the “UA08” Ecclesias.   If you haven’t researched it, then you need to do so.  
If you do not understand the false doctrines that have been promoted through 
the WCF, then you need to do so.  Do not take the easy way out and say that 
these matters will not impact me, my family or my Ecclesia.  Anything that is 
contradictory to the Truth will always have an impact on the whole of the Christ 
Body.  

 When each member of the Christ Body is faced with hard decisions 
regarding our personal actions or situations within the Unamended 
Christadelphian Community, we need to remember the impact that our 
decisions will have on those who are watching our actions.  If we choose to 
fellowship those who we are not like minded with on basic first principle 
doctrines, then what impression will that make on our babes in the Truth or 
those who are still in Adam but are striving to understand the hope of God’s 
Gospel?  We should not be afraid to admit and teach our babes in the Truth that 
there is only one Truth and that, unfortunately, there are differences within the 
Christadelphian Community.  We do not all believe the same things regarding 
first principle doctrines.  We do not have perfect morality.  There are times 
when we must be able to say – “This and that is scripturally wrong”.  We 
realize that this is very hard to do, but must always be done and must always be 
done in a Christ like manner. 

 Some may say and believe that we should not stand up against the 
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opponents of the Truth.  These individuals may think that we should always be 
positive and not address the negative aspect of the introduction of false doctrine 
and/or immorality.  We have plenty examples of the worthies of old addressing 
those who opposed God’s Truth: Christ and the money changers; Christ and 
the Pharisees/Scribes; Christ and Peter, when Peter was told by Christ to get 
behind Him; Paul and Peter.  Timothy was told by Paul to guard the deposit 
that was committed to his trust.  Timothy was told by Paul to use the entirety of 
the Scriptures for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and for instruction in 
righteousness.  The Scriptures do teach that we are to always be ready to give 
an answer for the hope that lies within us.  We should do this meekly (2nd 
Timothy 2:25), but with the realization that Scriptural counsel may be laid to 
the side by those that oppose the Truth.  When this occurs, we are commanded 
to address the situation before the small amount of leaven leavens the entire 
Household.   

 It has been stated in the Brotherhood, that we should not judge our brethren 
by their association with others.  This statement is in direct contrast with the 
teachings of God’s Holy Scriptures.  2nd John 9-11 teaches us that those who 
bid sinners into their house and wish them God speed are viewed by God as 
partakers of the evil deeds.  This divine principle in 2nd John is very 
straightforward and should not be difficult to understand.  In 2nd Corinthians 6, 
we are commanded to be separate and disassociate ourselves with those who are 
opposed to the Truth.   God definitely judges us based on our actions and our 
selection of associates. 

 Do we make spiritual discernments of right and wrong based on who is 
performing the act as opposed to what act is being performed?  Unfortunately, 
this is often done in the Christ Body (i.e., being a respecter of persons).  Family 
relationships, strong friendships and past relationships often will blind us as to 
the requirements of the Truth; which should be the primary influence in our 
lives.  We should always discern right and wrong and act accordingly based on 
the Laws and Precepts of God’s Word, not on whether our family and friends 
are on the side of right or on the side of wrong.   

 Can we turn back this tide?  Only if every brother and sister believes that 
there is a tide that needs to be turned back and only if they have the strength and 
courage to stand up for the Truth at every opportunity.  Let us remember the 
words of 1st Corinthians 15:58 – “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”    S.K. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF FELLOWSHIP 

Fundamental Considerations 
 

“Endeavoring to keep the unity of  

the Spirit” 
 
HE doctrine of fellowship is a beautiful principle.  As it is stated in 
Psalm 131, “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!”   It is truly a precious gift that we have been 

blessed to have the offer of fellowship extended to us with God and His Son – 
and to be tied together with those of like precious faith “upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone”  
(Eph. 2:16, 19-22).  

 But understanding the evil nature of this world this side of the Kingdom, 
there has always been a constant struggle to maintain commonality and unity of 
belief to the preservation of the One Faith.  Reestablishment of Truth and the 
apostatizing of that Truth is the constant cycle of this world since its 
beginnings.  Such problems (which come from individuals as well as groups) 
continually threaten fellowship with God and Christ, and as cause and effect it 
breaks down the condition of true Scriptural fellowship within the Household 
itself; whether through the strife and contention that error creates or the 
complete extinguishment of the lightstand of Truth within a community.  We 
wish to emphasize the point that it isn’t error itself  that is the only problem for 
us (for there have always been “heresies” arise out of the Body of true 
believers), but it is our inability to effectively implement the methods, defenses 
and safe-guards in dealing with error that God provides us in His Word.   

 Before we continue with our consideration, we need to review the words of 
Ephesians 4:3-6 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all.”   

 The word “endeavoring” means “to make effort, be prompt or earnest” … 
“diligence”.   The word “peace” is from the Greek word eirene, and is from a 
root word that means “to join” and Strong’s indicates that as well as 
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representing quietness or rest, that added to this is “to set at one again.”   So in 
order for unity and peace to exist there has to be an intense labor expended in 
the maintenance of those principals necessary for true unity and fellowship to 
flourish.  

What threatens Scriptural Fellowship? 
 1st John 1:6, 7 reads – “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship one with another…”   So if we walk in 
“darkness” we are not in fellowship, if we walk in “light” we do.  To not walk 
in the light is to have “fellowship”… “with the unfruitful works of darkness”.   
Bro. Roberts made the observation that “Light is a figure of speech, a metaphor 
for Divine wisdom, true knowledge, and accurate understanding.”  

 What is it to not walk “in the light”?  Quite simply, it is SIN.  We here 
classify two types of sin as it relates to our walk:   

1. Sins of a moral nature  
2. Sins of Heresy 

 Regarding “sins of a moral nature”, the Scriptures are not vague on this 
matter.  We read in 1st Corinthians 5:9-11 – “I wrote unto you in an epistle not 
to company with fornicators: Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this 
world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye 
needs go out of the world.  But now I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a railer (abusive), or a drunkard, or an extortioner, with such an 
one no not to eat.”   We read in Galatians 5:19-21 of the works of the flesh – 
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery (not in the 
original manuscripts but covered by the following word), fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness (unbridled lust), idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance (contention/strife), emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings,  and such like: of the which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 In regard to “sins of heresy”, it is that which is according to false doctrine 
or false teaching.  It is those teachings that undermine fundamental truth and 
unnecessarily create strife within the ecclesia.  Galatians 1:6-8 – “I marvel that 
ye are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel:  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ.  But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.”    Titus 3:10, “A man that is an heretick, after the first 
and second admonition reject.” 2nd Peter 2:1, “But there were false prophets 
also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who 
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
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them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”  Jude 4,12,13 – “For there 
are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, 
and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.”… “These are 
spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves 
without fear; clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees 
whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.” 

The Tolerance of Error/Sin 
 Directly associated with moral or doctrinal sin that interferes with 
fellowship is the tolerance of it.  To associate with or tolerate such things, 
though not personally guilty of such activity, is to enable sin to continue and 
grow in its influence. Such an approach to sin (moral or doctrinal) is strongly 
condemned throughout the Scriptures.  We will address this matter further as 
we continue our consideration, but a couple of references will suffice for the 
moment.   

 In 1st Corinthians, chapter five, we have the incident where a brother of the 
Corinthian ecclesia married his father’s wife.  The Apostle Paul hears the report 
and not only condemns the brother for his sin in the epistle but also the ecclesia 
for its continued association, if not emboldened support, with the brother in 
question.  Vs. 2 (Diaglott), “ye have been puffed up, and did not rather lament, 
so that he having done this work might be removed from the midst of you.”   
The apostle goes on in no uncertain terms to give clear instructions what must 
be done, and why.  Vv. 5-8 (Diaglott), “deliver up that person to the adversary, 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord.  Your boasting is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven ferments 
the whole mass?  Cleanse out the old leaven, that you may be a new mass, as 
you are unleavened; for even our Paschal Lamb, Christ, was sacrificed.”  And 
further on in vs. 11 – “but now I write to you not to be associated with any one, 
named a brother, if he be a fornicator, or a covetous person, or an idolater, or 
a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a person not even to eat.” 

 In Christ’s address to the seven ecclesias (Rev. 2 & 3), what was 
commanded to certain ecclesias who were tolerating error and apostate 
influences?  The ecclesia of Ephesus was commended because they could “not 
bear them which are evil”, while other ecclesias such as Pergamos and Thyatira 
were commanded to repent due to their tolerance of the Balaamite/Nicolaitane/ 
Jezbellian influences.  To repent involves a turning away or change of course, 
and failure to confront and remove such influences (as clearly instructed by the 
apostles) would result in various judgments including, as mentioned to the 
Ephesians, the removal of the ecclesial lightstand – meaning that God would no 
longer consider such ecclesias as representing the light of Truth, which is in fact 
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what happened to such ecclesias; even though they continued to physically 
exist, though as part of the darkness of the Harlot System.    

Dealing with error that threatens the Truth and 
commonality based upon that Truth 

“In dealing with tests of fellowships there are two prerequisites – courage and 
discretion.  We must be careful not to mistake zeal without knowledge, or 

recklessness, for the former, nor effeminacy and indifference for the latter.  The 
one will make us anarchists, the other neutralists.  Anarchism will tear the body 

in pieces; a spirit of neutrality will sit with folded arms and indifferently let it 
decline and die.”  Life and Works of Thomas Williams, p. 77 

 It is with great care that we are to approach matters of error and fellowship.  
Care in regard to love and fidelity to God and the purity of His Truth as the 
foremost concern, but also the care and love of the salvation of our fellow 
brethren – for those engulfed in the error as well as others that will be 
negatively influenced or impacted by such error.   We are told in John 3:16 that 
God wishes “that none should perish”; such should be our passionate desire as 
well.     In 2nd Timothy 4:2,3 we are commanded to “reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering.”  In Galatians 6:1 we are instructed to deal with those 
“overtaken in a fault” … “in the spirit of meekness”, understanding that through 
our own frailty of the flesh that we can “also be tempted.”  Christ himself gave 
us clear instruction (Matthew 18:15-17) in the proper steps taken in the 
resolution of personal offense, or sin not known to others.  And Jude 22,23 – 
“some have compassion, making a difference: and others save with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.”  There is 
some academic debate regarding the full meaning of this passage, but Adam 
Clarke suggested the following paraphrased meaning:  “Ye are not to deal alike 
with all those who have been seduced by false teachers; ye are to make a 
difference between those who have been led away by weakness and imprudence, 
and those who, in the pride and arrogance of their hearts, and their 
unwillingness to submit to wholesome discipline, have separated themselves 
from the Church, and become its inveterate enemies.”  

 Apart from our attitude, it should be very clear that the responsibility is not 
to ignore but to deal with error.  In Deuteronomy 13, clear command was given 
to the Children of Israel to “put to death” the false prophet – due to his ability 
to “turn you away from the LORD your God.”  Of course we put no one to 
death under the Law of Christ nor should we desire such a thing, but the 
principal and need for excision of the error is the same.  The same penalty was 
extended to family members who may “entice” other family members to 
apostasy (vv. 6-10) – something very common in the history of the Truth, as we 
see many a mind changed for the worse when sin/error establishes itself in the 
midst of one’s own family.  In this 13th chapter, we also see the command to cut 
off entire cities of Israel who had allowed themselves to be drawn away by the 
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false prophet class (vv. 15,16).   We implore the reader to take the time to 
consider this very sobering chapter in Deuteronomy, for in it we see a very 
explicit lesson for the Christ Body that shows us how seriously God views 
the need for bold action in dealing with the “leaven” influences of 
falsehood.  In the “false prophets”, family members, and “cities” mentioned in 
this chapter, do we not see application in the critical need for dealing with the 
false teachers, our own family members as well as ecclesias who have given 
themselves over to apostate influences?  Though extremely difficult, it is also 
extremely necessary in its application.    

 Other passages to keep in mind: 

• Psalm 82:2 – “How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons 
of the wicked?”  

• Proverbs 28:4 – “They that forsake the law praise the wicked: But such 
as keep the law contend with them.”   

• Ezekiel chapters 3 and 33 – The instruction, commendation given to 
the “watchman” for warning, and condemnation for not.   

• 1st Timothy 5:20 – “Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also 
may fear.”  This would probably be viewed as “too harsh” by modern 
Laodicean standards.    

 In regard to unrepentant error (moral and doctrinal) and its relationship to 
fellowship, the Scriptural instructions are very clear: 

• Matthew 18:17 – “let him be as an heathen and a publican” 

• Romans 16:17, 18 – “mark them which cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine of which ye have learned; and avoid them” 
because they “by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of 
the simple.”  

• 1st Corinthians 5:11-13 – “not to keep company”, “put away” 

• Galatians 5:9, 12 – “cut off”  

• Ephesians 5:11 – “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them.”   

• 2nd Thess. 3:6,14,15 – “we command you, brethren … withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after 
the tradition which he received of us.”  “Have no company with”. 
Why? – “that he may be ashamed.”  But with the added caution – 
“Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”   

• 1st Timothy 1:19,20 – Regarding the unfaithfulness of Hymenaeus 
and Alexander, “I have delivered unto the adversary, that they may 
learn not to blaspheme.” 

• 1st Timothy 6:3-5 –  “from such withdraw thyself.”  

• Titus 1:13; 2:15; 3:10 – “rebuke”, “reject” 

• 2nd John, vs. 9-11 – “receive him not unto your house” (i.e., probably 
ecclesial house), “neither bid him God speed.”   
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 In the last reference given we have the issue of “God speed”, mentioned.  
And we will continue to address this matter as we continue on in this article, 
but we quote the following to give clear definition as to what is meant by the 
phrase. 

 “Now, what is meant by “God speed”?   The original word occurs 74 times.  
It is only rendered “God speed” twice.  The rest of the time it is rendered 
“hail, rejoice, greeting, joy, glad and farewell.”  So the primary meaning is 
evidently “welcome.”  We are not to welcome a holder of false doctrine.  
Not to welcome where?  At our homes, or at the Table?  Why, at the Table 
of the Lord – for surely you cannot contend that we ought to welcome a 
person there when we cannot welcome him at our home.”  Robert Roberts, 
The Christadelphian, February/March, 1892.  

Why are such strong measures necessary? 
 But why are such actions (as scripturally listed in the previous bullet points) 
required?  Yes, God does command it – but there are reasons that we are 
expected to understand so that we may understand the ruinous nature of error 
and act with a sense of urgency rather than apathy.   

 We first quote from the late bro. Berton Little on the matter, which 
demonstrates a keen and practical grasp of the critical nature that error poses to 
the Household:   

“Would a faithful shepherd allow wolves to enter the fold unopposed, or 
having entered, would he allow them to remain and prey on the flock 
unmolested?  No faithful shepherd will do so, but will be on the alert for 
every indication of danger, from whatever quarter it may approach.  The 
conditions of salvation have not altered.  It is just as necessary to believe the 
truth to be saved as it ever was.  There are just as many, both as to number 
and variety, who oppose the truth as there ever was – vastly more as to 
number.  The same measures are necessary to be taken  preserve and defend 
the truth as were necessary in the times of the Apostles.  Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.”  Christadelphian Advocate, January, 
1917.   

1. THERE IS THE NEED FOR ABSOLUTE UNITY OF MIND AND 
PURPOSE WITHIN THE ECCLESIA IN ORDER FOR 
FELLOWSHIP AND PEACE TO EXIST.  The introduction of 
fundamental error (or error that may appear harmless but undermines 
fundamental principles) disrupts fellowship and peace.  (Where there is 
no recognition or opposition to error, there is often the deceptive air of 
peace.  But based upon what kind of fellowship?)  Please consider what 
is recorded in Romans 15:6 as well as James 3:17.    And, we again draw 
from bro. Berton  Little: 

“Men talk of peace and unity.  There can be no peace where there is no 
essential unity.  Where there is unity there will be peace.  To bring 
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about unity is therefore to bring about peace.  The peace of an Ecclesia 
is promoted by the excision of those disturbers who introduce false 
teaching.  This is one purpose served by their expulsion…If we cannot 
have a large number in unity and peace, we may at least have peace 
among those, the few, who are in unity, by a separation from those with 
whom they are not in unity and with whom they are not at peace.”   

2. SO THAT THE ERROR DOES NOT INFLUENCE OTHERS.       
1st Corinthians 15:33; Hebrews 12:15; 1st Corinthians 5:1-8 

3. HELPING THOSE IN ERROR SEE THE FALLACY OF THEIR 
COURSE.  It is with the hope that those who find themselves in error 
will finally understand the serious nature of their situation and/or beliefs 
and repent.  Can this be accomplished if the errorist continues to find 
themselves spiritually and socially accepted?   What motivation is there 
to repent if the act of persuasion and reasoning has failed to produce a 
change?  Will a child change course if they do not perceive or receive 
negative consequences for false words or actions?  1st Timothy 1:20. 

4. AS NOT TO BE COUNTED AS A “PARTAKER OF THE EVIL 
DEEDS” as already referenced in 2nd John 10,11.   It is here clear that 
the false doctrine in question (Christ’s nature) was viewed as so critical 
that the command was to not even let them through the door.   

“Contamination by Association”? 
 But, when this matter (as mentioned in point #4) is brought up in regard 
to the fact that we should cut off fellowship ties with those in error so as to 
not even give the appearance of acceptance or commonality with the 
errorists, the false charge of “you are teaching contamination by 
association” comes up.   What is implied by such a false charge is that by 
merely coming in contact or association with those in error we think that 
we are somehow “contaminated” by their error/sin being transferred on to 
ourselves.  Such is an unscriptural and ridiculous charge meant to create a 
smokescreen around the Scriptural responsibilities we do have to fulfill.  

 The passage in 2nd John, and the principal as it is laid out throughout the 
Scriptures – “clean vs. unclean”, “holy vs. unholy” – has nothing to do 
with the transference of the actual sin from one person to another, but a 
committing of a sin in its own right by condoning or tolerating the 
acceptance of the transgressor(s) in question.  By doing such we are stating 
(whether intended or not) that we have commonality with the error – 
whether we share a belief in the error or not.   

 Consider what bro. Roberts had to say in opposition to certain false 
statements that appeared in a pamphlet on fellowship in regard to this very 
subject: 
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False: We cannot “fellowship” false doctrine without being in 
agreement with it, and therefore believing it.”  

Answer: That is NOT true.  The scriptures declare we can fellowship 
without believing it.  One illustration will suffice.  In the chapter referred 
to (1st Cor. 10:18) we have seen that Paul tells his brethren that those 
who eat of the sacrifices offered to idols are “partakers” (original: 
fellowshippers) of the altar, and therefore fellowship ALL represented 
thereby – which in this case were “demons” or idols…The Corinthian 
believers knew with Paul that an “idol  is nothing in the world”.  
Therefore it is clear from Paul’s counsel to them that they could 
“fellowship” false doctrine without believing in it themselves. 

False: We cannot fellowship the evil deeds of another without being in 
agreement with them and doing the same things. 

Answer: We have just shown we can.   But further:  John in his second 
epistle calls false teaching concerning Christ an “evil deed.”   And he 
says if we bid the man with this false doctrine God speed, “we become 
partakers (original: fellowshippers) of his evil deeds.  It is clear he is not 
referring to show who believed or were doing the same things, for he 
says it is the bidding him God speed that creates the participation. 

End of quote and also taken from The Christadelphian, February/March, 1892 

Our own relationship to those who tolerate error 
 What is our relationship to be with those who themselves may not believe or 
practice certain error, but they themselves tolerate or give “God speed” to it by 
fellowshipping those who are in error? What about whole Ecclesias that 
condone or continue to allow those in fellowship who are themselves in error? 
We even have current circumstances where brethren are willing to ignore the 
error of certain brethren based upon the reported “good character” of such 
individuals.  What is to be done with those who might rightly be labeled as the 
“enablers of error”?  Again, we draw on sound discernment from our past with 
a couple of quotes. 

“Is a brother walking disorderly in associating in fellowship with 
Methodists?  We would say ‘yes.’  Upon the very same principle we say that 
a brother is walking disorderly who fellowships those who deny the 
scriptural doctrine of resurrection, and teach and believe another; and who, 
deny THE judgment; and either teach another or no judgment at all.  The 
one who fellowships such, fellowships with heretics, thereby walks 
disorderly, and becomes unfit for fellowship with those who desire to hold 
the truth in its purity.”  Bro. Thomas Williams, The Christadelphian Advocate, 
1886, p. 64 
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“He that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”  This applies 
to all without distinction, and erects a barrier to fellowship with even some 
who hold the truth; for though they may hold the doctrine of Christ 
themselves, yet, if they keep up a ‘God-speed’ connection with those who do 
not, by John’s rule they make themselves partakers with them, and, 
therefore, cut themselves off from those who stand for the doctrine of 
Christ.”  Bro. Roberts, Seasons of Comfort, Vol. 1, p. 127   

How is fellowship restored? 
 This is by far the simplest aspect of this whole subject of fellowship.  How 
is fellowship restored? – Repentance!  We read in Luke 17:3 – “Take heed to 
yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, 
forgive him.”   Revelation 3:19 – “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous therefore, and repent.”  Ezekiel 33:11 – “As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have not pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live…”  

 The word repentance is from the Greek word, metanoeo.  Such is not a 
matter of merely feeling remorse but indicates a change of mind as well as a 
change in the course of action.  This is the ultimate goal desired.  It leaves no 
room for compromise, or to “agree to disagree” – BUT A CHANGE. 

 Such is very simple:  The introduction of error creates strife and 
disfellowship; repentance brings a change of course and harmony with God and 
His Son and among those of like precious faith.  Unfortunately it is man that 
creates complication of this very beautiful subject through compromise, 
tolerance, carelessness and apathy towards the things that God and Christ hold 
most dear.   

 In our next and final installment (Yahweh willing) we hope to address the 
subject of the Statement of Faith and to answer various questions and objections 
that have come up over the years in regard to the Doctrine of Fellowship.   

B. Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua 1:7Joshua 1:7Joshua 1:7Joshua 1:7----9999    
 “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
prosper whithersoever thou goest.   This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.  Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and 
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the 
LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” 
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FELLOWSHIP and the  

STATEMENT OF FAITH   
June, 1986 Christadelphian Advocate 
 

 
 

HE basis of fellowship between brethren 
is set down by the apostle John (1st John 
1:1-3) who has written, “That which we 

have seen and heard declared we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his son Jesus Christ.”  Here John speaks in the first person plural, we 
and us, and we presume that he refers to himself, to the other apostles and to 
others who have witnessed to the same things.  The purpose of the witnessing 
was that the recipients of his letter “may have fellowship with us.”  The truths 
which the apostles were then witnessing would encompass the teaching of Jesus 
based upon the Old Testament, the fact that Jesus had conducted his ministry 
for three and a half years during which he performed many miracles, had been 
crucified and raised from the dead and had ascended into heaven, all of which 
John couples with the “Word of Life’ and “that eternal life which was with the 
Father.” 

 John speaks of this knowledge as light, the source of which is God.  Only by 
walking in that light can we have fellowship with God and with his son, Jesus 
Christ, and if we walk in that light, we have fellowship one with another (v. 5, 
7).  Moreover, we are to understand that we are cleansed from all sin by the 
blood of Jesus Christ.  This is the basis upon which all true brethren should join 
together in spiritual work, teaching, and communion at the memorial table (1st 
Cor. 10:16-18).  The basis is a basis of truth and knowledge and therefore 
doctrine, and these truths were a fundamental requirement and must be believed 
if fellowship was to be enjoyed.  

 In view of this teaching by John, why have Christadelphians proceeded to 
draw up a list of some thirty clauses to be understood and believed, and thirty 
five doctrines to be rejected in their Statement of Faith?  In our opinion, there 
are several good reasons. 

1. John’s reference was to saving truth, the things that have to do with the 
forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life (I John 1:2).  While all 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, there is much in scripture, such as 
incidents in the history of Israel and the account of wicked acts of evil 
men, which is not specifically and directly related to the requirement of 
eternal life.   
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2. In contrast, there are many references which are manifestly related to 

salvation and eternal life.  For example, the necessity for belief in the 
gospel and baptism (Mark 16:15-16) – “This is life eternal …” (John 
17:3); the necessity of faith (Heb. 11:6); the first principles of the oracles 
of God (Heb. 5:10-14; 6:1-2).  These and other fundamental requirements 
have manifestly been recognized and applied by our forefathers in the 
faith when the Statement of Faith was established. 

3. The gospel message is an interlocking and self-balancing system which 
must, since it is a divinely-inspired message, be in complete agreement 
and harmony in all points and aspects.  There is no place for a discordant 
note.  (Italics by original authors.)  Great care has been taken to set down 
both positive clauses and doctrines to be rejected with this in mind.  
Consistency and harmony between the elements of the Statement of Faith 
provide strong evidence of its validity.  One cannot push over one 
“domino” of our total system of Truth without disturbing or even 
nullifying others.  One cannot subtract a “credit” without disturbing the 
corresponding “debit”. 

4. The purpose of the Statement of Faith is to define, for those who 
subscribe to it, beliefs and practices which make one eligible for the 
fellowship commended by I John 1, in the opinion of the adherents 
thereto.  Christadelphians have seen fit to conveniently set forth their 
understanding of the basic principles of divine truth in the clauses of the 
Statement of Faith.  As a consequence, we have a helpful, practical 
summary of our belief and basis of faith which provides a needed 
reference and which is a means of identifying those who subscribe to 
these beliefs. 

5. Acceptance of the Statement of Faith, indentified in the Unamended 
community as the Birmingham Unamended Statement of Faith (BUSF), 
by an ecclesia and its individual believers, carries with it (i) a loyalty 
(italics by the original authors) to the Statement, and (ii) both an 
inclusiveness and exclusiveness as far as participation in the memorials is 
concerned.  Let us elaborate. 

 It is not enough for a person to say, “I can accept the BUSF.”  We affirm 
that this is “not enough” for several reasons.  First, perhaps the said person can 
also “accept” other statements of faith put forward by other denominations 
which are incompatible with the BUSF. Secondly, acceptance of the BUSF 
declares belief thereof, as well as a commitment that all his teaching and 
preaching will be in accordance therewith.  Thirdly, when a brother or an 
ecclesia meets around the memorial table upon the basis of the BUSF, there is a 
requirement that persons who do not believe and teach in accordance therewith 
are not welcome into fellowship at the memorial table.  Our phrase, the 
precious faith means a faith held by others in accordance with the BUSF, and 
not contrary thereto. (Italics in this paragraph were used by original authors – 
Ed.) 
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 Unless we have some standard of acceptability at the memorial table, we 
have compromised fellowship at the table and introduced a degree of anarchy 
wherein each brother or ecclesia becomes its own umpire as to who is 
acceptable at the communion table.   

 Now we realize that our Statement of Faith is a man-made document and is 
therefore not to be regarded as infallible.  It is a summary of our understanding 
of Bible teaching under two general headings: (a) what doctrines are to be 
believed and what are to be rejected, and (b) how are we to behave and conduct 
ourselves as brethren of Christ.  This behavior is directed particularly by the 
commandments of Christ, usually included with the Statement. 

 We recognize that also that we do not know what is the precise degree of 
understanding, the irreducible minimum of doctrinal and behavioral 
understanding that is required by the Lord.  Such being the case we should 
recognize that it is better to include too many in a summary of required belief 
than to commit the error of insufficiency.  Our salvation is dependent upon our 
belief of the Gospel. 

 The Christadelphian Statement of Faith has been in use since its inception at 
Birmingham, England in 1873.  This Statement of Faith, therefore, has been 
commonly recognized by the Christadelphian brotherhood as a declaration of 
the beliefs we hold to be essential for salvation.  Moreover, it is the instrument 
used by the whole brotherhood as an identification.  To be recognized as a 
Christadelphian ecclesia, the ecclesia must publicly declare that it believes, 
teaches, and defends the statements contained therein. 

 With respect to the individual, adherence to the Christadelphian Statement 
of Faith is recognized as the hallmark, the token, the seal of a Christadelphian, 
whereby he or she can be readily recognized and accepted at the memorial table 
as one holding like precious faith.  This is one of the important functions of the 
Statement of Faith and it has been utilized in this way, and for this purpose 
throughout the Christadelphian brotherhood for more than a hundred years.  If 
no definition of our faith is recognized and adhered to, and our Statement of 
Faith is lightly regarded, we would be brought to a point where agreement on 
our doctrines to be received, no longer exists.  

 This brings us to some considerations to which we must address ourselves: 

1. Do we all, in this generation, accept the BUSF with its positive and 
negative clauses, as a definition of our faith? 

2. Do we identify ourselves by references to this Statement of Faith and 
are we prepared to assure the brotherhood in general that we are loyal 
to the Statement and ready to faithfully defend its principles and 
beliefs set forth in that Statement? 

3. Is it true, as stated above, that a public acceptance of our Statement of 
Faith carries with it an implied undertaking, (i) that the individual 
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will be loyal to that Statement and (ii) that the individual recognizes 
the nature of its exclusiveness as far as participation in the memorials 
is concerned?  The practices within the Christadelphian community 
for more than a century, have established that all who are called 
Christadelphians do make such a commitment.  This is generally 
understood and accepted. 

4. Are we, in the Unamended community, now migrating to a new 
attitude and policy in these matters? – or is there a segment which is? 

5. Is there currently a new policy which is more tolerant, more liberal, 
less restrictive and is being billed as more loving? 

6. If so, what are the new boundaries?  

7. If we come to the conclusion that the century-old policy is no longer 
satisfactory, should we, or do we intend to define new boundaries? 

8. Are we considering operating without boundaries? If so, how shall 
those who believe and teach the BUSF position, be identified? 

 These basic considerations which have been set forth in the form of eight 
questions need to be answered.  Any brethren who propose new concepts and 
initiate new movements must solemnly undertake to think the whole matter 
through to a conclusion.  What would be the outcome of such a movement 
when it has progressed to its inevitable, logical destination?  Is such a 
movement desirable?  Is it truly scripturally based?  Is the terminus beneficial 
or detrimental to the community of believers? 

 No doubt our Statement of Faith, as a man-made document, is open to 
criticism.  We believe, however, that any weaknesses which may exist are very 
minor in character.  The document as a whole sets forth saving truth and guards 
against us being blown about with various winds of doctrine.  We must not 
discard our Statement which defines the basis of our faith unless and until we 
have something better which to replace it.  Is anyone working on a better 
definition?  If so, there should be a public opportunity for all to examine it.  
Anything short of this would be a counter-productive, unworthy, undermining 
exercise.  It is the opinion of the present Advocate Committee that if variations 
and aberrations from the historically-accepted loyalties and practices are 
countenanced, a complete breakdown in confidence and fellowship, one with 
another, will prevail. 

 We do not hesitate to commend any effort to bring to a full acceptance of 
the gospel those who are seeking and who “are not far from the Kingdom of 
God”.  Moreover, it is a good work to “expound … the way of God more 
perfectly” as Aquila and Priscilla did for Apollos.  Every brother should keep 
all considerations which bear on these matters in mind and think, speak and act 
in a balanced manner with scriptural admonitions in mind. 

 We, who write this editorial not only are convinced that there is only one 
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body of Christ, but also we have for many years worked to further the 
accomplishment of that ideal.  Yet we must all realize that it is Christ, at his 
coming, who will determine who is to be included in that one body.  This will 
be manifested at the judgment seat.  Membership in a human organization, by 
whatever name, will never be a guarantee of acceptance for a place in that body.  
If it be the Father’s will and the judgment of Christ so decides, many, whom we 
have never heard of as believers, may be taken from other places, times and 
seasons and accepted as true believers. 

 It is our opinion, however, that such people need to have a proper 
understanding of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God – the doctrinal and 
behavioral tenets of which are set forth in our Christadelphian Statement of 
Faith.  Because of the unique nature of our system of revealed Truth, we feel 
that the principles set forth in our Statement of Faith are proper items to be 
made a test of fellowship.  There is nothing new in this concept, it having been 
practiced by Christadelphians for well over one hundred years. 

 We mortals cannot shape the body of Christ, nor determine who will be a 
part of it.  “The Lord knoweth them that are his.”  He will care for them, guide 
them and reward them at the time of his coming.  We need not strive, nor wrest, 
nor unduly force, in order to achieve numbers in an organization that mortals 
perceive to be the body of true believers (italics made by original authors).  

 We are convinced that the advent of the Lord Jesus Christ is nigh upon us, 
perhaps this very year of peace will see it.  This is no time to overhaul the 
reference points and the practices which constitute a major part of our heritage.  
Our watchword must be “Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man take thy 
crown.” 

The Advocate Committee – 1986 
(Consisting of Brethren Edward W. Farrar, Alex T. Kay, K. G. McPhee, and L. 
E. Parker) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proverbs 19:20-21 
Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in 
thy latter end.  There are many devices in a man’s heart; 
nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. 

Proverbs 8:32-35 
Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they 
that keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.  
Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting at the posts of my doors.   For whoso findeth me findeth 
life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. 
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THE SYMBOLISM OF   

 DOVES AND RAVENS 

 

HEN we read the context of chapters 6 through 9 of Genesis, we 
should try to focus on all of the symbolism involved in the 
events that are presented in these chapters.  The first thing that 

we should understand and believe is that these events are real.  They are not 
just a story in the Bible.  There was a real flood with worldwide destruction.  
There was a real Ark.   There was a real man named Noah.   

 Before we look at the symbolism and significance of these two birds, let us 
briefly look at these symbolic events of Genesis chapter six through nine.  In 
Genesis 5:29, we find that the man Noah was declared to be a comfort to those 
around him.  His name means “rest” thus he represents the man who declared 
himself to be the true rest from the bondage to sin and suffering.  In Matthew 
11:28-30 we find these words in regards to this promised rest – “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  Christ 
encourages all to come unto Him and He will give them rest.   

 Think of this in regard to the time of Noah’s day.  He was the rest and 
comfort for those who came into the Ark.  Noah was the son of Lamech.  There 
were two Lamechs mentioned in the early chapters of Genesis.  In chapter 4:18, 
we read of the one from the line of Cain and in Chapter 5:25, one from the line 
of Seth.  Noah, being of the lineage of Seth would be identified as a Son of God 
as discussed in Genesis chapter 6.  Lamech, in the line of Seth, was probably a 
righteous individual.  He recognized the need of a Comforter and probably 
believed that his son Noah would be the promised seed of Genesis 3:15.  It is 
also interesting that he died at the age of 777 years, see Chapter 5:31.  This 
number represents complete spiritual perfection.  He must have understood the 
Messianic promise made to Adam and Eve and taught it to his son Noah.  We 
are told in Genesis 7:6 that Noah was 600 years old when the flood began.  This 
is also symbolic as six is the number of flesh.  Genesis 6:11-13 tells us of the 
conditions of the world at that time. “The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and, 
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.  And 
God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is 
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filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the 
earth.”   The wickedness of flesh must come to an end and this destruction took 
place when Noah was 600 years old, the number of flesh. 

 Genesis 6:5 presents a very evil picture about the world and the inhabitants 
of the earth at that time.  It is this environment that Noah grew up.  In Genesis 
6:3, we are told that man was given 120 years to repent.  This may be the length 
of time that Noah was given to build the Ark.  But the earth continued to be 
corrupt and violence was widespread among the earth’s inhabitants.  In 1st Peter 
3:21, the apostle Peter speaks of the longsuffering of Yahweh during the times 
of Noah.  Finally, Yahweh’s long suffering ran out.  Genesis 6:17-22 – “And, 
behold, I, even I , do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the 
earth shall die.  But with thee will I establish My covenant; and thou shalt come 
into the ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and they sons’ wives with thee…”  

 As we read these verses, we see a very beautiful concept.  There was a 
covenant made between Noah and Yahweh.  One requirement of this covenant 
was to come into the Ark.  The Ark was the means of salvation from God’s 
everlasting judgments on sin and wickedness, and Noah was the channel in 
which the covenant would be developed.  We should take special note that in 
order for the Messianic promise of Genesis 3:15 to continue, the promised seed 
would now come through the line of Noah, who was of the line of Seth.  
Yahweh’s covenant with Noah was that proclaimed to Adam and Eve.   

 In Genesis 6:18, the word covenant is used for the first time in the 
Scriptures.  The word covenant comes from a root word “berith” which 
signifies to cut and implies a covenant confirmed by sacrifice.  Thus, Noah was 
taught that the promise in the Edenic garden of a Messiah would be confirmed 
by sacrifice.   

 Also in Genesis 6:18, we find another important aspect of the doctrine of 
salvation.  Noah was told that he must come into the Ark along with others that 
were associated with him.  This is symbolic of Christ who had to first receive 
salvation and then lead others into the way of salvation.  In Hebrews 13:20, we 
are told that Christ was brought again from the dead through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant which was His blood that was shed at the time of His 
death.    

 Noah was commanded to bring two living beings from every species of bird 
and animal that existed at the time.  These pairs were identified as clean and 
unclean.  The clean and unclean represents the two types of nations – Israel and 
the Gentiles.  Israel was declared to be a holy nation and the Gentiles or non-
Jews are represented in God’s Word as unclean.  Thus we see that all mankind, 
both Jew and Gentile, is offered the one hope of salvation from association with 
the true Ark of God, even Jesus Christ.  This reminds us of the Apostle Paul’s 
comments in Galatians 3:26-29 where we are told that there is neither Jew nor 
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Greek for we are all one in Christ Jesus.   

 In the Genesis Expositor, H.P. Mansfield suggests that the different animals 
were brought to the Ark through angelic means, but that Noah was responsible 
for the storage of food that would be used during the time in the Ark.  I do not 
find anything that would directly confirm or deny this statement.  However, if 
this supposition is correct, then it would fit the types and antitypes very closely.  
God is the one who is calling the believer to His covenant, just as the Angels 
(God’s messengers) might have done with the symbolic clean and unclean birds 
and animals.  Once in the Ark of salvation, all must depend on the food that is 
prepared and provided by the Greater Noah.  Christ is the Bread of Life.  He is 
the one that we must partake of for spiritual sustenance.  He is the one that we 
are commanded of to take and eat and drink, signifying His broken Body of sin 
and His shed blood.   

“Thus did Noah” 

 “Thus did Noah”.  In Genesis 6:22, we read of the most critical assessment 
of a man’s life that can be found.  “Thus did Noah; according to all that God 
had commanded him, so did he”.  In Hebrews 11:7, we again read of the divine 
assessment of this man.  “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is 
by faith”.  Through faith and the reverential fear of Yahweh, Noah saved 
himself and others.  This was the same assessment of the true Son of God.  If 
we receive this same assessment at the Judgment Seat of Christ, we may be 
blessed to hear these words of the Master – “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant, thou has been faithful over a few things I will make thee ruler over 
many things”. 

 Let us look at a few more significant items before we attempt to gain an 
understanding of the usage of the Raven and the Dove in this environment of 
destruction and salvation.  In Chapter 7:11, we are told that on the seventeenth 
day of the second month of the six hundredth year of Noah the waters from the 
fountains of the great deep joined with the waters from the windows of heaven 
and began to cover the earth.  The waters of the deep would include the waters 
of the ocean and the subterranean waters below the earth’s surface.  The waters 
from the windows of heaven would imply a torrential rain for forty days.  In 
Genesis 8:3-4, we are told that the waters abated after 150 days, which was the 
seventeenth day of the seventh month.  The water was on the earth 150 days or 
five months.  Here we get a very good glimpse of how time was measured 
during the time of Noah.  One month was exactly thirty days or that which we 
would call a lunar month.  This concept of time is something that we should 
keep in mind as we study other time periods in God’s Holy Word. 

 Genesis 7:16 presents another very symbolic situation.  We should note that 
this verse states that Yahweh shut him in.  The pronoun “him” is implying not 
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just Noah; but also his family and all of the clean/unclean birds and animals.  
Here we understand the irrevocable covenant between Yahweh and those that 
have come into the confines of the everlasting covenant.  Once mankind has put 
on Christ and comes into covenant relationship with the Divine Creator, there is 
no escaping the covenant.  They are responsible to the commandments of 
Yahweh and all in covenant will appear at the Judgment seat of Christ, 
regardless if they remain faithful to that covenant or if they choose to stray from 
the covenant and their responsibilities to the commandments of Yahweh.  As 
we study the characteristics of the raven and dove, we will see this concept in 
their actions.   

 Let us look at one last significant item of interest before we look at the birds 
used in the account of Noah.  As we have already stated, the rains began and 
ended on the seventeenth day of the second and seventh months.  The number 
17 is very significant in Scriptural usage.  Seventeen is a prime number, 
meaning that there are no other numbers that can be divided into it except one 
and the number itself.  The prime numbers up to 17 are 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13 and 17.  
Seventeen is a combination of ten and seven.  Seven means spiritual perfection 
and ten means ordinal perfection, or a perfection of order.  Therefore, the 
number seventeen represents the perfection of spiritual order.  It is the seventh 
prime number, thus we should associate it with the number 7.  It is interesting 
that 13, which is the number of rebellion, is the 6th prime number which we 
associate with the flesh of man.    

 The inhabitants of the Ark were in the way of salvation from the 17th to the 
17th.  Thus, seventeen represents salvation through Christ, the ark of salvation.  
There were two men that are described as walking with God.  Enoch (Genesis 
5:22) was the seventh from Adam and Noah (Genesis 6:9) was the tenth from 
Adam.   Jerusalem is mentioned 17 times in the Psalms.  It is stated that 
Jeremiah made 17 prayers and the 17th begins in Chapter 32:17 after he had 
purchased a parcel of land for 17 shekels.  In Romans 8:35-39, there are 17 
things listed that are unable to separate us from the love of Christ.  It is stated 
by one writer that Israel crossed the Red sea on the 17th day of the month.  The 
Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:27) is on the 10th day of the 7th month, thus 
again we see the number 17 in this great day of salvation.  There are many more 
interesting usages of this number 17, that we should pay attention to as we 
study God’s Word.  One instance that we might not recognize is found in John 
21:11.  The number of 153 represents the true sons of God that are brought into 
the Gospel.  The number 153 is the sum of the values of the letters of the phrase 
“hundred and fifty three”.  We also find that the numerical value of the phrase 
“son of man” is 153.  The numerical value of the phrase “brethren of Christ” is 
153.  How does this number relate to the number 17?  153 is the sum of the first 
17 numbers – 1 through 17.   

 As we all know, numbers are used throughout the Word of God for a 
specific reason.  As we find specific numbers and dates in our daily studies, let 
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us remember the advice of Proverbs 25:2.  “It is the glory of God to conceal a 
thing, but the honor of kings is to search out a matter”. 

The Raven and Dove 
 Let us now turn our attention to the two birds that play a prominent place in 
the description of the flood in Noah’s day.  In Genesis 8:1-12, we find the first 
time that individual birds are mentioned by name. That provides us the first clue 
as to the significance of these birds.  The raven, being the first mentioned, 
represents the first man, Adam, and those who associate with him.  The dove, 
being the second mentioned, represents the second man, Christ, and those 
associated with Him.  Let us look at some of the characteristics of both birds. 

Ravens 
• First bird mentioned by name – Gen 8:7 

• Hebrew word is “Oreb”, means dusky, in reference to the black color 
of the bird – Songs of Solomon 5:11 

• Unclean Bird – Lev 11:13-15 

• Never returned into the Ark  
(Restlessness) – Gen 8:7, 9 

• Travels far in search of food  and 
feeds mostly on the dead flesh of 
animals – Job 38:41; Prov 30:17 

• During feeding, they pick out the 
eyes first – Prov 30:17 

• Very harsh cry – Job 38:41; Psalms 147:9 

• Inhabits desolate regions – Is 34:11 

• Aggressive – Judges 7:25 

• Delights in loneliness – inhabits desolate places – Isaiah 34:11 

• Travels in mated pairs, although often quarrelsome, yet considerable 
devotion to their families 

• Can mimic sounds from their environment – sounds are not what they 
appear 

Doves 
• Second bird mentioned by name – Gen 8:8 

• Hebrew word is “yonah”, same as the prophet of the same name.  
Known for its silvery wings – Psalms 68:13 

• Clean Bird fit for sacrifice – Lev 2:57. 12:6; Song 5:2,9 

• Was initially drawn into the Ark by Noah and then later willingly 
returned – Gen 8:9 & Gen 8:11 

• Feeds on green plants and seeds – Gen 8:11 

• Has very beautiful eyes Song 1:15; 4:1; 5:12 

• Soft mourning voice – Song 2:14; Nahum 2:7 
• Remains close to home and has strong homing instincts – Isaiah 60:8 

• Harmless and delicate – Matt 10:16; Matt 3:17 
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• Can be a very silly bird – Hosea 7:11;  

• Only settles in clean places, thus 
undefiled and pure – Song 5:2, 9 

• Can be found dwelling in rocks – Song 
2:14; Jer 48:28 

• Males and females are similar in 
appearance – Wikipedia 

• Usually monogamous, with both 
parents incubating and caring for the 
young; the male incubates mostly in 
the day and the female mostly at night 
– Wikipedia 

• They almost always produce two white 
eggs – Wikipedia 

 
 Before we delve into the characteristics of these two birds, let us look at the 
sequence of events in Genesis 8:1-12.  After the Ark had come to a rest on the 
mountains of Ararat, Noah released a raven that traveled to and from and did 
not find rest.  In verse 8, after the raven did not return into the Ark, we read that 
a dove was then released.  The dove found no rest and returned to the Ark, 
where Noah put forth his hand and received the dove back into the Ark.  Noah 
stayed another 7 days in the Ark and then released the dove again.  This time 
the dove returned in the evening hours with an olive leaf in her mouth.  He then 
stayed another seven days and sent forth the dove for the third time.  This time, 
the dove did not return to the Ark.  When we look at these events in this 
chapter, we should notice the detailed description of these events.  The 
abundance of details should alert us that there is something symbolic in these 
events.  The Ark was the means by which salvation was offered to the Jews and 
Gentiles.  The two birds were both in the Ark, thus in symbolic terms 
representing those in covenant relationship with Yahweh.  The study of these 
two birds and their actions teaches us that the raven represents those who are in 
covenant but have chosen to separate themselves from the Ark of the Covenant, 
which is representative of Christ.  The dove represents those that are in 
covenant relationship and have chosen to return and remain in the protection of 
salvation until the individual salvation is no longer needed.   

 The raven is a bird that is always looked at in a negative manner, even in the 
oracles of man.  The main diet of this bird is that of dead flesh.  This bird can 
travel far in search of food and when food is found, it will usually first pick out 
the eyes of the dead.  It is an aggressive bird.  The bird never returned into the 
Ark.  It was content and Noah was content to leave it outside the Ark of 
salvation.  This bird is representative of those who choose to live off the wicked 
and evil ways of the flesh as opposed to dieting on the word of God.  Deliberate 
and continual activities that are in opposition to the ways of Yahweh will 
certainly keep us from the ultimate offering of salvation – eternal life.  In 
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Galatians 5:19-21, we find a list of worldly activities (i.e., “works of the flesh”) 
that will keep us from receiving eternal life in the Kingdom Age.  We find 
similar warnings in 1st Corinthians 6:9-10.  In Revelation 22:18-19, we find that 
those who intentionally are engaged in the activities of adding or taking away 
from the teachings of this last prophetic book of God’s Word will be excluded 
from the Book of Life.  As this bird is representative of those who are in 
covenant but choose to follow the ways of the flesh, we see that these  
characteristics perfectly represent those who were once part of the Household 
of God and are now part of those that oppose the Truth of God.  Scriptural 
examples of the antitypes of the raven-like characteristic can be found in the 
following verses: 

• Acts 15:24 – “Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went 
out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, 
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave 
no such commandment:” 

• I John 2:19 – “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but 
they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all 
of us.” 

• 2nd Thessalonians 2:3-4 – “Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 
God.” 

 Another characteristic of the raven is the ability to mimic sounds from their 
environment.  Scripturally, we see this represented in verses such as Matthew 
24:4, 11, 24; Ephesians 4:14.  These verses and others teach of the deceitfulness 
of mankind. 

• Matthew 24:4 – “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed 
that no man deceive you.” 

• Matthew 24:11 – “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many.” 

• Matthew 24:24 – “For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it 
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” 

• Ephesians 4:14 – “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;” 

 These antitypical raven-like individuals are those who speak smooth things 
that are meant to deceive the very elect.  Their speech and doctrines are 
somewhat similar to the real Truth; however it is hard for the young and 
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unlearned to tell the difference between their false doctrines and the salvation 
providing doctrines of the one true Truth.  We find these people in the Judaizers 
of the first century and in those early so called “Christians” that developed into 
the Man of Sin that is referenced in 2nd Thessalonians; as well as other 
deceivers throughout the centuries, even this century, who have tried to 
introduce false doctrines, immorality and new ways of looking at the old paths 
of Truth to the True Body of Christ.  One of the characteristics of the raven is 
that of restlessness.  These individuals have willingly chosen to have no rest 
inside the Ark of salvation.  Therefore, the one providing the offered rest, which 
is Christ, will not bring them back into the way of salvation as long as they 
continue to manifest the characteristics of this fleshly bird of prey.   

 What symbolism should we observe in the picking out the eyes during the 
feeding frenzy?  The true disciple of Christ and Yahweh are commanded to 
keep their eye of faith clear and not develop spiritual blindness.  However, with 
the help of these who speak smooth words that sounds close to the Truth, but is 
not the Truth, our spiritual eyesight will be the first to be destroyed.  When we 
teach or follow/support/tolerate those who teach something that is opposite to 
God’s truth, we can no longer clearly see the joy that is set before us.  We are 
blinded to the commandments of Yahweh.  All we can see are the ways of flesh 
and sin.  (We also think of the blind leaders of the blind – Matt. 15:14.) 

 Like the raven, these raven like individuals are often quarrelsome among 
themselves, because they cannot make their false doctrines and ideas dovetail 
with each other.  By definition, false thoughts and ideas are not and cannot be 
built on a solid foundation.  Therefore, each false idea of mankind will always 
be in conflict with all other false ideas.  They can never agree. 

The Dove 
 Let us now turn attention to the Dove and it’s symbolism in the account of 
Noah and the flood.  It is the second bird named, thus is representative of the 
second man – Christ Jesus and His true associates.  I think it is interesting that 
in the description of the activities of the dove in Genesis 8, the feminine 
pronoun is used.  This teaches us that the dove is representative of the Bride of 
Christ, who prefers to abide in Him, who offers rest and salvation, as opposed 
to being drawn to all of the alluring things of the world.   

 The dove is a clean bird and only settles in clean places, thus striving to 
remain undefiled and pure.  Matthew 5:8 pronounces blessings on the pure in 
heart.  From Wikipedia, we learn that males and females are similar in 
appearances.  Once again, we see the teaching of Galatians 3:26-29, where we 
learn that in the way of salvation, there is neither male nor female; all have the 
same opportunity.  The dove likes to dwell in the security and confines of a 
rocky environment.  Let us read these verses to better understand this 
symbolism.   

• Psalms 18:2 – “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my 
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deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and 
the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” 

• Psalms 27:5 – “For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his 
pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set 
me up upon a rock.” 

• Psalms 31:3 – “For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy 
name’s sake lead me, and guide me.” 

 The doves’ eyes are very beautiful thus symbolizing the pure eye of faith 
that is not darting to the right or left, but always keeping her eyes on the prize 
set before her.  Although sometimes described as a silly bird, flitting back and 
forth, ultimately she remains close to her home and has strong homing instincts.  
Although the dove-like individuals of the Truth may at times be confused on 
some doctrinal or Ecclesial activities and requirements, she will ultimately 
return to the confines and protection of her Ark of salvation.  The Bride of 
Christ is commanded to be as harmless as doves.  We should cause no man 
harm but manifest agape love towards each and every member.  As shown by 
the example of Noah’s dove, when the true disciple of Christ goes out into the 
world that is being judged by Yahweh, she will not choose to be part of that 
world.  She will return to the protective care of her Ark, where she will be 
received and drawn back into the teachings of Him who offers salvation to all.  
In contrast to the raven-like individuals who continually manifest the activities 
of the world, these dove-like individuals will always be striving to manifest the 
Fruits of the Spirit, which are listed in Galatians 5:22-23.   

 These birds have a soft comforting voice calling out to each other.  If we 
remember that the dove represents the spiritual associates of Christ, we should 
recall the message in 2nd Timothy 4:2 – “Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”  
Hebrews 3:13 also presents valuable guidance in this matter – “But exhort one 
another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin”.    We should not manifest the shrill cry of the raven, but 
maintain a humble, soft-spoken attitude regarding our Truth.  

 It is interesting that both the male and female take responsibility in 
incubating and caring for the young.  If we remember the symbolism that the 
dove represents the Ecclesia of Christ and that the Ecclesia is responsible for 
nurturing and caring for the Babes in Christ, then we obtain a beautiful antitype 
from these same responsibilities carried out by the natural doves.  The female 
dove represents the Bride of Christ and the male dove represents Christ.  The 
female, the Ecclesia, brings up the young babes during the darkness of the 
Gentile night.  The male dove, Christ, being the Light of the world, will do the 
same when He returns during the time when He reigns as the Morning star in 
the Day of Righteousness.  I also think that it is symbolic that the mating pair 
produces two white eggs.  Could this be representative of the two groups of 
righteous individuals, Jew and Gentile, which are produced from the teachings 

 28                                            THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER 

 
of Christ that are manifested through the true Ecclesia? 

 What do we learn from the three releases of the dove during the time of the 
flood?  Genesis 8:8-9 presents the first release of the dove.  Here we see the 
Ecclesia of Christ sent out into the world during the time of the Gentiles.  
Finding no rest, the Ecclesia always remembers the true source of protection 
and salvation.  She continually flies over the troubled sea of humanity, finding 
no place to light.  The Master draws her back into His protective care.  The 
second time that the dove is released is mentioned in Genesis 8:11.  Here we 
see the dove still finding no place to rest, but did return to Him in the evening 
with an olive leaf in her mouth.  Similar to the antitype of the dove, the olive 
leaf represents both peace and the nation of Israel – Hosea 14:6.  This second 
release and return may represent the time when the true Israel of God, the 
resurrected believers, will be gathered to Him who offers salvation for the 
eternity.  They will be in dire need of the ultimate salvation, the bestowal of the 
immortal life of the Deity.  After the third release, mentioned in Genesis 8:12, 
the Dove does not return to the Ark of her salvation.  This is the time after the 
judgment, when the dove–like Ecclesia has received her inheritance.  She is no 
longer in need of salvation, because she has already obtained it when Christ 
approved her worthiness at the Judgment Seat.  She is gone out to the world, 
not to be a part of the world, but to assist Christ to teach the glorious gospel 
message to all who have an ear to hear.   

 In the latter verses of Genesis 8, we read where Noah was to go forth of the 
Ark and lead the redeemed and all of the families of the bird and animal 
kingdom into a new world.  These verses may remind us of the prophecy in 
Isaiah 11:1-9, “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots:  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;  And shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the 
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:  But with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of 
the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.  And righteousness shall be the girdle 
of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.  The wolf also shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  And the 
cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox.  And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.  They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”   

 These latter verses of Genesis 8 teach us of one coming forth with righteous 
judgment over all of the nations of the earth and leading them in peace and 
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safety, offering comfort and salvation to all who will abide in Him, even as 
Noah the comforter did in his time. 

 As we contemplate these events in the life of Noah, we should be 
encouraged that we have a place of rest and refuge to strengthen us in today’s 
environment.  We need to always display the characteristics of the dove.  Let us 
come into Christ and put away the raven like tendencies of human flesh. Let us 
never stray from our Ark of Salvation. 

B. Henderson 
 
 
 

LAODICEA – A Sunday Morning Address 
 

 
 
HE Laodiceans were to be spewed out of the Spirit’s mouth as 
being too worldly, more it seems in love with vain pleasures, honors 
and friendships with ungodly men than with friendship with God.  

Being spewed out, (Rev. 3:16) means that they were left to their own devices. 
They were without God-led guidance and in some cases free to pursue worldly 
gain and worldly institutions. In other words they became THE CHURCH 
(rather than The Ecclesia), politically influential and ecclesiastically corrupt. 
This beast, having become dominant and ruthless, is the chief enemy to the 
Word of God, and sought to destroy it in favor of superstition and tradition. 

 By the labors of the apostles and their co-laborers, the oracles of God which 
were formerly committed to the Jews only were now exposed to the great 
Roman world, and Gentiles were now given access to the Gospel message. 
From this time and onwards Gentiles began to share the responsibility that 
comes with having been committed those Holy pages. Since those days the 
oracles of God have been translated into many tongues, and many copies 
multiplied. All this has extended the area and degree of responsibility. Man is 
required to receive with respectful attention that which his Maker wishes him to 
receive, hear, and apply. Otherwise, there will be unpleasant consequences. 
History tells that tale through the continued apocalyptic punishments that were 
poured out on the Roman World due to their corruption of God’s Word and 
persecution of the Faithful Remnant (e.g. Rev 8 & 9) – the continued thread of 
Babylonian apostasy that will result in the final destruction of “Babylon the 
Great” and all those who embrace her lies.    

 The Laodicean state into which the ecclesia lapsed and became fixed as 
“THE CHURCH” embarrassed the word of God and the name of Jesus Christ 
with a multitude of pseudo-professors and theologians, the latter assuming such 
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titles of pride as Pope, Father, Vicar, Minister, Reverend, Bishop, Monseigneur, 
etc.  All these professing to be Christians and Ministers of Jesus Christ have 
taken away the keys to understanding the Bible and replaced them with a host 
of mere human traditions, superstitious suppositions, prejudices, philosophies, 
rituals, sacraments, penances, confessions and yes, idol worship. By these the 
word of God has been made of none effect and a veil drawn over the true 
purpose, meaning, and intent of the Gospel of the Son of God. 

 Human pride, that most difficult of fleshly sins to subdue and eradicate, 
having changed the glory of God into an image made unto corruptible man by 
its lofty and self-delusive philosophizing and theologies was not content unless 
it could exalt this Christian product of human genius and imagined brilliance.  
Consequently, it proceeded to develop the papal form of the Church, affording 
vain man greater scope for his self-worship. Now he could exalt himself and 
magnify himself above all that is called God or worshipped (2 Thes. 2:4). By its 
self-worship and self-delusion the Church established the basis, and built on 
that basis, whereby a terrific judgment awaits it at the coming of Christ.  

 Should a Christadelphian, aspiring to be the remnant of the Woman’s seed 
who keep the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, should 
he/she seek a fellow-feeling with the host of hypocrites and worldlings that 
make up “The Church”. If we do, then the Churches judgment will be ours also, 
Rev 18:8 – “ Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and 
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is 
the Lord God who judgeth her.”  

 Despite the corruptions and distortions of the Laodiceans, God has 
preserved the true intent and meaning of His word amongst a small minority. 
These are styled apocalyptically “the remnant of the woman’s seed which keep 
the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ;” and “the 
temple of God and the alter, and them that worship therein,” among others. 

 Between this minority and the general body of professing Christians and 
others, the truth and faith of Jesus Anointed constitutes an embittering apple of 
discord. The true brethren of Christ labor and wait for a world in which there 
will be glory to God in the highest and peace, righteousness and goodwill 
amongst men. 

 The Laodicean class, however, love this present evil world. It affords them 
ample opportunity to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season and to acquire for 
themselves a little glory before men. However, the remnant of the woman’s 
seed in this present corrupt and ungodly world feel much as Lot may have felt 
in Sodom (Rev. 18:4; 2 Peter 2:8) –  a misfit and a stranger. The Great City of 
the Apocalypse which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, is today found 
everywhere by its spirit, which is the spirit of hostility to the law and spirit of 
the true Deity. Such filthy conversation of the wicked is a present distress for 
the faithful. 
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 The faithful themselves fall into two categories, wise and unwise. Lot, 
though faithful, was unwise, foolish if you will, to let himself get so enmeshed 
with Sodom’s system; and why, but for the sake of material advantage and 
family considerations. So entangled was he that it destroyed his household. 
Abraham, on the other hand, was not only faithful but wise. He kept Sodom and 
the Canaanites at a manageable distance; he repudiated all fellowship with its 
system; he repudiated its friendship and relied on God for his material blessings 
and needs. His independent policy meant he was a stranger and a pilgrim in the 
world of the ungodly; but this is to his credit – he was first and foremost the 
friend of God. His dealings with the ungodly were limited to necessary 
commercial and legal matters. Amongst them he maintained his testimony to 
his faith and the answer of a good conscience. Independence from Sodom’s 
system as reflected in its philosophies, religions, schools, politics and contempt 
for divine law and morality, was with Abraham a matter of policy. He 
persevered in an opposite course that involved him and his house in keeping the 
way of Yahweh. Thus, he preserved himself and his house from the corruption 
that is in the world through lust. His God-oriented policy meant that his life was 
more arduous and uncomfortable than what it would have been had he been a 
friend of the ungodly. But these very hardships forced him to develop skills in 
survival that enabled him to prosper in a world where the ungodly devoured one 
another in their ruthless self-interest. 

 We’ve heard this in our time and it was probably true in the days of Lot; Lot 
may have foolishly believed he could convert the ungodly. He was prepared to 
sit even in the gate of the city, a place where he could monitor and influence the 
goings and comings of the people. Foolishly he imagined that his charitable 
spirit might win people from the evils of Sodom to a life of godliness and the 
truth. 

 This approach never converts the ungodly; rather it encourages them to 
greater arrogance. Yahweh suddenly blasted the people of Sodom out of 
existence, and the same fate awaits multitudes today. Why? Because they 
willfully refuse to see flesh for what it is. To them it is very good and they 
delight to do its work. (Gal.5:19-21) 

 However the heirs of the kingdom recognize what must be done in regard to 
the flesh, they must crucify it. To lose sight of reality in this area is to be in 
danger of losing our garments. Do we need this in simpler terms? We 
jeopardize our chance at salvation. Do we need to put it in even more simpler 
terms? It’s a matter of life and death. Without God in the world, without a 
spiritual mindset, then we are no better off than any other average person in the 
world. 
 This portion of our service this morning is a remembrance, a memorial, an 
opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ. In 
regard to the problems of the flesh and the Laodicean mindset we look unto 
Christ’s  life as a contrast. Dr. Thomas writes in Eureka; “However perfect and 
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complete the moral manifestation of the Deity was in Jesus, the divine 
manifestation was not so concerning the body. He was born of a woman 
therefore flesh. Not angelic like some would have you believe but that which 
was common to the seed of Abraham. Styled by the apostle in his letter to the 
Romans, flesh of sin, in which he says in chapter 7, verse 18 dwells no good 
thing.” (Vol. 1, p. 106).   

 The character of Jesus was holy, harmless, undefiled, without spot, or 
blemish, or any such thing; but his flesh was like our flesh, weak, and unclean. 
Sin, whose wages is death, had to be condemned in the nature that had 
transgressed; a necessity that could only be accomplished by the word 
becoming flesh, Adamic flesh. This, Doctor Thomas writes in Eureka, is a 
commentary on the name of Jesus. Those who deny these necessary things 
concerning that name, deny the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, and so by denying 
the only name under heaven whereby man might be saved they attempt to deny 
even the plan and purpose of God Almighty. 

 The Philadelphian brethren were commended because they had a little 
strength and had “kept my word and hast not denied my name”. The fruit of 
such denial is seen in worldliness, carnality, apathy, sloth, folly, confusion and 
pleasure seeking escapism that troubles the brotherhood – the Laodicean model. 

 The present corrupt and ungodly world seems so vast and real. It contains 
vast numbers of people – But many of those are going to perish in the coming 
day that shall burn as an oven. Only a residue will survive because they will be 
purified by the faith that works by love, agapeo love that is the faith of Jesus 
and His elect. 

 This faith is the only reality; all else is but vanity. Let us put it on as the 
breastplate and for a helmet the hope of salvation. By doing so we will have the 
moral and intellectual courage to not only declare the Name of Jesus Christ, but 
to earnestly and vigorously defend those truths.  

Herb Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcome, and am set down with my Father in his throne – Revelation 
3:21.”  The gospel of the kingdom enables us to understand this promise.  
…it is a promise of association with Jesus in the kingly honours, glories, and 
joys of the new and glorious government which Christ is to establish in the 
land of promise for all the earth at this coming to restore again the kingdom 
to Israel.  This promise also, though offered to the Laodiceans in the first 
place, is extended to every believer by the postscript appended to every 
message: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
Churches.”   

Thirteen Lectures on the Apocalypse – Robert Roberts, p. 24 
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LESSSONS LEARNED FROM 

PROVIDENCE – conclusion 
 

                 Christ 

O man had a better understanding of how Providence, or “Divine 
guidance and care,” worked in his life than Jesus Christ.  We have 
considered the lives of Abraham, Joseph, and Paul and sought to 

demonstrate how their recognition of the outworking of Providence in their 
lives resulted in such admirable and necessary character traits as:  

 1) Faithfulness 
 2) Patience (especially in trial)  
 3) Earnest Prayer for strength and guidance  
 4) Zealous Actions that were the result of their convictions and beliefs, and  

5) the Peace and Comfort in their lives that resulted from the perfecting of 
these character traits and their understanding of the Ways of the Lord.   

 When considering what is written regarding the life of Christ, we are struck 
by the recognition that, being the manifestation of Yahweh, he was completely 
in tune with the way in which his Father always worked within his life, through 
the Elohim, and he therefore perfectly and completely exemplified those 
character traits that all other Believers can only demonstrate in part.  Because 
his entire life is a demonstration of these attributes, we will only look at an 
overview of each trait and thereby seek to gain a better appreciation of how 
Christ truly is the example that we must seek to emulate.  By doing so, we 
desire to follow in his righteous footsteps during our mortality so that 
mercifully the Lord will allow us to follow him into immortality and perfection.       

Faith 
 Having complete and steadfast trust in His Father enabled Christ to 
unwaveringly follow the Will of Yahweh even when he was unsure of the 
eventual outcome of a specific situation.  For example, being convinced that the 
time of his death had not yet arrived, he demonstrated his faith in Yahweh’s 
unseen guidance and protection by his continued zealous preaching of the Word 
and the constant healing of those with infirmities, while knowing that the 
leaders of the Jews sought to kill him for doing these things.  He did not shrink 
from what he knew to be the Will of his Father for fear of his life or in an 
attempt at self-preservation, but instead openly taught in the presence of the 
Pharisees, Chief Priest, Scribes, Sadducees and all others who sought his life; 
knowing that the Lord would always preserve him until he willfully laid down 
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his own life in sacrifice.  In fact, he constantly contended with those so-called 
spiritual leaders who opposed him, criticizing their flawed teachings and 
exposing their hypocritical ways while showing that he truly was that light that 
shined upon the darkness that exposed their sinful deeds.  Their incompetence 
was on display for all of the people to witness when Christ systematically 
dismantled their objections and accusations until finally it is recorded that they 
ceased to ask questions or publicly debate him because they were unsuccessful 
in doing so.  Though they desired to kill him, the unseen but always near hand 
of Yahweh prevented them from doing so, and Christ was emboldened by this 
understanding and recognition.  In the greatest display of Faithfulness in the 
unseen hand of the Almighty Lord, Christ willfully laid down his life in 
sacrifice on the crucifixion stake, never doubting that His Father would fulfill 
the promise of resurrection from the grave and the glorification of his faithful 
son.  Never is it recorded that he expressed doubt, questioning, or uncertainty in 
Yahweh, displaying conviction that can only be the result of a perfect Faith in 
the unseen but ever-present Lord.   
 
It is not just in the large and obvious aspects of life that Christ displayed this 
faith that Yahweh would care and provide for, guide, and preserve him, for he 
lived from day-to-day not knowing where his next meal would come from or 
where he might lay his head that evening, fully trusting that His Father would 
provide all of these necessities if he continued to “seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness.”  This daily testimonial of Christ’s faith is a great 
example of how the Believer is to seek to apply the understanding of 
Providence to both great and small events throughout our lives.   

Patience 
 Christ’s patience and confidence in the Divine Care of Yahweh was 
constantly on display throughout his life to all those who viewed and 
scrutinized him, as he understood and was convinced that his patience through 
tribulation would ultimately result in exaltation and glorification.  Like the 
Passover Lamb that was scrutinized both externally for signs of spots or 
blemishes before being internally scrutinized for any signs of uncleanness, 
Christ’s character, faithfulness, and walk was constantly on display to the 
throngs of people who followed him from place to place, desiring to witness a 
miracle, seeking to catch him in hypocrisy, or sometimes to hear his words of 
Truth.  When considering his patient endurance throughout his three-year 
ministry in which he was constantly engulfed by the mass of people while in 
constant contention with the Religious Leaders of the Jews, there is no better 
example of the long-suffering attribute that the Believer must cultivate while 
waiting for the Ways of Yahweh to be made known to him and working in the 
vineyard of the Lord.   

 Christ’s humility in submitting to his crucifixion is yet another great 
demonstration of his patience during trial and the acceptance of tribulation that 



                                                      1st QUARTER, 2012                                              35 

 
was required of him, though he possessed the power and ability to escape from 
the great difficulty that he willingly endured.  At his arrest he declares in Matt. 
26:53-54, “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall 
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?  But how, then, shall the 
scriptures be fulfilled, that this it must be?”  As demonstrated in this passage, 
he understood and accepted the difficulty that was his to endure with patience, 
because he was faithful to what Yahweh required of him.  When he was later 
accused and questioned by Caiaphas the High Priest, the Scriptures reveal in 
Matt. 26:62-63 that, “the High Priest arose and said unto him, Answerest thou 
nothing?  What is it which these witness against thee?  But Jesus held his 
peace.”  When, as recorded in Matt 26:67 that they, “spat in his face, and 
buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands,” Christ 
showed great restraint that can only be the result of confidently knowing that 
only through patient and faithful endurance during tribulation can one be 
prepared for the glory that is promised.  Having resigned himself through 
faithful conviction that it was time for him to fulfill the purpose for which he 
was sent—the laying down of his life so that those like us might live—he 
patiently and without complaint endured the atrocities of the crucifixion.  In 
Matt. 27:12-14 is recorded that, “When he was accused by the Chief Priests and 
elders, he answered nothing.  Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how 
many things they witness against thee?  And he answered him never a word, 
insomuch that the governor marveled greatly.”  Christ’s submission to the 
humility and shame of the crucifixion is the greatest act of obedience in the 
history of this dispensation.  Only through his understanding, faith, and 
conviction in the Divine guidance and care of Yahweh, defined as Providence, 
was he able to lay down his life in complete obedience to Yahweh – without 
compliant and without question – knowing that he would receive the unseen 
reward that was promised.   

Prayer 
 Christ’s faithful and patient endurance throughout his life was made possible 
by the earnest and fervent prayer that he constantly engaged in.  Paul instructed 
the brethren in 1st Thess. 5:17 to “pray without ceasing,” meaning, “without 
interruption,” and Christ’s life provides example to the truth told in James 4:8 
that if we “draw nigh unto God, He will draw nigh unto you.”  Throughout his 
life Christ sought the guidance, strength, and comfort that results from earnest 
prayer to Yahweh, while always giving thanksgiving and praise to his Glorious 
Father.  The Believer is privileged with the ability and invitation to approach 
the Eternal Creator of the universe through the intercession of His Son!  To 
neglect this is to walk most foolishly and reject so great an opportunity.  
Certainly prayer is the conduit to access the Divine Care of Yahweh throughout 
our lives and Christ demonstrates the importance of engaging in thoughtful 
prayer both in daily life and in times of great trail and difficulty.  He 
demonstrates the latter in such references as Matt. 26:39, 42, and 44 while in 
the Garden of Gethsemane as he recognized that the time of his suffering and 
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crucifixion was near.  The passages show that he approached the Lord three 
successive times in seeking guidance and strength for the severe trial that 
awaited him.  Matt 26:39 reads, “And he went a little further, and fell on his 
face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.”  Notice the demonstration of 
the character attributes that were the result of his understanding of the 
providential work of Yahweh in his life.  Because he did not know exactly how 
the coming events would proceed, he prayed for guidance and mercy from his 
Father in the hope that the difficulty of what was necessary for him to 
accomplish might pass quickly*.  His faith and confidence in His unseen Father 
is therefore wonderfully expressed in his conclusion that, “not as I will, but as 
thou wilt.”  This phrase spoken by Christ is perhaps the best example in the 
Scriptures of one who truly understood the Ways of Providence and the 
necessity to faithfully surrender to the Will of Yahweh, having complete 
confidence that, so long as he faithfully endured, He would lead him safely 
through not only the coming trial, but throughout his entire life.  It is a 
recognition and faithful confidence that all Believers must seek to foster 
throughout our lives. 

Righteous Action 
 Christ’s confidence and faith that was the result of his belief and prayer 
manifested itself in faithful action that is required of every Believer who is 
baptized into the name of Jesus Christ.  His entire life was one of action that 
was prompted by his zealous belief and faith in Yahweh.  James 2:18 states, “I 
will shew thee my faith by my works,” and this is certainly the case in the life of 
Christ.  Even at the young age of 12 he proclaimed to his confused parents, 
“Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?”  During the entire 
three years of his ministry, when he was revealed as the light to the world with 
great signs, miracles, and teachings, he lived a life of constant work and action, 
as he took every initiative to glorify his Father’s Name and fulfill the purpose 
for which he was sent, i.e. to provide the means of reconciliation to a fallen 
creation.  He was constantly surrounded by the mass of people whom he could 
not escape to the point of physical exhaustion, being like the burnt offerings 
under the Law of Moses that represented him in that he was burned up in his 

                                                
* It is the view of the editors of the S.K. that Christ’s petition to the Father was not one of asking 

for the time of suffering to “pass quickly”, as we can find no substantive support in the original 
language for this; but that in fact Christ, in the face of excruciating suffering and shame, was 
showing a desire for deliverance.  There was no sin in this, in that his immediate response (similar 
to his responses to the Wilderness temptations) was his complete, voluntary submission to the 
Father’s will despite the self-preserving instincts of the flesh nature - “nevertheless not My will, 
but Thine be done.”  In Mark 14:35 it is stated that Christ prayed that “if it were possible, the hour 
might pass from Him.”  Bullinger indicates that the request has nothing to do with the passing of 
time but “what is done in that time.” John 12:27 would appear to confirm this when Christ stated, 
“Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say?  Father save Me from this hour: but for this cause 
came I unto this hour.”   We would refer the reader to pp. 304,305 of Nazereth Revisited for 
further consideration. – Ed.    
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zeal for the ways of his Father.  Certainly it should be recognized that in all 
ways he “redeemed the times,” or “made full use of every opportunity,” given 
him to show his faith by his actions.  He did not know the exact manner in 
which his life would continue, but his zealous belief prompted him to take 
action, while trusting that the LORD would guide him appropriately in his life.  
There is no better example than this as to how we as Believers should live our 
lives.   

Peace 
 Christ’s faith, trust, and confidence in Providence and the conviction that 
Yahweh would be with him throughout his life, providing care, guidance and 
protection resulted in the Peace and Comfort that is inexplicable to those who 
are ignorant of the Truth.  Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6-7 provide an insight 
to this concept, saying, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God.  
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Jesus Christ.”  Certainly Christ demonstrated that he was 
“anxious for nothing,” though his life was filled with daily challenges and 
turmoil – not only with his internal war against the inherited sin that resided in 
his flesh, but also with the chaos that surrounded him during his ministry.  In 
this way, it is recognized that the reference in Matt 8:24-26 is a parable of his 
life, as it reads, “And behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch 
that the boat was covered with the waves; but he was asleep.  And his disciples 
came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us; we perish!  And he saith 
unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?  Then he arose, and rebuked 
the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.”  Fellow Believers, if we 
gain an understanding of the Divine Ways of Providence in our lives, even 
though the winds and waves of the stormy sea of life crash all around us and 
breathe threats of our demise and destruction, we will take comfort and peace in 
knowing that the Lord will never leave or forsake us so long as we draw nigh 
unto him and faithfully seek His Ways.    

 Let us therefore earnestly and constantly engage in sincere and zealous 
study of the Scriptures and a desire to understand the Ways of Providence –   
Studies that will then lead to faith; Faith that will then lead to earnest and 
fervent prayer to the Lord; Prayer that will provide guidance and strength 
throughout our lives; Guidance and Strength that will result in action and 
initiative in seeking to do God’s Will.  Only then will we be enabled to 
patiently persevere in peace and comfort during all trial and difficulty while 
awaiting the return of Jesus Christ, the establishment of the Kingdom, and the 
glorification of the Faithful. 

Arthur Sankey  
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A CALL TO RIGHTEOUSNESS         

 IN A TIME OF APOSTASY
 
 

 
ODAY we often hear and read of the "Occupy" movement which 
uses as its rallying cry: "We are the 99%."  Yahweh, in His infinite 
wisdom, has given us a Scriptural example of the 99%.  

Remembering the words of the apostle Paul in regard to the record of Israel – 
“now these things were written for our examples”, we provide the following 
comparison.  
 

   NATURAL ISRAEL  SPIRITUAL ISRAEL

Called out of Egypt to be God’s 
people (Ex. 19:5,6) 

Called out of the world to be 
God’s people (Heb. 3:1) 

“Baptized” in the sea (1 Cor. 
10:1,2) 

Baptized with water (Mark 16:16) 

Ate manna in the wilderness (Ex. 
16:13) 

Have the Word of God as we 
wander in the wilderness of this 
world (Col. 3:16 

Ate quail in the wilderness (Ex. 
16:13) 

We are to progress to eating the 
“meat” of the word (Heb. 5:14) 

They saw the water from the rock 
(Ex. 17:6), the fire on the 
mountain and heard the voice of 
the LORD (Ex. 20:8,9)  A few 
chosen ones even “saw” the 
manifestation of the God of Israel 
(Ex. 24:9-11).   

We have seen natural disasters 
wrought by Yahweh (Job 38:1-41), 
we have the witness of Israel’s 
existence, we have our faith in 
Christ (John 4:10).  A few chosen 
ones have even been called out to 
be teachers and speakers of 
God’s Word (James 3:1).   

Yet in spite of all this… 
When Moses (the Redeemer) was 
so long in coming down, the 
people turned to idolatry (Ex. 
32:1) 

When Christ (the Redeemer) has 
been so long in coming down, the 
people have turned to false 
teachings and the ways of this 
world (2nd Tim. 4:3) 

Aaron blamed the people (Ex. 
32:22-44) 

Are today’s spiritual leaders, in the 
same manner, also giving into 
ecclesial pressures to “modernize” 
with the times?  Will they also 
blame the people? 
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Moses cried out and said 
“Whoever is for the LORD, come 
to me” and all the Levites rallied to 
him (Ex. 32:26).   

Where will we stand in relation to 
Christ at his coming, “Whoever is 
for the LORD, come to me?”  Will 
we be among the Levites or those 
still cavorting with idols? 

The Levites were ordered to take 
swords and kill brother, friend and 
neighbor and 3,000 died (Ex. 
32:27,28) 

Are we willing to cut off our 
brother, friend, and neighbor 
NOW so we may be counted 
among the Levites? (Matt. 
10:37,38) 

 
Thinking upon the numbers 

      It is estimated that two and one half million Israelites came out of 
Egypt.  Numbers 3:39 tells us that there were 22,000 Levites, counting from 
one month old and upward.  Therefore, there were considerably less than 
22,000 of fighting age.  THAT IS LESS THAN ONE PERCENT of the total 
amount that came out of Egypt.  Only ONE PERCENT rallied to Moses for the 
LORD’S sake.  Given that Yahweh is always just, we can assume that the 3,000 
that died that day were those actively participating in the revelry.  But, what of 
the other 99%? - approximately 2,250,000 people!!!!!   They could console 
themselves that “I didn't ask for this golden calf”, “I'm not participating in the 
revelry”, “I don't really believe this false teaching.”  BUT WHEN MOSES 
CRIED OUT, THEY CONTINUED TO SIT INSTEAD OF RALLYING TO 
THE LORD'S SIDE.  Did they say, “What will it cost me?”  “Will I have to 
take up arms against my brother, my friend, my neighbor?”  “I don't want to 
really get involved in all this controversy.”  

 WILL WE BE AMONG THE 1% WHEN THE LORD RETURNS? OR 
WILL WE BE LIKE ANCIENT ISRAEL, THE 99% WHO DIDN'T WANT 
TO MAKE A DECISION?  

 “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be 
deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall 
call.”  (Joel 2:32). 

Submitted by one of our readers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2 
 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of 
the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I 
command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above 
all nations of the earth:  And all these blessings shall come on thee, and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. 
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UA08 REVISITED 
 

 
 
N light of the fact that some brethren in North America seem to be 
unaware of the current status of the UA08/NASU signatory ecclesias in 
Ontario and Illinois, we are providing the following facts for 

informational purposes.  The Unity Agreement 2008 (UA08) has been in 
operation since 2008.  Though there was a “pause” in fellowship among the 
UA08 group by some of the Amended participants in Toronto in March of 
2009, this was lifted in 2010, and the agreement has been fully operational 
since this time.  All the Unamended ecclesias in Ontario (except for Woodstock 
and Mountain Grove) as well as 4 in Illinois have accepted the UA08 and are 
supposed to follow its fellowship policy. 

 The following quotations have been lifted directly from the UA08 
documentation.  They are openly available online at www.ua08.ca.  Read for 
yourself the compromises the formerly Unamended members were willing to 
make for “unity”.   Everything seen in italics is a direct quote from the UA08 
documentation. 

 All 13 signatory Ecclesias (Amended and Unamended) to the UA08 agreed 
to the following statement that is found on page 9 of the NASU document 
regarding fellowship, and this fact is repeatedly emphasized on the UA08 
website: 

“It is understood and agreed that the doctrines to be believed and taught by 
us are the first principles of the One Faith as revealed in the Scriptures. The 
two principal statements of faith, The Birmingham Amended Statement of 
Faith (BASF) and The Birmingham Unamended Statement of Faith (BUSF), 
as set out herein, (including the Doctrines to Be Rejected and The 
Commandments of Christ) understood as expressed in this document 
represent a true and common definition of the One Faith.” 

 This being the case, we must look to the UA08/NASU document, not the 
BUSF or BASF to see what the members of the signatory ecclesias believe and 
teach.  On page 6 of the NASU document we find presented the position on 
Resurrectional Responsibility.  Here you will find quoted Clause 24 from the 
BASF, with the following comments: 

“We understand that the amendment (set out in parentheses in the quoted 
clause above) was inserted to guard against the teaching that God is 
restricted to raising only those in covenant relationship, and that in this 
regard His hands are effectively tied by His own laws. With this in mind, we 
affirm our belief of the following:” 
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• “God’s hands are not tied in any way from raising for condemnation 

any rebels and unbelievers He deems to be so deserving, regardless 
of whether they are baptized or unbaptized.” 

• “Based on the intrinsically interwoven factors of knowledge and 
calling, God will raise to condemnation those rebels and unbelievers 
whom His justice so demands. As humans, none can determine who 
has been called according to knowledge to submit to His will.” 

 Furthermore, the following “Mutual Assurances” appear on page 7 of the 
NASU document: 

“Discussion Notes on Resurrectional Responsibility General Principle 
1. Rejection of God’s knowledge and calling are grounds of 
condemnation and punishment by God. The following are a few of the 
scriptural references that reveal this principle: Prov. 1:20-33; Luke 
10:13-16, 12:47-48; John 3:19; 9:39-41; 15:22; Acts 17:30-31; James 
4:17. 

Application of General Principle to Resurrectional Judgment 
2. Divine wisdom and justice alone will determine who should be raised 
from the dead to be condemned and punished on these grounds. It is 
certain that His will is righteous and shall be done. 

3. No human can identify or quantify individuals in this category with 
certainty.” 

“G. Trust was undermined in an earlier unity initiative when some 
brethren asserted the definite view that “God can raise those outside 
covenant, but He won’t.” This is perceived by some brethren to be a 
very slight shade away from the more extreme position (He can’t). It is 
agreed that this view is inconsistent with the principles stated in the 
three numbered points above and with God’s sovereign right to exercise 
His divine will according to His righteousness, wisdom and mercy. It is 
agreed the NASU statement precludes this assertion.” 

 It should be evident from these statements that though the formerly 
Unamended ecclesias are still permitted to use the BUSF, they are doing so 
while understanding it “as expressed in this document” – i.e., the NASU.  
When understood this way, they make the BUSF teaching identical to the 
BASF teaching, as proven by the preceding quotations.  This makes it an easy 
step to admit, as is done on page 9, the following: 

“It is recognized that the basis of inter-ecclesial fellowship outside North 
America remains the BASF. Visitors in good standing from these ecclesias 
outside North America are welcome at the memorial table.” 

 The Amended nature of the agreement is abundantly clear from the second 
of two “final clarifications” added to the NASU to make up the UA08.  This 
second clarification states: 
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“That it is affirmed, that: Men are responsible to the resurrection to 
condemnation who refuse subjection to the will of God when their 
circumstances are such as to leave them no excuse for such refusal, and 
that rebels and unbelievers, who deserve punishment will rise at the 
resurrection to receive that punishment without reference to the question 
whether they are baptized or not. It is impossible for any man to say who 
are so deserving. We know that God is just and will do no unrighteousness.” 

 The true depth and breadth of the formerly Unamended ecclesias’ 
compromises become evident in the supporting literature found on the UA08 
website.  The following is from a letter titled “What the UA08 ecclesias stand 
for”, also available on the UA08 website: 

“We accept the Unamended ecclesias that have accepted the UA08 and are 
confident that their ecclesias do not believe or teach any of the doctrines 
historically associated with the division. We trust their word (repeated in 
their letter of April 21,2006) that they will not allow such doctrines to be 
taught in their ecclesias.” 

 As everyone should be well aware of at this late day, “the doctrines 
historically associated with the division” are far more than the doctrine of 
covenant-based resurrection, as believed by steadfast Unamended brethren.  
This is evident from the NASU itself, which deals with four particular areas: 
Adamic Condemnation; The Lord’s Involvement In His Own Sacrifice; In 
Adam/In Christ; and Resurrectional Responsibility.  These subjects generally 
define the points where disagreement has been evident between the two bodies 
in the past, though we would probably include the subject of The Purpose and 
Efficacy of Baptism in this list.  These “doctrines” involve the fundamentals of 
the atonement, disagreement concerning which was the true cause of the 
original division.  It is the Unamended understanding of these “doctrines 
historically associated with the division” which the signatory ecclesias have 
assured their Amended counterparts they “do not believe or teach”, nor will 
they  “allow such doctrines to be taught in their ecclesias”.   

 On January 25, 2012 the formerly Unamended signatories to the UA08 gave 
a presentation for the non-participating Amended ecclesias in London and Book 
Road.  The stated purpose of this meeting was “to facilitate better 
understanding of the UA08 Unamended ecclesias, our beliefs, our approach 
and our commitment to achieve unity on a sound Biblical basis.” (pg. 5)   

 This presentation has been posted on the UA08 website as well, and is 
openly available to any who may be interested.  The following are some of the 
more notable statements from that presentation.  Please keep in mind that this 
was authored entirely by members of the formerly Unamended Guelph and 
Toronto North ecclesias, and is representative of all 10 formerly Unamended 
UA08 signatory ecclesias. 

pg.  22: "Inherited Legal Condemnation”  
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One phrase not mentioned in this slide is Inherited Legal Condemnation. 
This phrase we have never used and as Unamended Brethren, were not 
exposed to in our upbringings, or in the course of fellowship in the 
Unamended community. However, you have used it continuously to 
describe a doctrine you suppose we espouse. You have often quoted excerpts 
from our January 23, 2010 presentation, yet have never quote the following 
statement: “It is well established that our ecclesias do not teach that there 
is any legal condition or impediment that restricts God from raising and 
judging someone who is not baptized.” 

Pg. 29: "Many (most?) in the Unamended community have held a position 
on fellowship that our three ecclesias respect and agree with. We do not 
believe in, or support the idea of contamination by association, insofar as 
its application among Christadelphian Brethren is concerned. Our 
position has always been made known by a positive citation of our basis of 
doctrinal understanding, whether it was the BUSF (or quite commonly “the 
BUSF and other statements that are sufficiently close” - to allow the 
inclusion of Amended brethren).”   

NOTE: though it is claimed that such a latitudinarian statement is “quite 
[common]”, we have only attended one reportedly Unamended function where 
something resembling this was stated, and this was as a child prior to baptism.  
We have never been back to that function since.  All of the functions we have 
otherwise attended almost entirely define their basis of fellowship to be the 
principles defined in the BUSF “exclusively” – A.K. 

Pg. 39 “Lately, however, questions relating to this area of doctrine have 
been raised – mainly in general terms or assertions.  Recognizing this and 
the current ongoing discussions, we [Unamended UA08 signatories—A.K.] 
recently in a letter to the Toronto ecclesias (dated Nov. 18, 2009) included 
the following statement: 

‘It is well established that our ecclesias do not teach that there is any 
legal condition or impediment that restricts God from raising and 
judging someone who is not baptized.’ 

“This succinct statement should provide assurance to any of these 
concerns that have been raised.  More recently, we were made aware of a 
proposed specific clarification—referred to as clarification 4—which you 
are currently considering.  The concern being addressed apparently is 
related to the term or expression ‘inherited legal condemnation’—a term 
we neither use nor teach.  We believe that our statement mentioned earlier 
(quote above) fully satisfies the concerns that have been raised” 

Pg. 43: “By way of assurance to our Amended brethren, we reject the 
assertion that God cannot or definitely will not raise to judgment those 
outside covenant relationship, and we will not tolerate such teaching in 
our ecclesias” 
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 From evidence such as this, it is obvious that the 10 formerly Unamended  
ecclesias of the UA08 have renounced their distinguishing Unamended beliefs 
and are therefore not practicing Unamended Christadelphians any longer.  They 
no longer believe, teach, or meet upon the principles outlined in the BUSF; 
rather, they believe, teach, and meet upon the principles expressed in the 
UA08/NASU understanding/interpretation of the statement of faith.  It is these 
principles unto which those who continue to attend UA08 ecclesias (and 
functions sponsored by these ecclesias) are bidding Godspeed.  It is these 
principles unto which those who continue to invite UA08 members to 
participate in their ecclesial functions are also bidding Godspeed. 

Adam Kuipers 

 

EDITORIAL FLYLEAF 
 

TFTW Ramblings 
 It is very seldom that we look at the WCF, Thought for the Week blog spot, as the 
writer of that series has long crossed over the line from Truth to “another gospel” – i.e. 
apostasy.  But we were recently informed of his latest diatribe under the series title of 
“Reformation” – an attempt to reveal the need and solutions for a Christadelphian 
reformation.  Though we certainly agree that there is a need for reformation – by a 
return to the “old paths”; in contrast the TFTW writer continues to draw brethren and 
young people back into the beliefs and philosophies of the Apostasy.   In one of the 
recent installments (Part 2), the writer heralds the cooperation that they had in feeding 
the poor side by side with a Catholic Priest in South Africa during a missionary trip.   
The suggestion being made that the churches should not be viewed as “competitors” 
but something that can be worked with and learned from.  Quoting, “Other churches 
can also teach us things on outreach, social ministries and insight into some Biblical 
passages. These other churches are not the spiritual and moral wasteland that we all 
too often paint them to be.”  As the Scriptures describe such as The Harlot, or 
“daughters” of the Harlot, we rely on the Scriptures themselves that draw quite the 
opposite conclusion as to what our affection and association towards the churches 
should be and not the humanistic/ecumenical conclusions of the TFTW author.   
 He goes on (in Part 4) to bemoan the restrictive fellowship practices of what he 
deems as the “20%” versus the more inclusive “80%”.   He refers to the “20%” as 
practicing “document-based, daisy chain fellowship practices.”  He bemoans the use 
of a SOF as a basis of fellowship – as he has before – by stating, “Document-based 
fellowship is the idea that a Statement of Faith is the basis for our fellowship. 
Speaking plainly, this is false doctrine. This concept was born in the Council of 
Nicaea in 325AD alongside the Trinity.” 
 Brethren, we only mention these things in that this is where the “mainstream” of 
Christadelphia is headed – make no mistake about it.  With the tolerance and 
acceptance of this kind of thinking growing, it is most advantageous to be aware of the 
continual flow of erroneous views that are deceiving the very elect.    – S.K.    


