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Atonement" teachers all deny. Those five words are replaced with this phrase, "though Son 
of God he partook of the same nature--the same flesh and blood--as all of us, but did not sin. 
In his death he voluntarily declared God's righteousness; God was honored and the flesh 
shown to be by divine appointment rightly related to death." Since this addendum teaches 
that a man is not sinful till he acts in a sinful manner, they can agree to the saying that the 
body is shown to be related to death, without admitting that the body itself is Sin and was 

condemned. Again this strikes at the root of bro. Thomas' teaching saying "Inasmuch as this 
evil principle pervades every part of the flesh, the animal nature is styled 'sinful flesh'; that 
is, flesh full of sin." "SIN could not have been condemned in the body of Jesus if it had not 
existed there...the purpose of God was to condemn sin in the flesh, a thing that could not 
have been accomplished if there was no sin there." (Elpis Israel pg 126-127).        

 

 After an expected string of defensive remarks by a Central Fellowship individual 

defending the change of wording introduced by Cooper-Carter – “The goal was to 

express the Truth in plain English” … “The goal was to uphold actual Bible Truth, not John 

Thomas’ peculiar way of explaining it” – what comes next we find rather shocking and 

extremely disturbing.   

 The same Amended individual goes on to state – “This is the mainstream 

Christadelphian teaching.  We don’t teach ‘that the body itself is sin’.”    That is of no surprise 

to us as coming from someone of Central – but it is the answer of the Unamended 

brother, who should be defending the Scriptural principle of the inherited sin-nature, 

that we find incomprehensible.   The Unamended brother states in response – “I am 

UA, and I do not believe that the human “body” = sin.”    

 Now Brethren, what is this? In fact our bodies, our very existence is equal to sin, 

hence the term “sinful flesh” (Rom. 8:3), which is not an existence that is just capable 

of sinning but itself is considered as “unclean”.  We have no Scriptural grounds to 

disagree with bro. Thomas’ “peculiar way of explaining it”  when he emphatically 

declares in Elpis Israel – “Sin, I say, is a synonym for human nature.  Hence, the flesh 

is invariably regarded as unclean (p. 130).”   And to further demonstrate the point in 

the same paragraph he observes, “Sin could not have been condemned in the body of 

Jesus, if it had not existed there. His body was as unclean as the bodies of those he 

died for; for he was born of a woman, and ‘not one’ can bring a clean body out of a 
defiled body; for ‘that,’ says Jesus himself, ‘which is born of the flesh is flesh’ (John 

3:6).”   Other supporting Scriptures to consider include: Job 14:4; 25:4; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 

3:9; Rom. 6:6; Rom. 7; Rom. 5:19; Coll. 2:13; Heb. 10:22; and taught by types under 

the Law such as the ordinances surrounding leprosy and the Red Heifer, and what we 

see in regard to Christ’s own relationship to sin and the condemnation of it in his own 

body (Rom. 8:3; 2nd Cor. 5:21; Heb. 2:14, 17, 18; Heb. 4:15.)      

 How, then, can someone calling themselves “Unamended” believe such a thing as  

a matter of conviction and also declare it in a public forum? Among other fundamental 

errors that have crept their way into the Unamended community, is error regarding the 

nature of man and sin’s flesh yet another matter that we will have to contend with 

among those who call themselves Unamended Christadelphians?   

4th QUARTER S.K. 

 We apologize for having allowed external circumstances to slow up the publication 

of the 3rd Quarter S.K.  We are preparing the 4th Quarter, even as this issue goes 

through the final stages of preparation.   Yahweh willing, we hope to have the 4th 

Quarter issued by the end of December.        

 

  

 

CONDITIONS OF SALVATION 

• Belief of the gospel and baptism (Mark 16:16) 

• Holiness (Heb. 12:4) 

• Self-denial (Mark 8:34) 

• Uncommon righteousness (Matt. 5:20) 

• Childlike disposition (Luke 18:16) 

• Doing the commandments (Rev. 22:14) 

• Overcoming (Rev. 21:7) 

• Holding fast the confidence and hope firm to 
the end. (Heb. 3:14) 

• Keeping in memory the gospel (1st Cor. 15:2) 

• Not fainting (Gal.6:9) 

• Continuing in the faith grounded and settled, 
and not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel (Col. 1:23) 

• Endurance to the end (Matt. 24:13) 

• Keeping the garments undefiled (Rev. 3:4) 

• Doing the will of God (1st John 2:17) 

• Sowing to the Spirit (Gal. 6:8) 

• Diligence in spiritual directions (2nd Pet. 
1:4;1:10) 

• Not loving the world (1st John 2:15) 

• Being spiritually minded (Rom. 8:6) 

• Mortifying the deeds of the body (Rom. 8:13) 
Bro. F.R. Shuttleworth, The Christadelphian, Oct., 1875, p. 446  
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“Ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar”  
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“Ye are…an holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices.” 

 I Peter 2:5 

“Thou hast kept My Word and hast not denied My Name”- Rev. 3:8 
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  PEER PRESSURE 
N John 12:42-43, we find these telling words about the generation that 

lived with Christ at His first advent.  “Nevertheless among the chief 

rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did 

not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:  For they loved 

the praise of men more than the praise of God.” 

 These verses tell us a lot about the lack of spiritual courage of men and the 

influence of humanism on the actions of those who prefer the multitude of 

mankind rather than the separateness of a life dedicated solely to the service of 

Yahweh and His Son.  We find a similar situation in John 9:13-38.  The 22nd 

and 23rd verses reads – “But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who 

hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for 

himself.  These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the 

Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he 

should be put out of the synagogue.” 

 These situations are a classic case of the manifestation of the works of the 

flesh that we now identify as “peer pressure”.  We find these definitions of peer 

pressure in Wikipedia.   

“Peer pressure refers to the influence exerted by a peer group in 

encouraging a person to change his or her attitudes, values, or behavior 
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in order to conform to group norms. Social groups affected include 

membership groups, when the individual is “formally” a member (for 

example, political party, trade union), or a social clique. A person affected 

by peer pressure may or may not want to belong to these groups. They may 

also recognize dissociative groups with which they would not wish to 

associate, and thus they behave adversely concerning that groups behavior.”  
(Emphasis placed by SK).   

 The key statement in this definition is that those who are influenced by the 

pressure of their peers are ready to change their attitudes, values or behavior in 

order to conform to the group norms.  How dangerous this is when we apply 

this to our lives in Christ. 

 Why do we succumb to peer pressure?  How does this impact the believers 

and our young students? 

 From a natural standpoint, we can think of these works of the flesh where 

some may be negatively influenced by those around them - pre-marital sex, 

tattoos and body piercings, supporting and endorsing clothing fads and 

fashions that are un-Christ like, partying and drinking. 
 Spiritual peer pressure can be demonstrated in these ways - supporting those 

who teach false doctrines, fellowshipping those who teach false doctrines, 

attending Ecclesias, bible schools and gatherings where teachers of false 

doctrines are fellowshipped and welcomed. 

 What are the remedies for this kind of personal stress?  The only remedy 

that we have is to rely solely on the teachings in God’s Word.  To develop the 

Mind of Christ and let those spiritual thoughts drive our actions.  We should be 

like the Bereans of the first century and search the Scriptures to prove and test 

the teachings of any man.  We should compare line against line, precept against 

precept.  1st Thessalonians 5:21 reads – “Prove all things, hold fast that which 

is good.” 

 We must maintain a good spiritual balance in our studies and actions 
regarding the principles of walk and doctrine.  We should never be afraid to 

stand up for the defense of the Truth regardless of the consequences from those 

around us.  Paul teaches us in Romans 1:16 that we should not be ashamed of 

the gospel of Christ.  We should not live our lives like the men and women that 

are identified in our earlier readings in the ninth and twelfth chapters of John 

who were afraid to confess Christ because they did not want to be put out of the 

synagogue.  The Truth will always be controversial because it is the Truth.  

During times when these controversies are foremost in our minds, one of the 

unfortunate outcomes is that there will be opposite sides that will be developed 

regarding the controversy.  We should be careful not to associate ourselves with 

one side or the other just because of the individuals that are part of the side that 
we want to be associated with.    Do we associate with one side of the other just 

because of the size of one group?  Are we afraid that we will be put out of the 

“synagogue” for standing up for what is right in God’s eyes?  Are we willing to 

change our “standards” just to remain part of the larger assembly? 
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 We have heard these comments during these current days of spiritual 

controversy.  “Nobody is going to run me off from my home Ecclesia.”  “I have 

gone to that Bible School for a long time and I really enjoy the association and 

friendship with others that attend.”  Brethren, are these valid reasons to 

associate and fellowship with others?  These comments are a perfect 

manifestation of the prideful ways of humanism.  We must maintain the old 
paths of Truth and continue to walk therein and not be influenced by the fear of 

standing against false teaching.   

Except for our fellowship with Yahweh and His Son, the association and 

fellowship with brethren in Christ is one of the most precious things that we can 

enjoy in this world.  However, this spiritual fellowship should be based on 

having the same desire to walk after the example of our Master and having the 

same beliefs as was followed by the godly servants of olden times.  We have 

one standard and that is Christ, the perfect manifestation of His Father’s 

character.  We should not discard our perfect standard of righteousness.  When 

we deny the Truth in the teachings of Christ and His Father, we are in fact 

denying them.  Brethren, we should all know how dangerous that would be in 
our pursuit of eternal life, immortality and a place in God’s Holy Kingdom.  

Why would any brother or sister even consider denying our Saviour?  Those 

who teach false doctrines and those who support these false teachings are doing 

exactly that – denying their Redeemer and soon coming King – all just to 

continue to receive “the praise of men” as our examples from John taught us. 

 Why do some continue to believe that God will overlook those times when 

they voluntarily sit down at the Lord’s Table with brethren that they know have 

different beliefs than they do?  In regard to Bible Schools and Gatherings, it has 

been stated that it doesn’t really matter if we go to these places and fellowship 

the teachers and supporters of false doctrine as this is only done one or two 

times a year.  If it is wrong, then what difference does it make if it is one time 

or 50 times?   Are we not experiencing the drifting away from the standards of 
truth taught and defended by our pioneers in the truth from the beginning of 

time until now?  We must open our eyes and see how these standards are being 

pushed aside.  New standards of fellowship are being created and many seem 

happy to follow these new paths where fellowship is not based on Truth but is 

based on the social association of being under the umbrella of the name of 

being a Christadelphian.   

 We would like to close this section of the SK with this quote from Brother 

Thomas that was recently received in our email.  “The Truth creates ‘sides’; the 

for-it side, and the against-it side; and between these two sides, there is no 

neutral ground.  He that is not for me, saith Jesus, is against me; and he styled 

himself ‘the truth’.  If we are for the truth, we cannot encamp with the enemy, 
and co-operate with them.  Being for the truth, it will place us in the minority, 

and identify us with those who suffer tribulation for the truth’s sake.  He that 

runs with the hare, but holds with the hounds, will never save the fugitive from 

being worried to death.  There were men in the days of Jesus who would preach 

his doctrine, and not speak lightly of him, but would also carefully avoid 
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identification with his unsavory name.  This is referable to the pride of life, love 

of popularity, or to some other equally unworthy thing.  It is certainly a course 

not prompted by a devotion to the truth, or a love of righteousness.  Moses 

acted not thus.  He renounced the throne and treasures of Egypt for the society 

of enslaved brick makers.  The other course evinces indecision of character 

which cannot be approved of the Lord when he appears.”  J. Thomas, Herald, 
1853, reprinted for Jan. 1877 Christadelphian. 

 Brethren, we cannot keep one foot in the house of Truth and one foot in the 

house of error.  As these two houses are getting further and further apart in the 

land of Christadelphians, we will eventually have to make a choice.  Do we 

keep our house on the solid foundations of truth or do we wish to move to the 

house built on the shifting sands of uncertain doctrines and teachings?  Let us 

be a Daniel and stand apart from the influence from those around us who have 

made their choices to continue to associate with those who are straying from the 

one path of truth. 

B. Henderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUTHTHE TRUTHTHE TRUTHTHE TRUTH    
 No kind of knowledge is calculated to work such a change in a man’s character, or 
to give him so much power over himself as the truth.   
  The truth alone gives adequate scope to the highest faculties of our nature; as it also 
exercises the most potent of all restraints upon all other less spiritual tendencies. 
 In any case where the truth fails in producing desirable results it is due either to 
poor soil, poor endeavor, or small and neglected opportunities. 
 The truth in a man’s hand is a staff to help him up the hill of life; a divine counselor 
standing at his right hand; a weapon of offense and defense in every controversy; a 
galaxy of stars on a dark night; a mountain of might for the overcoming of every 
obstacle; and a hill of blessing whereon is spread a delightful banquet of fat things.   
 The truth sufficiently applied makes a man free – free from petty ambitions; free 
from corroding care; free from the power of slavish habits; free from narrow-minded 
sympathies; free from sordid pursuits; free from overweening affections for perishable 
objects; free from mere selfish purposes; and indeed free as the air we breathe – which 
is “at your service” at all times and in all places.   
 The truth kills pride, stamps out viperish animosities, breaks down unrelenting 
barriers, softens the natural hardness of the heart, moistens the asperities of life, 
lightens up the dark valley of the shadow of death, and at last introduces its ravished 
disciples to eternal day. 
 The truth mentally creates a man over again: creates a new heart and a right spirit; 
creates new aspirations, new affections, new joys, new prospects, new obligations, new 
purposes, new friends, and a new life altogether, under new management.  

The Christadelphian, May, 1880 
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L  AODICEA

“And unto the angel of the ecclesia of the Laodiceans write; ‘These things saith 
the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I 
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or 
hot, so then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will (i.e., 

“am about to”) spue thee out of my mouth.’” Revelation 3:14-16 

HESE are the words of Christ, delivered unto John, to the ecclesia at 

Laodicea.  He is the Amen (the “so be it”, “faithful” or “truthful” 

guarantee that what Yahweh has promised will in fact be fulfilled); He 

is the faithful and true Witness (genuine, in contrast with all the shadows and 
types that preceded him); He is the beginning of the creation of God, or in other 

words as the first to be resurrected unto eternal life he is the beginning of the 

spiritual creation – as we read in Colossians 1:, “And he is the Head of the body, 

the ecclesia: Who is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead; that in all 

things he might have the pre-eminence.”  This once spiritually vibrant affiliate 

of the Christ Body was now an object of disgust in the eyes of him for whom all 

matters of the ecclesias were open to his righteous and discerning view.    

Wielding the sword of the spirit with flawless skill, Christ pierces even to the 

dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow discerning the 

thoughts and intents of Laodicean heart – with excruciating and painful 

accuracy, peeling back the veneer of outer appearance and fleshly standards to 

reveal a spiritual condition so destitute of value that Christ was nauseated by 
their state and near the point of vomiting them out from his oversight and care.  

So negative are Christ’s words regarding the Laodicean ecclesia, that even 

Wikipedia makes this comment – “the pejorative (derogatory) term Laodicean 

is used in the English language to refer to those neutral or indifferent in matters 

of faith.”   

 The words delivered to the seven ecclesias no doubt were a lesson to all 

ecclesias both then present and to our own time as to what does and does not 

meet Christ’s approval.  But as we consider the specific subject of Laodicea, as 

an adjective or pejorative term, we find that such characteristics of indifference 

had been played out in the history of Israel as well.  And that the Laodicean 

character would also represent not merely an individual ecclesia but an epoch of 
ecclesial history as an impure woman who was about to give birth to full blown 

apostasy with the rise of Constantine and the Catholic system in the late 3rd and 

early 4th Century (as prophesied of in the 12th chapter of Revelation.)  And, as 

we have often heard, comes to represent the character of the Christ ecclesia 
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shortly before his return to the earth.  It represents a LAST STAGE of 
spiritual decline before complete rejection by Christ. With that in mind we will 

proceed in our consideration of the lessons to be learned by Christ’s specific 

analysis, condemnation of and proscribed solution for the spiritual failure of the 

Laodicean ecclesia.    

 No positive words or redeeming qualities are spoken of the Laodiceans.  It 
should be noted, that unlike the other ecclesias where there were negative or 

apostate attributes addressed by Christ, there were individuals who were noted 

for not allowing their spiritual garments to be influenced and defiled – but in 

Laodicea there were no such undefiled individuals ever mentioned.  Bro. 

Thomas made note of this in Eureka, vol. 1, p. 335 where he stated, “But 

among the Laodiceans the Antipas are not found.”  Antipas, as mentioned in 

Rev. 2:13 under Pergomos, would represent “against all” and would signify a 

remnant of  faithful believers who witnessed against all apostate influences 

such as the Nicolaitanes, Balaamites, Jezebels, Judaizers, false apostles, etc. 

that were corrupting the Christ Ecclesia.  But in Laodicea we see no such 

fighting class or any other undefiled portion mentioned.  Bro. Thomas 
continues, “The Satan was triumphant there, and the faithful witnesses reduced 

to such an insignificant minority as to be noticeable in the prophecy only as an 

hypothesis.  They were a “contemptible few” not submerged in “the depths of 

Satan as they speak;” but not enough of them to save the ecclesia from being 

spued out of the Spirit’s mouth.” 

Lukewarmness Considered 
 What specifically was Laodicea’s sin? Quite simply, they were lukewarm or 

tepid in relation to spiritual matters.  This imagery is drawn from the fact that 

Laodicea’s water supply was transported by aqueduct from hot springs some 

five miles to the south.  By the time the water had reached Laodicea it would 

have been of a mildly warm temperature – hardly refreshing and very difficult 

to drink according to an ancient historian.  In regard to character, it is easy to 

understand the distasteful nature of lukewarmness.   It is without strong 
conviction, it is apathetic and without zeal.  Using a dictionary definition, 

“having or showing little ardor, zeal, or enthusiasm” – in this case in regard to 

spiritual matters.   It is a worthless middle ground, a gray area if you will – but 

as the scriptures plainly teach, there is no neutral ground in spiritual matters.   

There is either hot or cold; as Christ clearly states, “I would thou wert cold or 

hot”.  Both temperature extremes require energy in their production – either 

cold refreshing water quickly delivered from the depths of a well for 

refreshment or the energy of fire and heat to kindle water to a boiling point; but 

no real effort is required in providing that which is lukewarm. 

 The extreme danger and essentially hopeless condition of falling into such a 

state is that such is the opposite of zeal, and the ability to rise out of this lowest 

state of spiritual destitution is extremely difficult.  Christ expresses such in 
Matthew 5:13 when he states, “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 

lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, 
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but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.”  In other faltering 

ecclesias, zeal was still present, and like the zealous apostle Paul previous to his 

conversion, zeal can be re-directed and properly focused – whereas apathy 

leaves very little to be worked with.  But Laodiceanism is more than just 

apathy, but a type of approach to spiritual life in general.  It is clear, and 

something that we will consider more of in a moment, that the Laodiceans did 
not perceive that they were lukewarm, and by outer appearance to others it 

would have probably been difficult to recognize.  They would have been 

attentive to meeting and the memorial service, they would still have held a 

sentimental attachment to Christ and his doctrines.  Nonetheless their spiritual 

sickness was, for all practical purposes, terminal.   As Christ continued, “and 

knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 

naked.”    

 Why was their sickness terminal, and what was the root of their spiritual 

ruin? – the answer is found in vs. 17 -  “Because thou sayest, ‘I am rich, and 

increased with goods, and have need of nothing’”.   The Laodiceans lived in a 

very economically vibrant and wealthy city – having the best of what the 
Empire had to offer in regard to employment, comfort, housing, entertainments 

and the like – and they had embraced such.  They had the good life, and in fact, 

in regard to this natural life, they had need of nothing, just like us today in these 

very comfortable modern times.  This had become a part of their natural 

thought process.  They would not have had to say they were in need of nothing, 

nor would they have to consciously think such a thing – but it was a part of 

their psyche and approach to life nonetheless.  Great irony is drawn out here by 

Christ in that they were in need of nothing in regard to natural concerns, but 

their poverty in spiritual need was profound.  They were starving and on the 

verge of death.  As Christ so wisely stated to Martha in her fretting over natural 

duties – (Luke 10:41,42) “Martha, Martha, thou are careful and troubled about 

many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, 

which shall not be taken away from her.”     In addition to having material 

plenty, the Laodiceans lived their economic, social and personal lives without 

persecution.  As bro. Thomas stated in Eureka, “Being rich, they were 

influential in the state; and being lukewarm, they were not troublesome in 

bearing witness for the truth against the superstitions of the world.  Hence, the 

world ceased to persecute them, because the world loves its own, and they had 

become the world’s, in ceasing to testify against it.”   

 Here we have a one foot in the world and one foot in the Truth approach to 

service.  Such is to hold a sentimental attachment to a set of doctrines, but 

living life with the full benefits, rewards and pleasantries of what this life has to 

offer.  We, as modern day Christadelphians, have become very good at this, 
have we not?  In a sense, having our cake and eating it to.   Enjoying the 

benefits of this present life, while claiming for ourselves some kind of special 

status in relation to God due to our unique doctrinal understanding – with the 

comfort in the back of our minds (not the forefront, and somewhat of a back-up 
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plan) that when this is all over that we will have the benefit of a future Age as 

well.   

 But, self-satisfaction with wealth or relative economic ease is certainly 
not a necessary prerequisite to Laodicean apathy (keeping in mind that it is 

not money itself that is the root of all evil, but “the love of money”).   The 

insidious plague of bored familiarity and ease of spiritual life will breed 
complacency towards spiritual principles in both belief and walk no matter the 

economic status of the Believer.  The zeal that accompanies conversion through 

baptism, or the great passion that is experienced by those who have fought their 

way out of the darkness of apostasy and ignorance; when such gives way to an 

intellectual and moral “cruise control” or even tediousness, then zeal most 

certainly will wane. It is trial and challenge that keeps us active, sharp and fully 

aware of our true source of strength and security – whether it be for natural 

blessings or more importantly, our spiritual blessings.   Through trial we come 

to fully grasp the fleeting nature of this present life and all that it contains, and 

to put our complete and absolute dependence upon Yahweh.  As we read in 

Psalms 119 (vv. 67, 71) – “Before I was afflicted I went astray: But now have I 

kept Thy word… It is good for me that I have been afflicted; That I might learn 

Thy statutes”.  And in Hebrews 12:11 -  “Now no chastening for the present 

seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 

peacable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” 

 Through trial our dependence and service to God becomes the very center of 

all that we are, what we desire, what we think and what we do – instead of it 

being an interesting side note or hobby as it would have become for the 

Laodicean lifestyle.  The good life had provided them with a sense of fullness, 

satisfaction and amusements – where would God and His Son fit into all of 

that?  They delighted in the things that perish and would no doubt find a degree 

of pride in their ability to see and exercise wisdom in the methods and 

understanding needed to be successful in their world; but due to the truly 
empty, vain nature of that which they put value and security upon – they were 

in fact “wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked”.  They just 

didn’t know it, but at the Judgment Seat they certainly will –  where there will 

be “weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth” at the realization of vanities 

pursued and blessings lost.  

Israel and Laodiceanism 
 But the Laodiceans were not the first to fail in that regard – we see such as 

the continuous cycle of the Israelites throughout their history, and the insidious 

plague of ease of natural and spiritual life ruining believers throughout all the 

ages.  Moses prophesied of this fact in Duet 32:15, when referring to Israel as 

“Jeshurun” (which means “Upright One” representative of the “ideal Israel” in 

their initial state) and their subsequent decline into ruin: “But Jeshurun waxed 

fat, and kicked: Thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with 

fatness; then he forsook God (Eloah) which made him, and lightly esteemed the 

Rock of his salvation”. 
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 Now, we want to state here, that the blessings of food and comfort that we 

receive are TRULY blessings from God, and in and of themselves should not be 

demeaned.  But it is when we think that such blessings are a product of our own 

talents and when the pursuit of such things and our pleasure in them begin to 

play an important role in our thought process that we then are in serious danger. 

Prov. 30:8 – “Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with food 

convenient for me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? Or 

lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.”  Matthew 6:31 

– “Therefore take no thought, saying What shall we eat? Or, What shall we 

drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  For after all these things do the 

Gentiles seek.  For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 

things.  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, His righteousness; and all these 

things shall be added unto you.”   We are to, as Christ stated in one of the 

Beatitudes, to “hunger and thirst after righteousness.”   Very simple and plain 

concepts that we are considering here that are greatly complicated by the 

insidious Laodicean mindset.    

 It needs to be strongly emphasized that the Laodicean plague of apathy and 
self-satisfaction creates an environment that is susceptible to the unopposed and 

free run of apostasy.  As long as the belly is full, as long as amusements keep 

the mind entertained and occupied, as long as there is a satisfaction for spiritual 

matters to run themselves, the sharp eye and mind of spiritual watchfulness and 

concern for doctrinal purity grows drowsy.   Going back to the 31st chapter of 

Deuteronomy, vs. 20 – “For when I shall have brought them into the land 

which I sware unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and honey; and they 

shall have eaten and filled themselves and waxen fat; then will they turn unto 

other gods, and serve them, and provoke Me, and break My covenant.”  Back to 

the 32nd chapter, vs. 16 – “They provoked Him to jealousy with strange gods, 

with abominations provoked they Him to anger”.  Vs. 18, “Of the Rock that 

begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.  And 

when the LORD saw it, He abhorred them…”  Vs. 21, “They have provoked me 

to anger with their vanities.” 

 This reality is addressed later on in the prophet Ezekiel (chapter 16), when 

condemning Jerusalem for her sins and comparing her to Samaria and Sodom – 

vs. 49, “Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fullness of 

bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did 

she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.  And they were haughty, and 

committed abomination before Me: therefore I took them away as I saw good.  

Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied thine 

abominations which thou hast done.”    

 Such breeds complacency towards the things that God and Christ hold most 
dear, leading to a corruption that changes the Truth into a lie, into another 

Gospel.  In the void of spiritual exercise through trial and discomfort (just like 

our physical bodies without the strain of exercise), spiritual strength wanes and 

spiritual zeal and clarity deteriorates.  Such a state is a place where the 

Nicolatines, Baalamite and Jezebel representatives can have free run without 
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concern of zealous opposition.  The Laodiceans are content to allow such to 

have free spiritual reign, as they themselves are too busy enjoying the pleasure 

of their natural lives.  Jeremiah 5:31 - “A wonderful and horrible thing is 

committed in the land; The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule 

by their means; and My people love to have it so…”  As we have already 

alluded, it was the Laodicean epoch that allowed for the maturity of the 
Catholic System, leaving spiritual judgment in the hands of the Bishops, priests 

and gnostic (“knowing ones”) philosophers.  The Antipas class, the against all 

class, are nothing more than an annoyance, and disrupters of the “smooth 

things” desired by the majority (whether it was the natural Israelites or the 

spiritual Israelites to follow).  Faithful men, such as Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Christ himself, the apostle Paul (and many others) have 

been the polar opposite of the self-satisfied, self-complacent norm – truly being 

against all; themselves living among those of a similar Laodicean spirit.   

Though the Antipas class may be an irritant, they are not the source of the 

problem as it is the Laodicean spirit, as identified by Christ, that is the 

putrefying and terminal element of spiritual health.   When Ahab finally came 
face to face with the outspoken Elijah he had the nerve to ask Elijah in 

somewhat of a rhetorical manner, “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” Elijah’s 

answer? – “I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that 

ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed after 

Baalim.”  

 Though we are told in the Letters of the Seven Ecclesias that the seeds of 

error had gained a foothold in some of the other ecclesias, it is the Laodicean 

philosophy that provides apostasy the lax environment in which to mature and 

gives a safe, non-judgmental haven to all that is counter to the Doctrine of 

Christ.  The Laodicean condition – through self-satisfaction, apathy and 

compromised discernment – would allow the rise of the gnostics (educated 

“knowing ones”) to interject worldly academic logic, errors and philosophies 
into the Body of Believers.  Such an approach, which was repeated in the 

deterioration of the Protestant Reformation, is also known as 

“latitudinarianism” which means – “permitting or marked by freedom of 

attitude or behavior, esp. in religious matters”.  Does this sound familiar to 

us?   
 But as tolerant and easy-going as the Laodicean philosophy is of “every 

wind of doctrine” it is not tolerant towards those who speak out against it.  In 

preparing Jeremiah against the fierce and vicious opposition that he would face 

in antagonism to the self-satisfied Israelite leaders and people, Yahweh exhorts 

Jeremiah (1:8) to “be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver 

thee.”.  Vs. 19 – “they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against 

thee.”  And in Jeremiah 18:18 the people stated in opposition to Jeremiah, who 

was a disruption to their complacency – “Come, and let us smite him with the 

tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.”   Though Jeremiah tried to 

remain quiet due to the in-humane treatment he received for the testimony of 

the LORD, he could not remain quiet as an example of zeal contrasted with 
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apathy.  Jeremiah 20:9 – “Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him, nor 

speak any more in His name.”  But His word was in mine heart as a burning 

fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay 

(could not refrain).”  Ezekiel was told, in his preparation as a watchman, 3:8 – 

“Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead 

strong against their foreheads.  As an adamant harder than flint have I made 

thy forehead:  fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be 

a rebellious house.”  And of Christ in the face of his persecutors, in the 

prophetic words of Isaiah (50:7), he states, “therefore have I set My face like a 

flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed”.    Spiritual apathy, self-

satisfaction….. in other words Laodiceanism must be opposed no matter the 

personal discomfort or loss of reputation.   

The Solution 
 Though there are indications that Laodiceanism is a terminal, spiritual 

disease – it is not without treatment.  Returning to Revelation 3, a solution is 

offered the Laodiceans for their spiritual rehabilitation.  Verse 18 – “I counsel 

thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich”.   This is the 

gold of tried faith, something that the Laodiceans knew nothing about.  1st Peter 

1:7 – “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 

perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour 

and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”  Such does not mean that we go 

looking for trial and persecution, but such will come if the Saint conducts 

themselves as “strangers and pilgrims” in this world rather than being of the 

world.   And if the Saint stands as a witness for the doctrine of Christ – such 

trial will come, whether it be from the world or from within the Household of 

Faith itself, or the trial that God sends the way of all those He loves according 

to His prerogative.  

 Christ commands them to “buy white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, 

and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.” Rev. 19:8 tells us that such 

white raiment is “the righteousness of the saints” Ironically, Laodicea was 
known for the production of black woolen cloth – something in which the 

Apostate clergy would come to be recognized by. In Matthew 22, Christ gave 

the parable of the invitation to the marriage of the son of a king.  When the king 

arrived we are told that there was a man there that had not on a wedding 

garment.  He was not prepared, he was not clothed with the attire necessary for 

the solemnity of such an occasion.  Let it here be understood that we are not 

accepted by God “just as we are”, as is so often spouted by the mainstream 

churches.  Effort must be exerted in spiritual matters (not complacency or 

familiarity) to develop a character that conforms to God’s will.  A character that 

overcomes the failings of the flesh nature.  (We are not speaking here of the 

Christ atoning covering that we receive at our baptism, but the development of 

necessary character and works.)      
 Christ continues in offering the only workable solution for the Laodicean 

state – “and anoint thine eyes with eysalve.”  Another familiar symbol is put 
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forward to the Laodiceans in that the city was the home of a medical school 

where a famous ophthalmologist practiced.  In the region there was an 

ingredient for the making of eye lotions.  But the medicine they needed was to 

cure their spiritual blindness. They were without SPIRITUAL 

DISCERNMENT! They may have understood aspects of the Gospel as a matter 

of basic theory, but their ability to discern spiritual dangers in doctrine or walk 
– and their ability to perceive error by judging such by their fruits would have 

been virtually non-existent.  They were truly the blind leading the blind.  How 

is such discernment obtained? Paul instructed Timothy to search the scriptures 

which are “able to make thee wise unto salvation.”   

The Need for Spiritual Discernment 
 Spiritual discernment is not natural to us.  It comes from continued growth 

in understanding and proper application of the Word of God.  In 1st Cor. 2:14 

we read that, “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 

they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 

spiritually discerned.”  Being able to answer questions for a baptismal exam 

does not qualify as the full faculty of spiritual discernment.  As we read in 

Hebrews 5:13, 14 – “For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of 

righteousness: for he is a babe.  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of 

full age (spiritual age), even those who by reason of use have their senses 

exercised to discern both good and evil.”  Lack of such discernment, whether 

one is incompetent, a babe in the truth or has grown apathetic, means that there 

is no ability in which to identify questionable teachings or actions – in other 

words to properly identify the subtleties of the serpent influence (in one’s own 

self through self-examination or in others).  Laodiceanism lacks deep 

discernment in the things of God.  Without spiritual discernment Eve was 

beguiled from the truth by the Serpent’s subtle arguments.  Cain was unable to 

discern the necessity for the shedding of blood of the animal sacrifice for 

atonement.  King Saul was unable to grasp that God was more pleased with 

obedience rather than sacrifice.  In Elijah’s day, the Israelites were indecisive 
“halting between two opinions” in regard to truth and error, and the first century 

believers had a difficult time discerning the early stages of the “mystery of 

iniquity” in its primary stages of Judaizing and Gnosticism that would grow 

into Catholic Apostasy.   

 The following examples, played out on a regular basis, are things that cannot 

be detected as good or bad without true spiritual discernment: The introduction 

of  seemingly harmless new ideas or “fresh perspectives” into the brotherhood; 

or the providing of so called improvements or higher ways of viewing Scriptural 

matters; sometimes what a brother doesn’t say rather than what he does say; a 

so called better way of approaching problem solving learned at college or at 

work or from the churches; seeing beyond the admiration we might have of 

respected brethren when something they say or do just doesn’t add up; being 

able to separate what we want or want to see in a situation verses what God’s 

teachings actually indicate are the facts of the matter; or being able to properly 
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discern which path to take when certain forks in the road present themselves to 

us in the path of life.  And, the problem with discernment is that it is so easily 

clouded by our familiarity and tolerance of the circumstances and situations that 

we find ourselves.  The Laodiceans had been lulled into the norms of the 

society in which they lived.  As we have heard before, it is the frog in boiling 

water phenomena.  The road to apostasy is at first a very gradual process, it 
doesn’t come through the front door with fanfare, but quietly through the back 

door.  It takes discernment to see underneath the disguise of a wolf in sheep’s 

clothing.   It is a sliding standard or slippery slope when certain tolerances are 

allowed. And, the environment and culture we embrace does have an enormous 

impact on us.   First we abhor, then we endure, tolerate and lastly we embrace. 

Yesterday’s norm of thought and behavior is viewed today as too extreme. 

What was viewed as evil and unimaginable yesterday is viewed as perfectly 

acceptable today.  Before we know it, error is embraced without any perception 

that any kind of change has taken place.  In Isaiah 58:1 it is declared, “Cry 

aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew My people their 

transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.”  (Harsh words by today’s 
standards).  But even with such public and necessary warning, the Israelites 

could not discern their error.  According to their perspective, they thought they 

were doing everything required of them.  By the appearance of things and 

through their own justifications you would have thought that Yahweh was 

mistaken.  Vs.2,3 -  “Yet they seek Me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a 

nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance  of their God: they 

ask of Me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.  

“Wherefore have we fasted (i.e. day of Atonement)”, say they, “and Thou seest 

not? Wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge?”   

Like the Laodiceans they were blind to their own blindness.   

Our Connection to Laodicea 
 So what does all this have to do with our times?  We hope that we have 

not left you to read between the lines, for it should be clear that the Laodicean 
spirit is in fact a representation of ourselves, the present Christadelphian 

community of these last days.  And ALL OF US are a manifestation of this 

spirit to one degree or another.  Like the Laodiceans, we too (this post WWII 

generation) live in a time of great abundance of bread and comfort, with the 

addition of unparalleled technologies in the history of this world for limitless 

entertainments, pleasures, communications and transportation to amuse and 

stimulate our senses.  And as Believers, we in fact have integrated ourselves 

into this system quite well – have we not?  For all practical purposes, we also 

can claim that we are in need of nothing.  And, we live in an extremely 

humanistic, materialistic, self-absorbed, crass minded world.  Are we willing to 

argue (ignoring the lessons of Biblical history) that our connection to this world 

hasn’t had a dramatic impact on our spiritual thought process and actions? Also, 
like the Laodiceans, we also live free of persecution from Government and 

Societal authority and in regard to society in many ways we are quite accepted 
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– are we not?   It does not mean that trial for the believers does not exist, 

but we do not know what it is like to wake up every day wondering if that day 

will see us tied to a burning stake due to our testimony of the Gospel of Christ, 

or that we will be run out of town or lose our job due to our connection to 

Christ.          

 It is this writer’s view that the 19th century revival of Truth can be compared 
to the Philadelphian epic – a time of a little strength and a hearty witness to the 

Gospel of Christ.   A time that was free of modern ease and distraction, when 

the brethren had to fight to help the Truth gain a foothold against much 

opposition, and those who followed would battle to preserve it.  But like 

children of a wealthy businessman who had to scrape and claw his way to 

success, the spoiled heirs tend to pittle away the amassed fortune with little 

appreciation or understanding of what was achieved. 

 Our comfortable circumstance is not conducive to zeal and spiritual 

vibrancy, which is a trial in and of itself.  Like the Laodiceans, we are seeing 

things tolerated and things promoted unimaginable by brethren throughout our 

history - a change in values, a change in standards, a change in beliefs.  Or has 
the change been so gradual that we haven’t noticed or that we just can’t see it or 

we can only see it in our judgments of others? If we see it, what are we doing 

about it?  We still have a Christadelphian community, meetings, memorial 

services, gatherings and Bible schools – a great deal of social interactiveness.  

As a social community we are very active and we enjoy it, but what of our 

spiritual state?   

 In order to truly assess/discern where we are in our spiritual regression or 

progression, it is vital to have a fixed point, a measuring stick, a gauge, and in 

Scriptural terms – a “landmark” (Prov. 22:28) – in which to measure where we 

are spiritually.  Like a pilot in an airplane who must depend on his gauges, 

natural senses cannot be depended upon in order to keep correct bearings.  The 

Scriptures are our supreme landmark; and we are also wise to find guidance in 
our pioneer works and the uncompromising writings throughout our 

Christadelphian History.  Such provides us with a point of comparison and how 

far off the original mark we are.  For example: early Christadelphians 

denounced in strong terms such things as the theatre – what would they think of 

our television, movies, internet, sport and music that so many of us enjoy 

without a second thought?  What would they think of our associations with 

country clubs, politics, athletic boosters, charitable organizations and certain 

civil/public service careers, etc.?  We know what they thought because they 

spoke out against such things.  Our early brethren fought fiercely for the 

promulgation and defense of pure doctrine, and fellowship based upon such 

doctrine, and in no uncertain terms sternly and publicly opposed anything that 
would do it harm – whether within or without the brotherhood.  But what would 

our Christadelphian forerunners think of the Laodicean apathy and general 

blind eye that we have shown towards the clever influences that compromise 

the Atonement; that reject our pioneer works; that veil the subject of prophecy; 

that minimize the importance of first principles;  that teach of a present 
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“spiritual” kingdom, the present “spiritual” possession of eternal life, that 

Christ is reigning as a king now, that God speaks to us through our dreams, 

views that the churches are something to be learned from and cooperated with 

rather than fiercely opposed; the UA08, WCF, Onesimus, Christadelphian 

Youth Circle, Prepare to Preach; that fellowship should not be based upon any 

kind of Statement of Faith, or that former fellowship practices should be 

relaxed in regard to doctrinal differences – even to the point of fellowshipping 

the Trinitarian.  This (and much more) is what is being promoted and tolerated 

within our community today.   Where is the widespread zeal and discernment to 

squelch such leaven?  

 As our Laodiceanism is the last stage of spiritual decline, it would 

appear to be an irretrievable condition – too apathetic to be energized for 

action and too blind to see the gravity of our problems or need for 

uncompromising action in the first place – with family and social 
friendships only compounding the problem.  Zeal/discernment has been 

replaced with the expressed view that the approach to problems exhibited by 

our early brethren – such as a bro. Thomas, bro. Roberts or bro. Williams – are 
far too harsh, unloving and not appropriate for the times that we live in; in other 

words – wrong.  A new definition of forbearance, peace and brotherly love in 

connection with a desire to be pleasers of men and preservers of numbers in 

keeping with the Laodicean mindset has overtaken our community – making 

ourselves our own worst enemy. 

 “Let no one imagine that an ecclesia will prosper spiritually (I do not mean 

numerically) while it permits false doctrines to be held and fellowshipped.  It is 

not to be supposed that the Spirit would miraculously destroy those churches in 

Asia which it warned.  A corrupt Ecclesia has its elements of destruction within 

it.  It is self-destructive in the sense of “a little leaven leavening the whole 

lump.”  The admission of one false doctrine becomes a precedent for that of 

another, and so on.  This has been manifest in the history of the Truth in its 

revival as well as in its Laodicean end in the early days of the Christian era.”   
Thomas Williams, The Christadelphian Advocate, May 1908 

   So what are we to do?  The answer is not complicated.  Rev. 3:19-21 – 

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.  

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the 

door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.  To him that 

overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, 

and am set down with My Father in His throne.” 

 Two thoughts to close our consideration.    

• Remember Christ’s own example in contrast to Laodiceanism – “the 

zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” 

• Rev. 3:33 – “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 

unto the ecclesias.” 

A. Thomas 
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L  ESSONS FROM THE
 

 

 

 

 

       “Perseverance” 

OUR incidents show Nehemiah’s single-minded purpose to rebuild 

the wall.  First, after weeks of preparation through fasting and prayer, 

upon being asked by the king for his request, Nehemiah answered 

with a well-thought out plan (Neh. 2: 4-9).  We too must prepare through 

prayer and planning to deal with the problems in the brotherhood.  

Procrastination is never a proper response to the things of God. 

     Second, once he arrived in 

Jerusalem, Nehemiah wasted 

no time in beginning the 
work.  It can be assumed 

from Ezra 7:9 that 

Nehemiah’s journey took 

four months, yet he only 

rested three days (Neh. 2: 11) 

before he began his survey of 

the condition of the walls.  

Again, procrastination was 

not an option for Nehemiah 

and should not be for us. 

     Third, once Nehemiah and 

the people began the 
rebuilding, he would not be deterred from his goal.  Four times, his enemies 

tried to pull him away from his task and four times he answered with the 

powerful words:  “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why 

should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?” (Neh. 6:3).  

Likewise, the work to save the Truth from those who would “water” it down 

must not be stopped for any reason. 

     Lastly, the result of Nehemiah’s perseverance is seen in that the wall was 

completed in fifty-two days (Neh. 6: 15).  It is estimated by most 

commentators that the Second Temple was completed in 516 B.C., while 

Nehemiah’s completion of the walls occurred in 444 B.C.  So for seventy-two 

years, the temple had been unprotected from attack due to the deterioration of 

BOOK OF NEHEMIAH 
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the walls.  Yet Nehemiah acted quickly and with perseverance and the walls 

were completed in less than two months.  This same perseverance must be 

shown by the brotherhood today in rebuilding the walls around the Truth. 

 

Dealing with the Opposition 
     The Scriptures are filled with examples of men of God dealing with those 

who opposed them.  Like Jeremiah and Daniel, like our Lord Jesus Christ and 

his servant Paul, Nehemiah dealt with the opposition, always keeping in mind 
the ways of God.  The lessons that can be gleaned from these incidents are just 

as relevant today as they were in times long ago. 

     Nehemiah’s first response to any problem was to pray and that should be 

ours as well.  In the face of the temptations of the world, in being subjected to 

ridicule by those within or outside the brotherhood, we must commune with 

God, and as James tells us, we must have faith that we will be heard (James 1: 

5-6).  Prayer must be real; our confidence in God must be greater than that 

which is in the world. “What shall we then say to these things? If God be for 

us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8: 31).  But Nehemiah also teaches us that 

with prayer must also come action.  We must do something!  Study more, 

remove yourself from the situation, change friends, but do NOT yield! 
     Nehemiah refused to associate with those who were trying to stop the work 

he was doing.  As we have seen earlier, four times his enemies sent messages 

for him to stop the rebuilding and “come down” (Neh. 6: 4) and four times 

Nehemiah answered with the same refusal (Neh. 6: 3).  He would not “go 

down” or lower himself to their level since he was carrying out a great project 

for the LORD.  Likewise, we must not lower ourselves from the great work of 

preserving the Truth to meet with those intent on compromising it.  They too 

call for us to “come down” and attend their Bible Schools or gatherings so we 

can have a united group.  They (as well as the world) will appeal to our pride, 

using flattery to try to turn us to their point of view.  But as Nehemiah always 

did, we must turn to prayer (Neh. 6: 9).  We must be knowledgeable about the 
assault on the Truth.  We must look into these new teachings and if they are 

unscriptural, they must be rejected.  Building a wall around the Truth can 

provide a refuge.  We must offer our best to Yahweh, not to the world. 

     Two of the named enemies of Nehemiah were Sanballat the Horonite and 

Tobiah the Ammonite.  It was these men and others with them who had 

ridiculed and mocked Nehemiah’s efforts (Neh. 2: 19), who had tempted him 

to “come down” (Neh. 6: 1-4), who had started a rumor which could have 

caused Nehemiah’s death (Neh. 6: 5-9), and who had tried to intimidate 

Nehemiah to commit a sin (Neh. 6: 10-13).  Yet during his absence, having 

returned to the king, the men Nehemiah had left in charge had allowed these 

enemies to infiltrate and undermine the people.  Upon his return, Nehemiah 

found that Tobiah the Ammonite had been given rooms in the temple area 
which were intended for storage of temple articles and tithes prescribed for the 

Levites (Neh. 13: 6-7).  This, of course, was a complete violation of the law 
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that said no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be admitted into the assembly 

of God (Deut. 23: 3-4).  Nehemiah threw all of Tobiah’s goods out of the room 

and ordered it to be purified (Neh. 13: 8-9).  When Christ returns, will he find 

among us ones who should not be there? Of course, we do not now possess his 

perfect knowledge, but obvious occurrences of impure walk and incorrect 

doctrine should be dealt with NOW.  We should also take care in reading 
religious material written by those outside the Truth or by those inside the 

Brotherhood who have been influenced by these writings.  They should be 

used only if they align with the Truth.  We should “cast out” as did Nehemiah 

any influence that leads us from the Truth. 

     Both Ezra and Nehemiah had to deal with the problem of mixed marriages, 

men of Judah marrying the women from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. This 

had been part of the binding agreement the people had made when they had 

promised not to intermarry with the neighboring people (Neh. 10: 30).   But 

even the son of the high priest had sinned as he had married the daughter of 

Sanballat the Horonite (Neh. 13: 28).  This is the doctrine of Baalam.  The 

impact of these mixed marriages is noted on the children.  Half the children 
spoke the language of the other people, and did not know how to speak the 

language of Judah (Neh. 13: 23).  The entire situation was so disturbing to 

Nehemiah that he rebuked them, called down curses on them, beat them and 

pulled out their hair (Neh. 13: 25).  Are we as incensed when we find our 

children marrying out of the Truth or across Unamended/Amended lines?  Are 

we concerned that our children do not speak the language – that is, do not 

know the Truth’s doctrines because they have been corrupted by false teaching 

or the teachings of the world?  If we expect our children to continue in the way 

of the Truth, we must guide their choice of friends in their youth, keeping 

them from not only worldly associations, but also those within the brotherhood 

who would lead them astray with false doctrine.  We should do the daily 

readings as a family if possible so our children “learn the language” and teach 
them to be strong in the face of temptations from outside.  We are forced to 

choose between good and evil (Isa. 5: 20), between the Truth and the word.  

Which do WE choose? 

     Like Nehemiah and others, we must learn to speak out about the Truth.  He 

was in a comfortable situation as the king’s cupbearer.  Upon hearing that the 

wall was unrepaired, he could have just ignored it or let someone else take 

charge of the work, but like Isaiah, Nehemiah had the frame of mind of “Send 

me” (Isa. 6: 8).  No matter how discouraging or stressful or tiring or unpopular 

it is to be a watchman (Ezek. 33: 1-6), the word of the LORD must be spoken.  

We must ALL be prepared to say “Send me” and speak the Truth to those 

inside and outside the brotherhood at every opportunity.  There is always 
something an individual can contribute to the building up of our small 

Brotherhood.  Everyone has a talent or skill, and it is not restricted to teaching, 

exhorting, or praying.  It includes what may appear to be the menial, behind 

the scenes tasks and needs that are vitally necessary for the spiritual and/or 
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physical support and help of fellow brethren to the operational needs of our 

meetings and ecclesial functions.  There are many ways of saying “Send me.” 

     One of the problems Nehemiah had to deal with was the rubbish left from 

the demolished wall.   Some of it would be able to be incorporated into the 

new wall; other parts would be of no value.  We too must survey the “rubbish” 

and remove everything which impedes the building of a new wall.  The new 
wall must separate us from the things of the world which we should consider 

as rubbish.  Paul also knew this to be true.  “Yea doubtless, and I count all 

things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I 

may win Christ”  (Philippians 3:8).  Of what value are the things of the world 

(Facebook, Twitter, job promotions, vacation homes, etc.) if they throw us 

more into the world and less into the Truth?  We must look at how we manage 

our time.  How many hours of the day are spent on things of the world versus 

the things of the Truth?  How do we spend our leisure time, what toys or 

activities are important to our children?  We must expose our children to the 

things of God at an early age so they will choose God instead of the world.  
Like in the days of Nehemiah, the enemy takes cover within or behind the 

walls, with beguiling words to lead us astray. “Now I beseech you, brethren, 

mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which 

ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive 

the hearts of the simple.” (Romans 16:17- 18).  We must put the rubbish away 

from us. 

     Like Nehemiah and his brothers who never rested and always had their 

weapons present (Neh. 4: 23), we must be ever vigilant and deeply involved in 

the Truth.  It must not just be a Sunday thing or a Wednesday thing, for then 

we are no different from those in the world.  It must be a daily thing.  We must 

put on our robes of righteousness and wear them all day, not taking them off 
until night (Neh. 4: 23).  Those around us must see in our lives the presence of 

Yahweh.  We must be like the prophets of old and people like Paul and Peter - 

always working for the Truth.  Our reaction to those attempting to keep us 

from rebuilding the wall around the Truth must be quick and discerning - 

Nehemiah’s wall was built in fifty-two days.  We must feel God’s presence in 

our lives and trust in His will.  We must clarify the issues and go forward in 

fearlessness. “Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, 

he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have 

no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 2:20).  

     Another lesson Nehemiah gives is that the work of repairing the wall must 

begin at home.  In Chapter Three, which gives the order in which the wall was 
rebuilt, it is noted how many of the builders worked with their family group, 

one man even working with his daughters (Neh. 3: 12).  We too must begin to 

rebuild the wall nearest us first, then expand as needed.  The order should be 

first our family, then our brothers and sisters, then the ecclesia.   
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     We should concentrate on securing our family in the Truth.  Begin at an 

early age to teach our children First Principles.  Limit the “rubbish” in their 

lives as well as our own.  Encourage our children to help rebuild the wall.  

Nehemiah had the families line up shoulder to shoulder which served to deter 

the enemy.  We must work with others who have the same belief and 

understanding.  Remember the instructions Paul gave for choosing bishops and 
deacons - a man whose children obey him with proper respect (1st Tim. 3: 4) 

and whose children believe and are not wild and disobedient (Titus 1: 6).  

Outside influences need to be restricted, which sometimes even means 

restrictions within the brotherhood when those influences would lead our 

children (or us) from the Truth.  Strengthen our family first. 

     Nehemiah instructed the officials and the rest of the people that since the 

work of rebuilding was extensive and spread out, that whenever they would 

hear the sound of the trumpet, “join us there.  Our God will fight for us!” 

(Neh. 4: 20).  We too must hear the clarion call of the trumpet and join with 

those who are attempting to rebuild the wall.  We must strengthen our brothers 

and sisters when we see them drifting because only as a community with a 
common goal will we be successful in rebuilding the wall. 

     In the face of opposition, Nehemiah stationed some of the people behind 

the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families, 

with their swords, spears, and bows (Neh. 4: 13).  He summed up the 

importance of the fight with the words: “And I looked, and rose up, and said 

unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye 

afraid of them: remember the LORD, which is great and terrible, and fight for 

your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses.” 

(Nehemiah 4:14).  We may not like to think that our constant struggle to 

preserve the Truth is a “fight”, but it is.  It can be wearying, but it is necessary.  

If we allow wrong doctrine to persist, we will lose our children to the world as 

there is no difference in many of these wrong doctrines and the things taught 
in the churches of the world.   

     The attack from the enemy comes in different forms, but mockery and 

scorn are the most common (Neh. 4: 1- 3) and as James tells us: “Out of the 

same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought 

not so to be.” (James 3:10)  We must not answer in like manner, but respond 

as Nehemiah did.  Pray and continue to be zealous (Neh. 4: 4-6); pray and take 

action (Neh. 4: 9).  Those outside and inside the Truth ridicule those who stand 

fast to Yahweh’s word.  When we turn down opportunities to attend an event 

with worldly friends, when we won’t compromise on fellowship issues - we 

are ridiculed.  But this is a test of our faith.  Do we really believe that Yahweh 

is with us or do we believe we have to manage the situation alone (Rom. 8: 
31)?  Remember the prophet Elisha whose servant was afraid when he saw the 

great enemy army encompassing the city.  Elisha prayed and “… And the 

LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the 

mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” (2nd 

Kings 6: 17).  Jeremiah was told that no one could hide where God could not 
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see him (Jer. 23: 24), similar thoughts found in the lives of David and Jonah.  

The kingdom must always be our goal as the Apostle Paul reminds us: “For 

our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which 

are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen 

are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.” (2nd Corinthians 
4:17- 18). Let us then take up the sword of the spirit, the word of God (Eph. 6: 

17), be always prepared to give an answer for our belief (1st Peter 3: 15), and 

join with our brothers and families in defending the Truth against those who 

oppose it or would change it. 

Submitted by one of our readers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADAM IC  CO ND EMNAT I O N  

1. We believe that in baptism there is a transition from a state of alienation in Adam to 

a state of citizenship in Christ, and that through it we shall ultimately be freed from 

the physical effects of Adam’s sin – mortality. We are not personally responsible for 

Adam’s personal sin, and are not therefore baptized for it in that sense; but federally 

we are all under Adam’s sin and are baptized to remove the condemnation which 

came thereby, and to place us in Christ reconciled to God.  Since it is known that we 

believe we are baptized for our personal sins, it is needless to state it.   

2.  Adamic condemnation brings a physical disability inherited from Adam.  We are 

freed from this federal condemnation and reconciled to God at baptism, but we are 
not freed from physical disability till the change of body.  We are also freed from 

personal condemnation for past sins, and justified by our obedience to the faith; but 

we are not freed from whatever physical disabilities these may have brought till we 

are changed to spirit nature.   

3. It was necessary for Christ to die according to the Scriptures to redeem us AND 

HIMSELF from the condemnation resting upon the race.  “Christ was a sufferer in 

the days of his flesh from all the effects that came by Adam’s transgression, 

including the death that passed upon all men, which he shared by partaking of their 

physical nature” (See Birmingham Statement).  

4. We believe that one of the scriptural definitions of sin is the transgression of law.  

Adam broke the law, and he alone is personally guilty.  Another scriptural definition 
of sin is, “Sin in the flesh is hereditary; and entailed upon mankind as a consequence 

of Adam’s violation of the Edenic law.” “The original sin was such as I (Dr. 

Thomas) have shown in previous pages.  Adam and Eve committed it, and their 

posterity are suffering the consequences of it.  The tribe of Levi paid tithes to 

Melchisedec many years before Levi was born.  The apostle says, Levi, who 

receiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham.  Upon the same federal principle all 

mankind ate of the forbidden fruit, being in the loins of Adam when he transgressed.  

This is the only way men can by any possibility be guilty of the original sin.  

Because they sinned in Adam, therefore, they return to dust, from which Adam 

came” (Elpis Israel p. 115). -  Bro. Thomas Williams, “Adamic Condemnation”, pp. 14,15  
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THE PROPHET DANIEL’S 

VISION OF THE EAST 

         Fundamentals of ProphecyFundamentals of ProphecyFundamentals of ProphecyFundamentals of Prophecy

ANIEL 8 and succeeding chapters were written in Hebrew in 

contrast to earlier chapters penned in Aramaic or Chaldean, 

demonstrating that the latter prophecies concern specifically the 

Gentiles’ impact upon national Israel and their land. The 8th chapter of Daniel 

highlights the conflict between the Ram and the Goat in addition to relating the 

pillaging of the land of promise throughout the ages and into the future.  It is 

revealed, however, that the power of the Multitudinous Christ will ultimately 

prevail. While an angel clarifies the meaning of certain aspects of the vision, 

other things remained to be disclosed to the prophet in later revelations or in the 

future. The theme of the chapter is that of judgment upon the little horn of 

the Goat or the Eastern division of the Roman Empire.   

 With this introduction, let’s begin to investigate the vision in more detail. 
The prophet Daniel received the vision in the third year of the reign of 

Belshazzar, son of the Babylonian king Nabonidus. Though referred to as King 

Belshazzar, there is no evidence that he ever officially held the title of king 

(sarru), as he is named but never so called in the Nabonidus Cylinders from Ur. 

These cylinders or containers were found by archaeologist J.G. Taylor in a 

ziggurat at Ur in 1854. The Aramaic term, mlk denoting king, used in Daniel is 

not consistent with the Akkadian (northern Babylonia) sarru and was often 

used to translate titles of various levels of high-ranking officials. An illustration 

of this was found at Tel Fekheriyeh in 1979, which reads “king” for the 

Akkadian governor. 

 In Daniel 5:7 and 16, Belshazzar offers Daniel the status of third ruler in the 
kingdom, suggesting Belshazzar is only the second ruler, Nabonidus being 

actual king. Nabonidus was away for long periods of time, leaving Belshazzar 

in charge. While we can’t determine with certainty the exact timeframe of 

Belshazzar’s third year, it would’ve been during the waning of the Babylonian 

Empire leading to its fall in B.C. 542 to the Medes and Persians (Dan. 5). 

 Daniel refers to the vision received in chapter 7, the vision of the four 

beasts, as the first, and this vision of chapter 8 as the second. While that of 

Daniel 7 relates the history of the Western Roman Empire, the Daniel 8 vision 

outlines the development of the Eastern Roman Empire. Both divisions are 

referred to as little horns. The Western, with its headquarters in Rome, is an 
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ecclesiastical horn or power and the Eastern, having a military orientation, is 

centered in Constantinople.  

Daniel was actually in Babylon but was in vision taken to the Medo-Persian 

palace at Shushan, a center of Persian power (Neh. 1:1; Esth. 1:2) and the 

winter retreat of the Persian rulers. This signified the ultimate ascendancy of the 

Ram dynasty, the Medes and Persians. In addition, it foreshadowed what would 
be Daniel’s respected position in the courts of the Ram (Dan. 6:1-3). Shushan 

was in the province of Elam, and the prophet was there in vision by the river 

Ulai, also called Elaeus, which was actually a man-made canal that divided the 

city. 

Daniel witnessed the Ram, approaching from the east, aggressively pushing 

westward, northward, and southward. The Persian leader Cyrus conquered 

Babylon, Mesopotamia, Syria, and Asia Minor in the west. He advanced to the 

north, capturing Colchis, Armenia, Iberia, and the Caspian regions. Palestine, 

Egypt, Ethiopia, and Libya rounded out Cyrus’ conquests in the south. None 

could stand before Cyrus or escape his domination. His prowess increased 

exponentially as he exercised his will indiscriminately. Although known to be a 

great conqueror, who at one point controlled one of the strongest empires ever 

seen, Cyrus is best remembered for his unprecedented tolerance and 
magnanimous attitude towards those he defeated. The son of Cambyses and the 

grandson of Astyages, king of Media, he merged the two kingdoms, becoming 

the most noteworthy Persian ruler.  The Ram, therefore, with two horns 

represented the joint power of the Medes and Persians, identified explicitly in 

Development of the Little Horn of the Goat 
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verse 20 of Daniel 8. Both were high horns, signifying the power and 

magnitude of the Persian Empire, far greater than the Babylonian. One of these 

horns was higher than the other, portraying the Persian domination. Brother 

John Thomas writes on pages 11-12 of the Exposition of Daniel, the Bear-

Phasis, “Its mission [that of Medo-Persia] was to restore Judah’s 

Commonwealth, and to extend the boundary of the Kingdom of Men. ‘Arise, 
devour much flesh’, was the policy of its reign. The Bear was the symbol of this 

government, whose dominion extended from India to Ethiopia, over a hundred 

and twenty-seven provinces. The reign of the Bear began under a Mede, and in 

two years passed by inheritance to Cyrus, a Persian. This change of position 

was represented to Daniel in the saying that ‘it raised itself on one side’, so that 

one side became ‘higher than the other’; therefore the higher side acquired its 

position last, as appears in the history of the time. The Ram in the eighth 

chapter with horns of unequal height is another symbol for the same 

government; the unequal elevation of the sides of the Bear, and the different 

attitude of the Ram’s horns, are conditions representative of the same dynastic 

peculiarity—‘The higher horn came up last’.”  

The Rise of Alexander and the Greeks 
 We are told in Daniel 8:5 that the prophet considered the meaning and 

import of the vision he was given. Daniel 

carefully contemplated what he had seen, 

and as he did so, his attention was 

abruptly drawn to something new. It was 

an he-goat that came from the west, 

moving so 

swiftly that he 

didn’t appear to 

touch the ground, his intent 

was to conquer the world. The Goat 

represented the Grecian power, being a 
nationally accepted and revered symbol for 

Greece, and its notable horn was specifically 

Alexander the Great. Alexander, though so young, 

possessed an unusual military prowess and was one 

of the most successful military commanders and 

tacticians of all time. He was undefeated in battle, 

and by the time of his death, he had conquered most 

of the world known to the ancient Greeks. 

 Alexander declared war on Persia in B.C. 334, 

defeating a Persian army at the Battle of Granicus, 

marking the beginning of Persia’s decline. All the 

states in Asia Minor submitted to him, and he then moved southward, 
overcoming Darius III at the Battle of Issus in B.C. 333 in northeastern Syria. 

Tyre fell to Alexander in B.C. 332, and he then traveled towards the eastern 

2
nd

 Century Depiction 

of Alexander 
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Mediterranean, first capturing Gaza then on to Egypt. Through this, Alexander 

gained control over the eastern Mediterranean coastline, where he established 

the renowned city of Alexandria. He advanced to Babylon, forcing them to 

surrender. By B.C. 327, Alexander had complete control of the lands along and 

beyond the southern shores of the Caspian Sea, into much of Central Asia.  

 The Goat, Greece under Alexander’s leadership, ran into the Ram, the 
Medo-Persians, in the fury of his power. The intensely cruel treatment of the 

Greeks through the years by the Persians had sparked a deep desire for 

retaliation. Concerning the Goat, we read in Daniel 8:7, “And he [the Goat] was 

moved with choler against him [the Ram]”, breaking the horns of the Ram, 

casting him to the ground and stamping upon him, rendering the Persian Empire 

powerless. The Greeks under Alexander’s leadership achieved a unique status 

for “the he-goat waxed very great”.  These accomplishments were surpassed 

only by Alexander’s growing arrogance. At the peak of his strength, “the great 

horn was broken” for he died in B.C. 323. Popular theories say that Alexander 

was poisoned or that he died of alcoholic liver disease. However, in the week 

before his death, historical accounts mention chills, sweats, exhaustion, and a 
high fever, typical symptoms of infectious diseases such as typhoid fever. 

Alexander probably died of malaria or typhoid fever, both common in ancient 

Babylon. 

 Four notable horns or powers, Alexander’s four generals, arose to share his 

empire. On page 24 of the Exposition of Daniel, we read, “The divisions of 

Alexander’s empire were presented by ‘four notable horns coming up in the 

place of the broken horn toward 

the four winds of heaven’; and 

in regard to the succession it 

was added (Dan. 11:4) ‘but not 

to his posterity, nor according to 

the (extent of the) dominion 
which he ruled: for his kingdom 

shall be plucked up even for 

others (for other rulers) beside 

those’ of his posterity.”  The 

four heads of the Leopard (Dan. 

7:6) and the four horns of the 

Goat represent the same Grecian 

power, both fours pointing to the 

four winds, or four points of the 

compass.  Brother Thomas says 

on page 333 of Elpis Israel 
concerning this, “Such were the 

heads. But how was it to be 

determined that they should 

stand related to these four points 

of the compass? This was indicated by the wings of the Leopard – an 

Ptolemy Seleucus 

Lysimachus Cassander 
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interpretation made evident from the words of the prophet, saying, ‘The Lord 

shall gather Judah from the four corners (in Heb., the four wings) of the earth’ 

(Isa. 11:10-12; Dan. 11:2-4). The addition of the wings, then to this beast 

signifies that the kingdoms represented by the heads would be towards the east, 

west, north, and south, of Judea.”  

 Alexander’s generals gained control of the following areas: Lysimachus 
ruled a portion of Thrace, Asia Minor, and some of Cappadocia; Cassander 

controlled Macedonia, Thessaly, and part of Greece; Syria and Egypt were the 

two divisions that specifically impacted the Land of Promise, in time known as 

the Kings of the North and South (Dan. 11); Seleucus commanded Phoenicia, 

Syria, and Babylonia while Ptolemy obtained Egypt, Cyprus, Cyrene, Coele-

Syria, and Judea. 

The Little Horn of the Goat – Eastern Division of Rome 
 We are informed in Daniel 8:9 that the little horn of the Goat arose out of 
one of the four notable horns.  This little horn is not to be confused with the 

little horn of Daniel 7 that grew out of the midst of the ten horns.  The two little 

horns of chapters 7 and 8 of Daniel refer to the same power, representing 

different parts of that one power.  The power is Rome, and the little horn of 

Daniel 7 is the Western division of the Roman Empire and the little horn of 

Daniel 8 is the Eastern division. Pergamos, Thrace, and Byzantium in time 

became allied to Rome, thus Rome’s little horn of the east grew in prominence 

and power, waxing “exceeding great toward the south, toward the east, and 

toward the pleasant land.” 

 The south here refers to Egypt, the east to Asia and Persia, while the 

“pleasant land” denotes Abraham’s inheritance. Rome’s political control 

spread throughout Palestine, culminating in Rome gaining ascendancy over the 
Jews. Rome put Herod on the throne as the King of the Jews to exercise the will 

of Rome in the pleasant land. The little horn of the Goat, Rome’s military 

power in the East, “waxed great, even to the host of heaven”, the host of 

heaven being Israel. It is recorded in Elpis Israel on page 392, “…Daniel treats 

of two Little Horns ; the one the ‘Holy Roman’ power of the West that came up 

‘after’ the Ten Horns; and the other, the Pagan Roman power of the East that 

appeared in Syria and Palestine in the latter end of the Macedonian kingdoms, 

and before the Ten Horns by many centuries. The Little Horns are 

representative of powers on certain territories, not of races.  It matters not 

whether they be Pagan Romans, Catholic Greeks, Moslem Turks, Or Greek-

Catholic Russians, the power that rules in Constantinople and plants it standard 
in Assyria, is the Little Horn of the Assyro-Macedonian Horn of the Goat; and 

begins its career by crucifying ‘the Prince of the Host’ (Dan. 8;11); destroying 

Jerusalem and the temple (Dan. 9:26); sets up a god in Rome whom his fathers 

knew not (Dan. 11:38); and ends by standing up against Michael, the Prince of 

princes, who brings him to his end, with none to help him (Dan. 8:25; 11:45; 

12:1).” 
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 Rome “cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground”, meaning 

that the Jewish people, as the host, readily succumbed to the iron power (Dan. 

2:40-43). The leadership of Israel, denoted by the stars (Mark 13:24-25; Rev. 

1:20; Dan. 12:3), was set-up and controlled by Rome culminating in the siege 

and capture of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The stamping upon them emphasizes the 

depth of the Jewish nation’s subjection to the little horn of the Goat for the 
transgressions of Israel brought this evil upon them (Deut. 28:15-68; Matt. 

22:1-14). 

 The little horn of the Goat’s pride motivated him to set-up himself above all 

others, magnifying himself “even to the prince of the host”. The “him” of this 

passage isn’t a specific individual but rather Rome. The Prince is the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the ruler of Israel (Dan. 8:25; Ezek. 34:22-24; Isa. 55:3-6), put to death 

by the Romans. The “daily sacrifice was taken away” by Rome, and it was 

responsible for treading the sanctuary under foot. The daily sacrifice refers to 

the burnt offering, which was taken away or was caused to cease. 

 This was accomplished in A.D. 70 when the temple was destroyed. The 

place of his, the Messiah’s (Luke 19:46), sanctuary “was cast down”. This 
prophecy clearly reflects the conquest of Jerusalem and the leveling of the 

temple. We read in Daniel 8:12 “an host was given him against the daily 

sacrifice”. Host in this context means an army and also a time of warfare, or an 

appointed time.  As a 

result of the sins of the 

Israelites, Yahweh 

brought the Roman host 

against the daily sacrifice 

for an appointed time 

(Dan. 8:19; Dan. 11:27, 

29, 35; Hab. 2:3). The 

little horn of the Goat 
would prevail over Israel 

until the “appointed time” 

when Christ and the Redeemed will liberate them. The little horn of the Goat 

also “cast down the truth to the ground”. The Christians experienced hardship 

at the hands of the Romans as well as the Jews. The little horn of the Goat is 

portrayed in the Apocalypse 12:3 as a great red dragon who contended with 

false Christianity and the true believer as well (Rev. 12:7-17). Rome practiced 

or accomplished its objectives and prospered. That is, it was successful in its 

efforts to defy the Truth as we also see throughout Christ’s life. This has 

certainly been the approach of Papal Rome, distorting Truth and prospering in 

the evils it has created.  

How long the vision? 
 Verse 12 of Daniel 8 closes Daniel’s relating of the vision. The prophet is 
then privy to a conversation between two angels discussing the vision, 

specifically the timeframe it covers. A saint or angel in this case is asking 
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another angel referred to as a certain saint, how long the vision concerning the 

daily sacrifice and the transgression of desolation would continue. Certain saint 

denotes Palmoni, whose name means “wonderful numberer”. Palmoni’s 

specific role related to the passage of time, making him an appropriate one to 

respond to the question—how long? 

 Palmoni answers the question but speaks directly to Daniel rather than the 
other saint or angel. The answer is 2300 days, and using the day for a year 

principle of prophecy, its 2300 years until the sanctuary will be cleansed. The 

Goat’s (Grecia’s) contention with the Ram (Medo-Persia) marks the beginning 

of the 2300 year period. Specifically, it was the Battle of Issus in B.C. 333, 

bringing the Ram’s power to nought. 2300 years from B.C. 333/334 brings us to 

1967 and the Six Days War. Israel rapidly advanced with tremendous success, 

freeing Jerusalem from the Jordanians and Gentile domination. We know that 

the down-treading of Jerusalem was far from complete in ’67, but it was the 

start of what Christ and the Redeemed will finish in the very near future (Rev. 

16:16-17; Ezek. 38:18-23; Zech. 14:3-9). 

 Daniel, failing to understand the meaning of the vision he has received, asks 
for clarification. It appears from the phrase “and it came to pass” that the 

prophet had given prayerful consideration to the meaning of the vision. Daniel 

“heard a man’s voice” which was no doubt the voice of the Spirit instructing 

Gabriel to interpret the vision for Daniel. When Gabriel approached the 

prophet, Daniel in fear fell upon his face. The angel refers to him as the son of 

man, reflective of Christ. The vision, Daniel is informed, has to do with the 

time of the end. As Gabriel was speaking to Daniel, the prophet was “in a deep 

sleep” with his face toward the ground. This is depicting Daniel in the death 

state. The angel touches him, setting him upright, representing Daniel’s 

resurrection as well as those in memorial graves, having become Yahweh’s 

servants through covenant (Rev. 20:6; Matt. 13:43; John 5:28-29). 

 Daniel 8:19 highlights that there is an appointed time when “the end shall 

be”. There is a definitive plan that God has established for the nations and the 

world. Presently, the angels are orchestrating this plan at Christ’s direction. 

Christ, Yahweh’s beloved son and designee will with the assistance of the 

Redeemed bring this plan to its fulfillment. 

Explicit Identification 
 Verses 20-25 of Daniel 8 explicitly identify the powers mentioned earlier in 

the chapter. The Ram is confirmed to be Medo-Persia by the Spirit through 

Gabriel. Likewise, the Goat is revealed to be Greece, and its great horn, 

Alexander. As earlier considered, the Grecian Empire was divided into four 

parts, which eventually succumbed to Rome.  

 We read in Daniel 8:23, “And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 

transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and 

understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.” The transgressors, the Jewish 
nation, came to the full with the crucifixion of Christ. The nation, as a result of 

their extreme wickedness, was certainly deserving of the consequences they 
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experienced (Matt. 23:31-36). The king of fierce countenance refers directly to 

the nation of Rome, reflecting its ruthless nature. Understanding dark sentences 

means to be able to disguise its true intentions, which was highly characteristic 

of Rome. Rome used this expertise in deception and an uncanny diplomacy to 

divide and conquer, and this ability was evident in Rome’s dealings with the 

Jewish nation. This is not unlike Catholic Rome, who has duped the masses 
with their deceptive practices and teachings. 

 The power of Rome grew significantly but not due to its own ability alone 

(Jhn.19:11). God was bringing it about, using Rome to punish Israel for their 

disobedience and wickedness. “And he shall destroy wonderfully and shall 

prosper and practice.” The reference here is again to Rome. The prosperity of 

Rome and its practice, denoting its success, was as though it would continue 

forever. Indeed, Rome did destroy the mighty and holy people, and specifically 

we do see this in the siege and attack upon Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (Deut. 28:49-

52). The destructive force of Rome was without equal.  

 We read in Daniel 8:25, “And through his policy also he shall cause craft to 

prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace 

shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he 

shall be broken without hand.” This refers to a series of leaders over Rome. 

This also points to Rome of the latter days and the influence the little horn of 

the Goat will have at that time. Constantine was responsible for transferring the 

center of civil and military power from Rome to Constantinople, presently 

Istanbul, Turkey. Therefore, Constantinople became the headquarters of the 

little horn of the Goat; Rome continued as the residence of the little horn of the 

Fourth Beast. Together, they comprised the Eastern and Western Divisions of 

the Roman Empire. 

 We’re also informed in Daniel 8:25 that he (leaders plural) caused craft to 

prosper. Craft as used here denotes deceit or fraud. Constantine, Justinian, and 

Phocas ruled over the united Empire from Constantinople; they are the “he” of 
this verse at different points in time. Justinian and Phocas were instrumental in 

advancing the papacy and the Roman Catholic Church. On pages 408-409 of 

Elpis Israel, Brother Thomas writes, “In a celebrated letter written by the 

Emperor Justinian to this god patron saints, dated March 533, and which 

thenceforth became part and parcel of the civil law, he is recognized as the legal 

head of all the churches of the Eastern and Western provinces of the empire… 

the work of recognition thus far advanced by Justinian was perfected by the 

edict of the Emperor Phocas, who began to reign in 603. He also wrote to the 

Roman Bishop in 604, and acknowledged his spiritual supremacy... Phocas was 

a monster in crime, and therefore the better qualified for a patron of the Roman 

Bishop, who hailed him as the pious avenger of the church. By this kind of 
flattery a decree was obtained from him by Boniface III, in 606, declaring the 

Roman god Universal Bishop.” 

 In time, however, the Eastern Empire or Byzantium couldn’t support the 

papacy as in the past. This was due largely to the effects of war and a division 

of the Church to the Greek Orthodox in the East and the Roman Catholic in the 
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West. This led the Pope to seek support from the Franks (French), first through 

Pepin and then his son Charlemagne. The Holy Roman Empire was born under 

Charlemagne and the Pope in A.D. 800. Charlemagne provided military support 

and the Pope held the ecclesiastical reins.  

The Latter Day Eastern Power 
 The Turks conquered Constantinople in A.D. 1453, and the Greek Orthodox 

Church found its new center in Moscow, ultimately regarded appropriately as 

the Third Rome. The little horn of the Goat of the latter days will control 
Constantinople or Istanbul.  It will intervene on behalf of the Catholic apostasy 

and will confront the Prince of princes, our Lord Jesus Christ. This power, 

Russia, then the little horn of the Goat, will be crushed by Christ and the 

Redeemed (Joel 3: 11-16).  

 The alliance between Russia and the papacy is an opportunistic one for both 

parties. For Russia and her allies it provides more power and status while for 

the Church it is likely that the holy places of the land will be their reward for 

the Pope’s support as indicated in Ezekiel 36:2. Edom, no longer existent, is a 

symbol of the Gentile power, Russia or Gog, who will enter the Middle East to 

conquer, first Egypt then back to Israel (Ezek. 38). The little horn of the Goat 

will “magnify himself in his heart”, smitten with his pride and authority (Dan. 
8:25; Dan. 11:37). “And by peace shall destroy many” refers to a feigned peace 

on the part of Russia and the Catholic system, so evident in their action at 

present, professing peace but planning world domination. First, Gog or the King 

of the North, will rule in Turkey then move into the Middle East and ultimately 

march on Jerusalem. Christ and the immortalized saints will intervene and the 

little horn of the Goat will be “broken without hand” (Zech. 12:7-9; Dan. 

11:45). 

 Daniel’s vision was true and closed waiting the time of its fulfillment, which 

would not be “for many days” (Dan. 12:4), signifying the time of the end. The 

message concerning the Jewish nation, his countrymen, and the fact that the 

Messiah would first die, was overwhelming to Daniel. He became 
understandably ill for a time but afterward arose up early to do the king’s 

business. Certain aspects of the vision were clear to the prophet but time and 

further revelation would be necessary for Daniel’s additional understanding. He 

will be blessed with more visions. As we contemplate this wonderful revelation 

of God’s purpose, let us like Daniel rise up early to serve our Lord (Gen. 22:3; 

Josh. 6:12; Judg. 7:1; Ps. 57:8-11; Ps. 63:1). 

Sid Strickland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is true, that no man or power has a right to interfere between God and the 

conscience; but, it is also true, that no man has a right to worship God as he 

pleases.  This is a Protestant fallacy.  Man has a right to worship God only in 

the way God himself appointed.   John Thomas, Elpis Israel, p. 7 
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega, beginning and ending, saith 
the Lord, the Who is, and Who was, and Who is coming, the Omnipotent” 

APOC. 1: 8 
  

 

HESE words announce to us that He who is coming is “The 
Almighty;” also that this almighty one pertains to the past, the 

present, and the future; that he has a “beginning” and also “an 

ending,” as symbolized by the first letter of the Greek alphabet "το A," and by 

the last, or " το Ω " – “the Alpha and the Omega.” 

 But let the reader understand, that this annunciation is not an announcement 

that the Eternal Theos, styled “the Father,” had a beginning.  If he had not 

always existed without beginning, there would have been no creation. To 

imagine a time, or point of past eternity, when Theos or Ail, commonly styled 

“God,” did not exist, would be to suppose an epoch when there was nothing  - 

no existing thing; and this supposition would be to make nothing the intelligent 

and wise creator of something, which is palpably absurd. 
 No; the annunciation before us carries us back no further than that 

"beginning" to which John had already introduced his readers, in the book he 

had already written, to convince men that Jesus is the Anointed One, the Son of 

the Deity; and that believing they might have life through his name—Jno. 20 : 

31 – the beginning of the preexistent Deity, by his Spirit-Effluence, or Logos, 

becoming Flesh; the beginning of the “Great Mystery, Deity manifested in 

Flesh” – 1st Tim. 3:16. 

 This manifestation, then, as we have shown, had its beginning. It began in 

Jesus, Son of David and Son of Deity. Of him it was prophesied, “they pierced 

my hands and my feet.” He was cut off, or covenanted; and afterwards removed 

by Eteral Power from this sublunary field of blood. But Jesus, though the Head, 

was not the Body. He had suffered, but his sufferings did not complete the 
sufferings of “His Body, which is the Ecclesia.” Hence Paul says, “I now 

rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 

affliction of the Anointed One in my flesh for His Body's sake, which is the 

Ecclesia” – Col. 1:24. But Paul did not consider that his sufferings, added to 

those of Jesus, would fill up the measure; for, in writing to the saints in Corinth 

he associates them with himself in the work. “As the sufferings of the Anointed 

One,” says he, “abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth through the 

Anointed One. But whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and 

I AM THE ALPHA  
AND THE OMEGA  
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salvation, which is operative in the enduring of the same sufferings which we 

also suffer; or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and 

salvation. And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing that as ye are partakers of 

the sufferings, so ye shall be also of the consolation” – 2
nd

 Cor. 1:5-7. “If we 

suffer, we shall also reign with him” – 2nd Tim. 2 : 12. 

 Thus the Body is pierced with suffering as well as its Head; and as Jesus, 
“though a son, learned obedience by the things which he suffered,” so all his 

brethren must. It will be seen, then, that when the One Body is complete in all 

its elements, it will have been a suffering community. This is its Alpha, its 

Beginning, its ho on, or present condition. Most of its members are in the womb 

of death, shut up within “the gates of the invisible,” which are so securely 

locked that no power can open them save that which is eternal. The key or 

power, is with Jesus, through whom it will operate as it did upon him when the 

power or spirit of the Father raised him from the dead. 

 At present, the Saints sleeping in the dust, and the few that are living in this 

generation, are all waiting for “The Adoption;” for living or dead, they were all 

immersed in hope of being planted in the likeness of the resurrection of their 
Elder Brother. Being thus “baptized for the dead,” they suffer with him, that 

they may be glorified together in the manifestation of the Sons of the Deity, 

who shall then “with him freely give us all things” – Rom. 6 : 5; 8 : 23, 17, 19, 

32. As the brain in the head has property in the body, and calls it his; so the 

Logos in Jesus has property in him and his brethren, and styles them members 

of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones; so that they all become one flesh; 

“which is a great mystery,” says Paul; “but I speak concerning the Anointed 

One and the Ecclesia” – Eph. 5:22-32.  

 When this great mystery shall be consummated in the resurrection and the 

subsequent anointing of the One Body, “the Omega,” “the Ending,” and “the 

Who is coming,” will be manifested. The whole multitude will be “DEITY 

MANIFESTED IN FLESH” – glorified flesh, which is Holy Spirit, or pneuma 

hagiosunes, the divine nature at present common to Jesus and the angels; and 

then participated in by all the Saints; all of which is the development of the 

principle affirmed by him to Nicodemus, that “that which has been born of the 

Spirit is Spirit.” 

 Here, then, is “a multitude which no man can number,” every individual of 

which is Holy Spirit Flesh, glorified substance, “equal to the angels;” the ONE 

YAHWEH and the ONE NAME. When they all attain to this Omega state, 

there will be nothing lacking. The Ending will be manifest. There will be no 

further proclamation inviting Jews and Gentiles to the kingdom and glory of the 

Deity. The Body will be complete, and have attained through much tribulation 

to a high estate. Whatever may be the destiny of the earthborns of the 
Millennial nations in relation to the post-millennial cycle, they will not be 

ranked with the Alpha and the Omega of this annunciation. The Second Adam 

and his Bride will be the embodiment of Eternal Power – the Almighty inheritor 

of the earth and all that it contains; for “it is his and the fulness thereof.” 
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 The symbol in the text is very expressive. It is the first and last letters of the 

Greek alphabet. Between these two are twenty-two other letters, which, with the 

first and last, make one alphabet – twenty-four in one; an idea still further 

elucidated in the "twenty-four elders,”  who are representative of the Almighty 

Alpha and Omega manifestation of Deity. 

 In connection with this annunciation, I would recall the attention of the 
reader to Isa. 41:4, where the Eternal Spirit says, “I, YAHWEH the First One 

and the Last Ones, I – HE; the isles saw and feared; the ends of the earth were 

afraid, drew near, and came.” I have supplied the words one and ones to mark 

the singular and plural of the original. In this, “the Last Ones” are “the Omega,” 

and “the Ending,” and the “He who is coming,” of the apocalypse. 

John Thomas, Eureka, Vol. 1, pp. 151-153 

 

CONSIDER YOUR WAYS 
 

   Suggested Reading: Haggai Chapter 1 
 

HE book of Haggai is one that should both excite us and humble us as 

we are told to consider our ways and build the house. No doubt most 

of us have heard exhortations on Haggai before, but it is critical to go 

over the subject again and again, especially in these latter days of Laodicea. 

Haggai’s points are sharp and may get down to the heart, but we must be 

attentive, take heed, and work to please Yahweh.  

 In verse one of Haggai we find that the first section of the book was written 

in the second year of Darius the King. This time period is what we often hear 

called The Restoration, or the time that followed the Babylonian captivity and 

the remnant’s return to the Holy Land. The remnant had left everything behind, 
an excellent example for us, and went back to Jerusalem’s ruins. In Ezra 

Chapter 3 we find that one of the first works for the remnant was to rebuild the 

altar and the foundation of the new Temple. However, despite their initial 

success, troubles soon came. In Ezra 4 we find Israel’s enemies had written a 

letter to Artaxerxes in order that the building of God’s house would stop, as 

they feared the resurrection of a powerful Jewish nation and its political 

implications to the region. The letter resulted in Artaxerxes’ command to stop 

building the Temple as recorded in Ezra 4:17-24. Unfortunately, when the letter 

from Artaxexes came to the Jews, they stopped the work of building the 

Temple. Even though Yahweh had saved the remnant from Babylon through 

His grace, they were still to go through trial. Did they fear GOD or man more? 
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This trial should have been a case of rendering unto GOD the things that are 

GOD’s as opposed to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s. Unfortunately, the 

remnant fell into the fear of man and let off from building the Temple.  

 We know that the Temple remained in ruin for at least two years during 

which time we know that the children of Israel, neglecting the things of the 

Spirit, went off to build their own houses and concentrate on their own lives. 
The nation was spiritually slumbering and needed a wakeup call, and so Ezra 

5:1 tells us that both Haggai and Zechariah were sent to awake the nation: 

“Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 

prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the 

God of Israel, even unto them.” 

 Haggai thus interceded with a bold message from the LORD, saying in 

Chapter 1:1-6: “In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the 

first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto 

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 

Josedech, the high priest, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, 

This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD's house should be 

built. Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it 

time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? 

Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. Ye have sown 

much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are 

not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth 

wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.”  

 In the verses before us we find that the word of Yahweh of Hosts came 

through Haggai unto the nation’s leaders – Zerubbabel the Governor and Joshua 

the High Priest. It is interesting that Yahweh uses His military name throughout 

the book of Haggai. He was reminding the people of His immense strength that 

would be strong to save them if they would only obey Him. He also used his 

militaristic name to invoke a warfare on the flesh, one that would start with the 
people considering their ways. 

 Despite having He Who Shall Be Armies as their God, the people had given 

up their most important work. Strangely, they may have even used prophecy as 

an excuse, as we read that the people said that the time was not come for 

Yahweh’s house to be built. Perhaps they were referring to the prophecies of 70 

years that Jeremiah the prophet had given in Jeremiah 25:11-12. In these verses 

we read that the land would be a desolation and serve Babylon for 70 years. We 

have reason to believe that this service began in 606 BC when Nebuchadnezzar 

first set his face against Judah and King Jehoiakim became “his servant” as 

recorded in II Kings 24:1. This 70 year service would continue until the decree 

of Cyrus in 536 BC. We see then that this initial prophecy had actually already 
found its conclusion by the time of Haggai. So what were the people referring 

to? Jeremiah also prophesied against the house of GOD in Jeremiah 26:6,9 and 

it too would be desolate historically for a period of 70 years. The Temple of 

GOD was sadly destroyed in Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of 587/586 BC as 

described in II Kings 25:8-12, and was not rebuilt and rededicated until 516 
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BC. Unfortunately, the people of Haggai’s time may have been using prophecy 

as an excuse to not work instead of encouragement to work. It is possible that 

they knew the LORD’s house would not be completed until 516 BC and thus 

they slacked off in their work. Instead, they should have been preparing with 

zeal for the LORD’s house, even as David had done for Solomon so long before 

(See I Chronicles 29:2-3).  

Ceiled Houses 
 In Haggai 1:4 we see that the people were working on their ceiled houses 
instead of the LORD’s. The word “ceiled” means “to hide by covering, 

paneling, to roof”. The children of Israel thus were spending extensive time and 

effort building their own homes while Yahweh’s lay in dust. Yahweh deserved 

all honour and yet they gave Him so little of their time. We also are prone to 

doing the same. We are reminded of the Parable of the Rich Man in Luke 12, 

which shows the true results of concentrating on one’s own building instead of 

the LORD’s: “And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a 

certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, 

saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 

And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and 

there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, 

thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 

merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 

thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that 

layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:16-21). 

Instead of building bigger barns, once again the people should have followed 

the example of David, who said, “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that 

will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my 

life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple” (Psalm 

27:4). Also in Psalm 132:3-5, “Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my 

house, nor go up into my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to 

mine eyelids, Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty 

God o f Jacob” (Psalm 132:1-5).    

 In verse 5 of Haggai 1, we see the brunt of the prophet’s exhortation: 

“Consider your ways”. The word “consider” here means “to set your heart 

upon”. “Ways” means “a road as trodden, course of life, mode of action”. 

Essentially then, Haggai exhorts for us to set our heart to self-examine the 

course of life we take. We need to be very careful where we set our hearts. 

Though none of us will bow down to gold or silver images, we easily can 

worship riches, our jobs, our homes, our cars, our own pride, and pretty much 

anything above God. None of us are exempt. The Word of God clearly shows 

us, though, where our hearts should be. As 1st Chronicles 22:19 says, “Now set 

your heart and your soul to seek Yahweh your God”. The things of Yahweh 

should thus be where the heart is set. His Way and His Truth should be our 
treasure. “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The light of 

the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, they whole body shall be full 
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of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 

therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!” 

(Matthew 6:21-23).  

Where is our trust? 
 After exhorting the people to consider their ways, Yahweh in Haggai 1:6 

shows the futility of trusting in one’s self as opposed to the LORD. This theme 

is further repeated in verses 9-11, which say, “Ye looked for much, and, lo, it 

came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the 

LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto 

his own house. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth 

is stayed from her fruit. And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the 

mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and 

upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and 

upon all the labour of the hands”. In these verses we see that the people’s work 

was coming to naught as a direct curse from the LORD. The children of Israel 

looked for much as a product of the work of their own flesh, but it came to 

nothing. Their efforts were insatiable and they never thought they had enough. 

As we read in verse 6, they were earning wages to put them into a bag with 

holes. Much like the Laodiceans of Revelation 3:14, in focusing only on 
themselves they were truly “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 

naked”.  

 In the latter day ecclesia of Laodicea, let us not think that we are exempt 

from Haggai’s exhortation. How often do we put the things of the flesh above 

the things of the Spirit? How often do we cast our money and talents into a bag 

with holes? We believe our Master referred to Haggai’s exhortation when he 

spoke of treasure in heaven in Luke 12:22-34: “And he said unto his disciples, 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; 

neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and the 

body is more than raiment. Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; 

which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much 

more are ye better than the fowls? And which of you with taking thought can 

add to his stature one cubit? If ye then be not able to do that thing which is 

least, why take ye thought for the rest? Consider the lilies how they grow: they 

toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was 

not arrayed like one of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in 

the field, and tomorrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe 

you, O ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 

drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the 

world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. 

But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto 

you. Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax 

not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, 
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neither moth corrupteth. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 

also” (Luke 12:22-34).  

 In these verses we see that our treasure should be in heaven. From 1 

Timothy 6:6 we know that godliness with contentment is great gain, and so we 

should be content with the natural provisions while making our primary efforts 

in the spiritual arena. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 

he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which 

is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently 

unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in 

fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David” 

(Isaiah 55:1-3). 

The Judgments of Yahweh 
 Back in Haggai, in verse 9 we read that since Yahweh’s house had been 

unjustly neglected, He was punishing the people for their disobedience. As 

Yahweh blew upon them, their work came to naught. While the people thought 

that the famine and drought were just natural occurrences, in reality they were 

curses brought from GOD. This a humbling reminder of what will happen to 
our lives if GOD is against us. If GOD be for us, who can be against us? If 

GOD be against us, who can be for us? Even if we have “the good life” now, 

without GOD we will suffer eternal death.  

 As always, the punishment of Judah was fair. Yahweh is always fair. In 

Genesis 27:28-29, we find that dew, the fatness of the earth, corn and wine 

were all supposed to be part of Yahweh’s blessings. But now they were 

withheld – why? These curses in the time of Haggai were punishments 

consistent with the blessings and cursings that Israel had sworn themselves to in 

the days of Moses and Joshua as seen in Deuteronomy 28. In addition to natural 

drought and famine, the people were obviously in the worst drought of all, a 

spiritual one like the one of our days. As Amos words in Chapter 8:11-12 had 
warned, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine 

in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the 

words of the LORD:”  

“Consider your ways” 
 Moving forward, in verse 7 of Haggai 1, Yahweh of Hosts once again said 

“Consider your ways”. While the first “consider your ways” has more to do 

with a consideration of material things, this second reminds the people of their 

responsibilities to Yahweh’s Name and His Temple. The first “consider” could 

also be said to be more personal, while the second is more ecclesial.  

 It is a testament to Yahweh’s abundant mercy that He did not give up on His 

people. Though He had cursed them, He would much rather have blessed them 

as a result of obedience. In verse 8, Yahweh prescribes the medicine that the 

people needed to be healed. He begins by saying, “Go up”. This phrase is small, 
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but slam-packed full of meaning, both literal and spiritual. It is more than 

interesting that Christ’s first policy speech was given on a mountain to which 

his disciples could ascend, both naturally and spiritually (Matthew 5:1). 

Likewise, in the Kingdom this phrase “go up” will be used again (Micah 4:1-2). 

This phrase was also used in the past with regards to the work of the twelve 

spies as seen in Numbers 13:17-18. We see then that this little phrase “go up” is 
intricately associated with the Promised Land and our hope to inherit it. But 

will we go up? Will we, like Joshua and Caleb, have the faith to work in 

Yahweh’s vineyard, follow the teachings of Jesus, conquer the flesh, and inherit 

the promises? Or will we be like the spies who were cursed in the wilderness 

because they would not go up to conquer the land? 

“Arise and build” 
 In verse 8 of Haggai 1, the children of Israel are further exhorted to “bring 

wood and build the house”. Unlike with the previous Temple of Solomon, 

where scores of metals were brought for a beautiful purpose to give Him glory, 

Yahweh now asked the people to just bring wood and start building the house. 

The children of Israel were to do what they could. The building itself really was 

not what God wanted anyway. He truly desired faithful work. It was time for 

the people to rise up and build. Nehemiah later adopted this theme with regards 
to his work to rebuild the city Jerusalem, saying unto his enemies in Chapter 

2:20, “The God of heaven, He will prosper us; therefore we His servants will 

arise and build”. 

 Back to Haggai, verse 8 goes on to comfort the people. If they would take 

up the task before them, Yahweh assured them that He would take pleasure in 

it. As we all desire the LORD to be pleased with our works, this verse assures 

us that He will be. While we can never earn the Kingdom by our works, they 

are an absolute necessity. We must work with humility then, realizing that even 

at our best we are unprofitable servants, but we should always be encouraged 

that He is well pleased with our work. Our efforts are not in vain.  

 While we do not have a literal Temple to build, we know that the ecclesia is 
GOD’s house as Hebrews 3:1-6 exhorts us. Having a sure house to work in, the 

question is what do we do to build it up? Do we build in the ecclesia? On 

Sunday morning, do we help out with set-up and take-down if physically able, 

or do we stand idly by? During the week, what else do we do for our Brethren? 

Every week we likely have the opportunity to go to a Bible class and build each 

other up in our most Holy Faith. Do we attend these classes, hymn sings and 

other ecclesial events? Or do we spend our time putting treasure in bags with 

holes? We have so few opportunities to rise up and build with each other. The 

things of the flesh will take care of themselves. Let us rise up and build! 

  Outside of ecclesial events, there are other more private ways to build up 

the ecclesia. Do we pray for those in need? Have we ever taken the time to send 

a card or flowers to those who are physically or spiritually weary? More 
importantly, do we obey the command of James 1:27 to visit the fatherless and 

the widows in their affliction, which is “pure religion”? We must. Ultimately 
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we will have to answer for these things at Judgment, so we best be putting the 

work in now. Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses, but we must 

rise up and build the ecclesial house with humility. It should be of supreme 

comfort to us, though, that the LORD will be well pleased if we put in the 

effort.  

The zeal of Yahweh’s House 
 Our Lord Jesus should be the supreme example as we read in Psalm 69:9 

that the zeal of Yahweh’s house ate him up. He was never content with His 
effort, but always wanted to do more to give GOD glory in the sure faith that 

he’d be rewarded and his efforts were not in vain. Though he endured much at 

the cruel hands of men, his faithful service allowed him resurrection, eternal 

life, his mediatorial role and future Kingship through Yahweh’s blessing. Just 

as Yahweh was well pleased with his beloved son, we too have the comfort that 

Yahweh will be pleased with us if we follow His way. “The LORD taketh 

pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy” 

(Psalm147:11). In addition to being well pleased, Yahweh in Haggai 1:8 also 

says that He will be glorified by our efforts – and indeed that should be the 

point of all of our work. “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 

the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any 

man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do 

it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. 

Amen” (1st Peter 4:10-11).  

The fruits of reform 
 With these things in mind, let’s move forward and consider the remainder of 

the chapter by re-reading Haggai 1:12-15: “Then Zerubbabel the son of 

Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant 

of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of 

Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did 

fear before the LORD. Then spake Haggai the LORD'S messenger in the 

LORD'S message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD. And 

the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 

Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the 

spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house 

of the LORD of hosts, their God, In the four and twentieth day of the sixth 

month, in the second year of Darius the king” (Haggai 1:12-15). 

 Verses 12 through 15 show the wonderful turnaround that Judah displayed 

as they were truly humbled by Yahweh’s words through Haggai (and no doubt 

Zechariah, too!). As we see in verse 15, this was on the 24th day of the sixth 

month, whereas Haggai’s message had been given on the first day. So we see 

then that the children of Israel had done some hard thinking over three 

weeks and three days and rose up to build. Three and a half weeks! Would 
that our community could seek reform that quickly! Of course we also know 
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that true elders like Joshua and Zerubbabel played a prominent role in getting 

Judah back to GOD’s work, as they were true Scriptural examples to the flock. 

This is what all elders should be doing and indeed our body is in desperate need 

of it. “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 

revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight 

thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 

mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the 

flock” (1 Peter 5:1-3). 

 With Judah’s elders going forth and putting their hands to the plow, the 

people followed. This is how the ecclesia should work, as one unit to build the 

House and give glory to Yahweh together. We are told in verse 12 that “the 

people did fear before Yahweh”. This fear refers to an awestruck reverence for 

Yahweh and His Word. We are told in Psalms 111:10 that “the fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of wisdom”. The fear of the LORD is not just a 

trembling fear of our God as a consuming fire, but also a fear that is grounded 

in love. We should love the LORD for all that He has done for us, though we do 
not deserve it. Accordingly, we should fear lest we fail or offend Him and thus 

strive to do our best in His service.  

 As we have already read in Psalm 147:11, Yahweh is well pleased with 

those that fear Him and hope in His mercy. We see then in Haggai 1:13 that 

Yahweh responds to loving workmen as He told the people, “I am with you”. 

What a comfort that must have been. The people witnessed Yahweh’s mercy 

and grace. Their past actions had gotten them drought and despair, but their 

repentance and obedience brought forth Yahweh’s blessing. This is very 

comforting and we too should take comfort that GOD is on our side if we are 

working for Him. Therefore, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; 

and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5-6). 
 Continuing in verse 14 of Haggai 1, we see that in addition to being with the 

people, Yahweh went further to stir them up. The word “stirred” here means “to 

wake (literally or figuratively) with the idea of opening the eyes”. Thus, once 

the people desired to wake up and put in some effort, God further opened their 

eyes to the task and stirred them to further wake from the slumbering state 

they’d been in. All in all, what was the result? The people had a very hard work 

before them, but they put their hand to the plow and did not look back. Though 

they faced opposition by enemies all around, Yahweh prospered them because 

they kept their zeal. It took time and energy, sweat and pain, but four years later 

they would see the beautiful work that they’d set to accomplish for the LORD, 

as recorded in Ezra 6:15-22: “And this house was finished on the third day of 

the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. And 

the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of the children of 

the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with joy, And offered at 

the dedication of this house of God an hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, 

four hundred lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he goats, 
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according to the number of the tribes of Israel. And they set the priests in their 

divisions, and the Levites in their courses, for the service of God, which is at 

Jerusalem; as it is written in the book of Moses. And the children of the 

captivity kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month. For the 

priests and the Levites were purified together, all of them were pure, and killed 

the passover for all the children of the captivity, and for their brethren the 

priests, and for themselves. And the children of Israel, which were come again 

out of captivity, and all such as had separated themselves unto them from the 

filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek the LORD God of Israel, did eat, 

And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the LORD had 

made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to 

strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel” (Ezra 

6:15-22). 

 From the example we’ve just read, we see that we truly can accomplish 

something meaningful if we will but work together in the ecclesia. The Jews 

had followed their own lusts to their own despair, but as they considered their 

ways and humbled themselves to rise up and build, they actually did something 
wonderful. More importantly, they glorified God, and there is no greater 

purpose. Additionally, for themselves, their work was not in vain. If they’d 

wasted their lives on bags with holes, they would have no hope eternally. 

However, in doing the LORD’s work with zeal, they all have the hope of 

eternal life and an opportunity to rise up and build forever. Ultimately we all 

hope to be part of Yahweh’s future temple, to be a part of the New Jerusalem. 

We desire to see the Earth cleansed from sin and GOD’s glory to cover it as the 

waters cover the sea. Will we follow Haggai’s exhortation, both as individuals 

and as the Christadelphian body? Will we like Judah set our heart on our ways? 

Let us all consider our ways, put away the bags with holes, rise up and build!  

(Sources of Notes: Alex Briley, Graeham Mansfield, H.P. Mansfield and John Ullman) 

David Bryan 

      

THE WORLD SCENE 
 

INCE our last issue of the S.K. this past summer, the predominant 

activities of the world stage as they relate to Prophetic expectation can 

be characterized by two opposite, but not unrelated realities.   On one 

hand, the U.S. front has been consumed in the domestic developments of a 

“super-power” in rapid decline and internal chaos.  On the other hand, turmoil 

in the Middle East rages with the continued civil war in Syria; continued 

development of the Iranian nuclear program despite the façade of a peace deal 

with other world power nations (U.S., Britain, France, Germany, Russia & 
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China); renewed unrest in Egypt; further Islamisation of Turkey; and an 

unlikely alliance (from a natural point of view) forming between Israel and 

Saudi Arabia due to opposition to Iran and increased chaos in the region. 

 As we have stated, the decline in American influence and power on one 

hand, and Middle Eastern chaos on the other hand are not unrelated 

developments.   It is due to the decline of the U.S. (much of it purposeful and 
self-inflicted on the part of the U.S.) that has led to the destabilization of the 

Middle East and the revival of Russian political and military presence in the 

region.  As one Turkish diplomat recently asked – “Where have the Americans 

gone?  And, who invited the Russians back in to the Middle East?”     

 At least five major and recent outcomes have given powerful demonstration 

to the extinguishing of American power and the growing crisis in the Middle 

East. 

1) U.S. capitulations to Russian demands to not interfere in the Syrian civil 

war and the acceptance of Syrian/Russian terms to 

dismantle the Syrian chemical weapons program – a 

program that was of no real use to Assad anyway.  
This being a deal that has no real consequence for 

Assad and is full of loopholes to allow Assad to 

maintain power and to get back his weapons if he so 

chooses.  The American/British bluster and buildup to 

what seemed like imminent war was immediately 

deflated by their acceptance of Russian terms to cease 

and desist or face Russian involvement.   A change in geo-political power 

and the course of world history seemed to almost change in a moment as 

Western bluster was squelched by a Russian show of growing confidence 

and dominance.   Putin came out of this as the recognized “winner” in the 

geo-political game of chess – even being dubbed by Forbes Magazine as 

one of the world’s “Most Powerful Men”.  

2) Now abandoned by the U.S., the Egyptian government (now in the hands 

of the anti-radical Muslim military) has turned to Russia for help.  A recent 

deal has ensured Egypt of at least 2 billion dollars in Russian military aid 

and other yet unnamed benefits.  In return, Russia has requested the use of 

Alexandria as a warm-water naval base.  It is our expectation that Egypt 
will fall prey to the eventual Russian/Gogian invasion (Isaiah 19:4; Dan. 

11:42), so might we be seeing the groundwork laid for an eventual 

backdoor approach by Russia? 

3) In late October Saudi Arabia severed diplomatic ties 

with the U.S. Administration in disgust over U.S. inaction 

in Syria and general disengagement in the Middle East.  
Considering the close nature of the two countries over the 

last few decades, such a move was of no small 

consequence in regard to American interests (political, 

military and economic) in the region.   Instead of turning 
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their eyes towards Russia, ironically ties between Israel and the Saudi 

Royals have only increased as they see themselves as joint enemies of Iran 

and the only stable M.E. powers capable of stopping the Iranians. 

4) The recent agreement by the U.S. (along with Britain, France, Germany, 

Russia and China) to make a deal with Iranians, allowing them to continue 

their nuclear program while lifting billions of dollars in sanctions was an 

enormous win for Iran.  Years of sanctions were working in severely 

weakening the Iranian 

economy, putting Western 

nations in a very good 

position to back Iran into a 
corner and cripple Iran’s 

threat to Israel and Middle 

Eastern instability.  But, 

what will probably prove to 

be one of the biggest 

diplomatic blunders in 

recent times (but no doubt directed by the steady work of the Elohim) the 

Iranians were let out of that corner by being given access to their finances 

and enough loopholes in the agreement to allow Iran to find ways to not 

only continue their nuclear program, but continue in their development of 

nuclear arms – insuring future crisis and not “peace”.   

5) Point #4 leads to Israel.  Prime Minster Netanyahu was as forcefully and 

blatantly critical of the U.S. agreement with 

Iran as anyone, calling it an “historic 

mistake” and making it clear that Israel 

was not bound by the agreement and would 

do everything necessary to keep Iran from 

acquiring a nuclear weapon capability.  
The U.S. never fully disclosed with Israel 

elements of the agreement while it was 

under negotiations, and often provided 

misleading information to the Israeli’s in 

regard to Iranian concessions.  Israel was 

completely left out of the loop on matters that were in fact of vital Israeli 

security interests.  Instead of the U.S. stabbing Israel in the back (as it has 

done before) – it was a blatant full-frontal assault.  Many analysts that we 

have read agree that apart from the U.S. Administration needing a political 

“victory” back home, they desired to tie the hands of the Israelis from 

taking any pre-emptive military action against Iran, while a supposed 
“peace deal” was being implemented.   U.S.-Israeli relations have been in a 

steady free-fall for the last five years, but this latest development seems to 

be a tipping point.  Netanyahu has been veiled in his criticisms of recent 

U.S. policy, but this has opened up full-fledged hostility by the Israelis 
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against the U.S. show of appeasement.  Obama has recently asked 

Netanyahu to “take a breather” from the rhetoric as Netanyahu has gotten 

quite a bit of media coverage for his criticisms as well as quite a bit of 

agreement by many political and military analysts within the U.S. itself.     

 We are seeing a rapid escalation in developments that are leading the world 

ever closer to the crisis of the “Great Day of Yahweh” (Joel 2:31,32).   The 
nations are crying “peace”, though it certainly is not and will not be the reality.  

After meeting with Adolph Hitler in September 1938, Neville Chamberlain held 

up in his hands an agreement made with the German Chancellor that the 

English and Germans would “never go to war with another again”; and then 

later that day he declared the infamous phrase “peace for our time”.   Within a 

year Germany had invaded Poland and Europe was enveloped in war. 

 The nations are in utter turmoil, imagining and crying “peace” (1st Thess. 

5:3) which indicates that certain destruction is certainly near.  But we are 

assured that such events as we see are the precursor to the appearance of the 

Lion of the Tribe of Judah, to first put down the nations by forceful means and 

then as the “Prince of Peace” to establish a true and lasting peace not seen on 
earth since its creation (Luke 2:14).  – A. Thomas                     

 

 

EDITORIAL FLYLEAF 
 

“BODY OF SIN” 
 We recently were made aware of a discussion on “Facebook” that stemmed 

from questions regarding the 1956 Cooper-Carter Addendum which was to 

facilitate reunion between the Shield Fellowship (Clean Flesh) and Central  

Fellowship of Australia in 1957.  A question is posed from an Unamended 

brother regarding statements of rejection made by the Bereans in reference to 

the CCA. 

The Unamended brother asks: “…is the following an accurate assessment of the 

Cooper-Carter Addendum and the AUA?” 

What follows is a quotation from the Berean Christadelphian’s remarks that 

clearly and rightfully rejects the addendum by saying – “First it removed the 

term "defiled our nature", from clause five of the BASF replacing it with "a defiled 
conscience." Since "Partial Atonement" groups like the Shield Group deny that the 
nature itself is defiled or "sinful", they could never agree to a statement which said 
that it was. According to this addendum, we are not born "constitutional sinners" as 
taught by bro. Thomas in Elpis Israel, but "by our actions we become sinners." This 
of course is false to those who know the truth. And Bro. Thomas directly 

contradicted this when he taught "Children are born sinners or unclean, because they 
are born of sinful flesh." (Elpis Israel pg. 129).  Secondly, it eliminated the 
expression "condemned sin in the flesh" from clause 12 which the "Partial      �     


